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Gathering 
 
Music to Prepare Us For Worship 
 
Gathering  Song “Messiah” 
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 
 

 
Explanation of Christmas Trees – Jim and Lisa 
 
 
Greeting 
 
L:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 
 
  

This Photo by 
Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/413448324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Contemporary Gathering Words 
(inspired by Ruth 1 and Mark 12) 
  
Pastor: Here in this place, there are no foreigners, 
All: for all are welcome in God’s house. 
Pastor: Here in this worship, there is only acceptance, 
All: for love is the language of faith. 
Pastor: Here in our lives, there are no divisions, 
All: for God dwells in each of us. 
Come, let us worship in unity and love. 
 
~ Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2012, © 2011 Abingdon 
Press.  Posted on the Ministry Matters website. http://www.ministrymatters.com/ 
 
 
 
Greet Someone New      
Music to Bring Us Back Together:  “Messiah” chorus 
 

 
 
 
 Children’s Time / Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/
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Song Leaders:   Change words of the next song to:   
 

1. “He came down that we may have Hope” 
2. “He came down that we may have “Love” 
3. “He came down that we may have “Joy” 
4. “He came down that we may have “Peace” 
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THE STORY 
 
Narrator One:   You are invited to follow along in your Bibles as we hear 
our story and God’s story continue today with a reading from the book 
of Ruth chapter 4. 
 
(Narrator):  No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down 
there than the next-of-kin of whom Boaz had spoken came passing by. 
So Boaz said,  
 
(Boaz):  “Come over; sit down here.”  
 
(Narrator):  And he went over and sat down.  Then Boaz took ten men 
of the elders of the town and said,  
 
(Boaz):  “Sit down here,”  
 
(Narrator):  so they sat down. He then said to the next-of-kin,  
 
(Boaz):  “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is 
selling the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech.  So I 
thought I would tell you of it and say: Buy it in the presence of those 
sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will 
redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I may know; for 
there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come after you.”  
 
(Narrator):  So he said, “I will redeem it.” Then Boaz said,  
 
(Boaz):  “The day you acquire the field from the hand of Naomi, you 
are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, to 
maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance.”   
 

(Narrator):  At this, the next-of-kin said,  
 
(Reader 3):  “I cannot redeem it for myself without damaging my own 
inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem 
it.” 
 
(Narrator):  Now this was the custom in former times in Israel 
concerning redeeming and exchanging to confirm a transaction: the 
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one took off a sandal and gave it to the other; this was the manner of 
attesting in Israel. So when the next-of-kin said to Boaz, “Acquire it for 
yourself,” he took off his sandal. Then Boaz said to the elders and all 
the people,  
 
(Boaz):  “You are witnesses today that I have acquired from the hand 
of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to 
Chilion and Mahlon.  I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife 
of Mahlon, to be my wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his 
inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may not be cut off 
from his kindred and from the gate of his native place; today you are 
witnesses.”   
 

(Narrator):  Then all the people who were at the gate, along with the 
elders, said,  
 
(Reader 3):  “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is 
coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, who together built up 
the house of Israel. May you produce children in Ephrathah and 
bestow a name in Bethlehem; and, through the children that 
the Lord will give you by this young woman, may your house be like the 
house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 
 
(Narrator):  So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. When they 
came together, the Lord made her conceive, and she bore a 
son.  Then the women said to Naomi,  
 
(Reader 4):  “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without 
next-of-kin, and may his name be renowned in Israel!  He shall be to 
you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your 
daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, 
has borne him.”   
 

(Narrator):  Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom and 
became his nurse.  The women of the neighborhood gave him a 
name, saying,  
 
(Reader 4):  “A son has been born to Naomi.”  
 
(Narrator):  They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, 
the father of David.  Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez 
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became the father of Hezron,  Hezron of Ram, Ram of 
Amminadab, Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmon, Salmon of 
Boaz, Boaz of Obed,  Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David. 
 
(Narrator):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON   -  Pastor Andy Evenson 
  
 
 
 
 
Song of the Day –  “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 
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Prayers for the World   

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.   Congregational response:  Sing… 
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THE OFFERING  
Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you 
support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the 
church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. The watering can during December is  
“Operation Hope”.  Any children willing to help are Invited to meet 
Pastor Hans in the back to bring forth the Communion elements. 
 
 
 
Offering special Music:  Piano students   
 (Joy to the World – Hilde Evenson) 
 
 
 
Offering Song  “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
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The Feast     
 

(Pastor Hans):  Setting the Table 
   the children lead us as we say together:   

Gracious God, we thank you for the food before us; 
the family beside us; the love between us; 

and your presence among us. 
Amen. 

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
 
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 
 
 
 

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray; 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
(Leader):  Our Creator, our Mother,  
(ALL):  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us…Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this 
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
 
The gifts of God are… 
 
(ALL):  Free 
 
 
Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the sacrament. 
 
 
 
 
Communion Songs:  “I Wonder as I Wander” and “In the Bleak 
Midwinter” 
 
 



 
 

17 

 
 



 
 

18  



 
 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion   
Let us pray: Gracious God, 
in this meal you have drawn us 
to your heart, and nourished us at your table. 
 
By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be your body in the world, that we 
may show Christ’s love to all people. Amen. 
  
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
Purpose Sightings  
 
 
MILESTONES!   Sing “Light of the World” vs. 1 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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BLESSING 
“Prayer of Good Courage” 

 
 

 
 
 
Sending Song:  “Soon and Very Soon” 
(Invite children of all ages to come forward and play percussion during 
the Sending Song) 
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Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


