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Gathering 

Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

Opening Song “Build a Longer Table” 

                                  



 

 
 

 



 
 

 



Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  

(Leader):  Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe 
God meets you right where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 

Greeting 

(Leader):  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all.   And also with you. 

 

Confession 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors.  Amen. 
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Forgiveness 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves.   Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray, 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving 
care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow 
all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Greet Someone New  Music to Bring Us Back Together:  
“Build a Longer Table” vs. 1 

 

 

Children’s Time:  Distribution of Bibles 

 

 

Song:  Thy Word is a Lamp  



 

 

 

 

(Leader):  Here at River of Hope  we believe that everyone grows 
when we dwell in God’s word. In Baptism parents make a promise to 
place in their children’s hand the Holy Scriptures. To support our 
families in this promise, age-apprpriate Bibles are presented to our 
youth when they turn 3 years old, when they enter the 3rd grade and 
when they begin confirmation starting in 6th grade. It is our joy and 
privilege to present you with a Bible or bless the Bible you already 
have. When you read it, remember how deeply you are loved by 
God and all of us. 

 

 

 

 



 

Distribution of Bibles 

 

(Leader):  A reading from Proverbs chapter 3: “My child, do not 
forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for 
length of days and years of life and abundant welfare they will give 
you.  

 

(ALL):  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your 
own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.”  

 

(Leader):  Receive the Word of God so that the story of God and 
God’s people may be with you wherever you are. Learn its truth. 
Here God reveals who we are. Here God leads us, strengthens us, 
and gives us purpose. Here God grants wisdom far beyond what any 
human can provide. 

 

Everyone is invited to hold their Bible to their chest or in the air. 

 

(ALL):  Gracious God, thank you for the Word. We accept it and 
treasure it as a lamp to our feet and a light for our path. Thank you for 
every person who has loved me, prayed for me, and invested in my 
spiritual development. Multiply the wisdom, skill, and faith you have 
shared through them. May it live and grow in me and in every person 
I influence. For the honor and glory of your Name. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

The Word  
(Reader):   Our story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from the Gospel of Luke 15: 1-10.  You are invited to stand in body or 
in spirit as we sing to welcome the Gospel. 

 



  

 



(Reader):   Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near 
to listen to [Jesus.] And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling 
and saying,  

 

(Side 1): “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 
(Reader):   So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having 
a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 
it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And 
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them,  

 

(Side 2):  ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’  

 

(Reader):   Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance.  Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she 
loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 
search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying,  

 

(ALL):  ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’  

 

(Reader):   Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 



  
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story 
 

(ALL):   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

SERMON  - Pastor Hans Peterson 

 

 

 

SONG OF THE DAY  - “Savior’s Song” 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Prayers for the World   
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words: “God, who is mercy,” 

 

 Congregational response  “Hear our Prayer” 

 

Offering 

 Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you 
support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the 
church office and sign up for “simply giving” or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. The watering can during August is for 
“House of Grace” in Montrose.   Any children willing to help are 
Invited to meet in the back to bring forth the Communion elements. 

 

 

Offering Song  “People Need the Lord” 

 





 

 

 
The Feast     

Setting the Table  
   the children lead us as we say together:   

Gracious God, we thank you for the food before us; 
the family beside us; the love between us; 

and your presence among us. 
Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  

The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 



As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Mystery beyond our knowing, 
close to us as our breathing, 
in humble awe we pray. 
 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven 
We pray for your vision of justice and mercy 
to be made real in our world even now. 
 
Give us today our daily bread. 
We pray for your vision of enough; 
enough sustenance, enough warmth, 
enough healing for all of your children. 
 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
We pray for the grace to let go of that which 
is death dealing 
as we embrace your vision for life, 



that we might follow you safely through the 
obstacle course. 
 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.  
Now and for ever. 
Giving thanks for presence that defies 
Definition in this life and beyond. 
 
Amen. 
Amen. 
 
~ written by Katherine Hawker (2004), and posted on Liturgies Outside. http://liturgyoutside.net/ 

(Leader):   This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a 
table of fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 

The gifts of God are… 

(ALL):  Free 

Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the sacrament. 

 

 

Communion Songs:  “Lovely Needy People” and “Amazing 
Grace” 

http://liturgyoutside.net/


 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion   

Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 
 

The Sending   
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    

 

Purpose Sightings  

 

MILESTONES!   Sing “Love Lifted Me” Chorus 

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  

 



 



 

Blessing 

God bless you and keep you, 

God smile on you and gift you, 

God look you full in the face 
    and make you prosper. 

 Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 

 

 

 

Sending Song:  “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” 

(Invite children of all ages to come forward and play percussion 
during the closing song) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Go in peace, serve the Lord..   Thanks be to God.    

 

Music to Send You Out 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


