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Gathering 
 
Music to Prepare Us For Worship 
 
Opening Song:  “Walk Across the Water” 



 



 

 



 



 
 
 



Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets 
you right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 
 
Greeting 
L:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit, is with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day:   Let us pray; 
Caring Shepherd, 
you supply all our needs. 
We celebrate your generous care of us all. 
 
Good Shepherd, 
you take us by the hand 
and lead us through the dark and fearful times in life. 
We celebrate your compassion and understanding. 
 
Gracious Shepherd, 
your goodness and mercy nurtures and blesses us, 
and it enriches our soul. 
As we worship you, 
we share together in the feast you prepare for us, 
and it restores and refreshes us. Amen. 

 
— Joan Stott, posted on the website Geelong City Parish UCA. 

 
If used in shared worship, please provide an acknowledgement as follows: 

© 2011 Joan Stott – The Timeless Psalms, RC 
 
 

Greet Someone New   

This Photo by 
Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY 

http://www.wesleychurchgeelong.net/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/413448324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Music to bring us back together:  “Walk Across the Water” (Chorus) 

 
 

Children’s Time 
 
 
Mother’s Day Litany 
Today we remember that God has gifted us with relationship. Today we 
remember mothers. 
 
We remember Sara who was taunted by others in the household 
because of her inability to have children. 
 
Mothering God, we pray for those who feel excluded when we 
emphasis one kind of family as normal. 
We remember Esther, who was adopted and raised by her cousin. 
Adopting God, we pray for those who cannot be raised by their 
parents, for a short time or permanently. And we praise you for those 
who are family through adoption. 
 
We remember Jochebed, the mother of Moses, who placed him into 
a raft on the river. 
Saving God, we pray for parents who struggle to raise their children 
in desperate circumstances. 
 
We remember Hannah, who loved her child so much she handed 
him over to another to raise. 
Loving God, we pray for parents who have placed their child in 
another family. 
 
We remember Naomi, who grieved the death of her sons. 
God who grieves with us, we pray for parents who mourn the death 
of a child. 
 
We remember Ruth, who gave up her family to be family to another. 



Expansive God, we pray for those who choose to be family to those 
isolated by culture or language or distance. 
 
We remember Elizabeth, who had a child in old age and we 
remember Mary, who had a child as a teenager. 
Ageless God, you defy our expectations and limits.  
 
We remember Rachel, weeping for her children 
God of justice, we pray for those whose children are killed in violent 
and oppressive situations. 
 
We remember Lois and Eunice, who taught Timothy faith by 
example. 
Faithful God, we pray for those who teach us faith by their lives, may 
live our lives following you. 
 
We remember the many nameless women in scripture, like the 
mother of the prodigal son. 
God of relationship, we pray for those who are estranged from one 
another.  
 
Nurturing God, we give thanks for those  
who enrich our lives by their presence 
who teach us about your abundant love 
who encourage us to journey in faith. 
Amen. 
 

THE STORY 
 
 
(Reader):  Our story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from the Gospel of John, Chapter 10, verses 22-30. You are invited to 
stand in body or in spirit as we sing the words to our first reading, 
Psalm 23, to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
(Reader):  At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in 
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the 
portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to 
him,  
 
(ALL):  “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.”  
 
(Reader):  Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not 
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.  My sheep hear 
my voice. I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.  
 
(ALL):  What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no 
one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 

 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 



SERMON   -  Pastor Hans Peterson 

 
 
 
 
SONG OF THE DAY   -  “Shepherd Us” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers for the World    
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words: “…Open our lives that 
you may lead us”   

 Congregational response:   Singing… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THE OFFERING  
 
 
Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you 
support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the 
church office and sign up for “simply giving” or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. The watering can during May is for 
“Reel Hope Project”.  Any children willing to help are Invited to meet 
Pastor Hans in the back to bring forth the Communion elements. 
 
 
Offering Song  -   “Going Out to Love” 
 



 
 
 
 
 



The Feast     
 

Setting the Table 
   the children lead us as we say together:   

Gracious God, we thank you for the food before us; 
the family beside us; the love between us; 

and your presence among us. 
Amen. 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table   

  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 

 
 

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer  
(Leader):  Our Creator, our Mother,  
 
(ALL):  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us…Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 
 
The gifts of God are… 
 
(ALL):  Free 
 
Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the sacrament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Songs:  “The King of Love My Shepherd is” and 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd”  
 
 
 



 





Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion   
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
Purpose Sightings  
 
 
 
MILESTONES!   Sing “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” Vs. 1B 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
 
 
 



 



 
 
 

 
Sung Blessing – Voices of Hope Choir:    “Irish Blessing” 
 
  
Sending Song:  “My Redeemer Lives” 
  
(Invite children of all ages to come forward and play percussion 
during the Sending Song) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS023086. CCLI License # 3277748.                  OneLicense.net license # A-726070 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


