River Table Minutes

River of Hope Lutheran Church ELCA Hutchinson, Minnesota
Tuesday, June 17,2025 6 p.m. by Zoom

Present: Mary Royer, President; Jim Schaefer, Vice-President; Pastor Hans Peterson;
Dave Fischer, Patricia Paulsen, Geoff Davis, Kay Halstrom.

Absent: Arlyn DeBruyckere, Treasurer

Opening Devotion: Pastor Hans, 1 Thessalonians 5

Review Principles and Norms. Highs and Lows.
Approved River Table Minutes of May 27, 2025. m/s/p

Financial Reports: Information was provided regarding Global Refuge. According to
Pastor Hans, we initially paid Lutheran Social Services $8000 which is being applied to
rent payments. We also received with gratitude a $1500 donation from a congregation
in a neighboring town that will be applied to rent for our Global Refuge family.
April Income: $49,586.99 May Income: $28,331.11

April Expenditures: $29,791.72 May Expenditures: $31,801.27
The Finance report was approved as presented. m/s/p
The Audit Report of 2024 Financial Records was available. We thank Sue Benson, Linda
Cox, Tim Halstrom and Arlyn DeBruyckere for their work.

Reports: Written reports were available from these Tables:
* Stewardship Table May 22, 2025
* Gathering Table June 9, 2025
* Vision Table June 11, 2025
*We Go Out Table June 16, 2025
* Pastor's Report  June, 2025

Other Business

*Survey: Regarding the recent congregational survey, President Mary Royer stated we
are looking for more eyes on the compilation of comments. Vision Table has reviewed
the survey results and requested information they believe will be helpful in their next
discussion. A small group from the River Table and also Pastor Hans will identify non
pastoral and clerical tasks that could be done by staff or volunteers rather than by our
pastor.

*Nominations: We are looking for people to join the River Table as the terms of three
members expire in November. Vice-President Jim Schaefer will speak to this at Sunday
worship and in our publications. We hope for volunteers, but would convene a
nominating commitiee in August, if needed.



*15-year Anniversary Events

Emerging Missions Donation: As part of our 15t anniversary celebration, we are
considering a financial donation to an emerging congregation in Minnesota, similar to
how River of Hope was supported in our early years. We are reaching out to the synod
for recommendations.

Pastor Laura and Pastor Tom are expected to attend the outdoor anniversary service
on August 24, 2025,

*Riverpalooza: We are brainstorming about some sort of festival in conjunction with the
annual meeting and the meaitime fellowship that follows. We welcome ideas and
people who might like to work on this.

*IDS (Identify/Discuss/Solve): We have been practicing with this model for a couple
months to give tasks to individuals or small groups, who then report back to the River
Table.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 1, 2025 5 p.m. Hutchinson Event Center

(This meeting immediately follows the Vision Table meeting at 4 p.m. July 1.)

Closing: The Lord's Prayer

Submitted by Patricia Paulsen



