Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2024
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

www.riverofhopehutchinson.org
Worship on Facebook Premiere, Sundays at 10:30am

Gathering
Music to Prepare Us For Worship

Gathering Song “Joy to the World” vs. 1-3



Joy to the World
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heav’n and na - ture

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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Welcome * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe God meets you
right where you are, and you are welcome here.

Explanation of Christmas Trees — Jim and Lisa

Greeting

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
community of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C: And also with you.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/413448324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Larry Olson

CRY MERCY Hans Peterson
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Eyes of want and depths of need. Creeds of hate and piles of greed.
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Contemporary Gathering Words
(inspired by Ruth 1T and Mark 12)

Pastor: Here in this place, there are no foreigners,

All: for all are welcome in God’s house.

Pastor: Here in this worship, there is only acceptance,
All: for love is the language of faith.

Pastor: Here in our lives, there are no divisions,

All: for God dwells in each of us.

Come, let us worship in unity and love.

~ Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2012, © 2011 Abingdon
Press. Posted on the Ministry Matters website. http://www.ministrymatters.com/

Greet Someone New
Music to Bring Us Back Together: “Joy to the World” Vs. 4

Children’s Time / Lighting of the Advent Candle

Song Leaders: Change words of the next song to:

1. “He came down that we may have Hope”
2. "He came down that we may have “Love”
3. Y"He came down that we may have “Joy”

4. "He came down that we may have “Peace”


http://www.ministrymatters.com/

He Came Down

He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
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Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949

Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave..

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



THE STORY

Narrator One: You are invited to follow along in your Bibles as we hear
our story and God'’s story continue today with a reading from the book
of Ruth chapter 3.

(Narrator): Naomi her mother-in-law said to her,

(Naomi): “My daughter, | need to seek some security for you, so that it
may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young
women you have been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at
the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint yourself, and put on your
best clothes and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make
yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and

drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then go
and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.”

(Narrator): She said to her,

(Ruth): “All that you say | will do.”

(Narrator): So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her
mother-in-law had instructed her. When Boaz had eaten and drunk
and was in a contented mood, he went to lie down at the end of the
heap of grain. Then she came stealthily and uncovered his feet and
lay down. At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and
there, lying at his feet, was a woman! He said,

(Boaz): *Who are you?e”

(Narrator): And she answered,

(Ruth): “l am Ruth, your servant; spread your cloak over your servant,
for you are next-of-kin.”

(Narrator): He said,

(Boaz): “May you be blessed by the Lord, my daughter; this last
instance of your loyalty is better than the first; you have not gone after
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young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do not be
afraid, | will do for you all that you ask, for all the assembly of my
people know that you are a worthy woman. But now, though it is frue
that | am a near kinsman, there is another kinsman more closely
related than |. Remain this night, and in the morning, if he will act as
next-of-kin for you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to act as
next-of-kin for you, then, as the Lord lives, | will act as next-of-kin for
you. Lie down until the morning.”

(Narrator): So she lay at his feet until morning but got up before one
person could recognize another, for he said,

(Boaz): "It must not be known that the woman came to the threshing
floor.”

(Narrator): Then he said,

(Boaz): "Bring the cloak you are wearing and hold it out.”

(Narrator): So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley
and put it on her back; then he went into the town. She came to her
mother-in-law, who said,

(Naomi): “How did things go with you, my daughtere”

(Narrator): Then she told her all that the man had done for her, saying,

(Ruth): "“He gave me these six measures of barley, for he said, ‘Do not
go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’ ”

(Narrator): She replied,

(Naomi): “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out,
for the man will not rest but will settle the matter tfoday.”

(Narrator): Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and
God'’s story.

(ALL): Thanks be to God.



Special Music — Ringers of Hope Chime Choir
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

SERMON - Pastor Hans Peterson

Song of the Day - “We Have Seen the Messiah”



WE HAVE SEEN THE MESSIAH

Larry Olson
Hans Peterson
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Then they went
She found joy

and spread the word, ‘cause they had to
where she had hurt, when the ris - en
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tell
Lord

all they had heard.
appeared to her.

©1993 Dakota Road Music
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

When we  see the least of these, do we real-ly know who we have seen?
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Prayers for the World
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy:
Congregational response: Sing...

: Hans Peterson & Larry Olson
HOpe n the Lord with members of
Prayer Response Faith Lutheran, Glen Ellyn, IL
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Hope in the Lord! Be strong, take cour - age. We find our hope in you.

©2024 Dakota Road Music
Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved.

THE OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you
support God'’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the
church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a
check off at the church office. The watering can during December is
“Operation Hope”. Any children willing to help are Invited to meet
Pastor Hans in the back to bring forth the Communion elements.

Offering special Music: Piano students

Offering Song “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

11



Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Words by Music by
Charles Wesley Rowland Hugh Prichard
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CCLI Song # 31999
© Words: Public Domain | Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 3277748
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The Feast

(Pastor Hans): Seftting the Table
the children lead us as we say together:
Gracious God, we thank you for the food before us;
the family beside us; the love between us;
and your presence among us.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord is with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Lord, remember us in your
kingdom and teach us to pray;
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The Lord’s Prayer

(Leader): Our Creator, our Mother,

(ALL): Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us...Lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth.

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing.

The gifts of God are...

(ALL): Free

Free indeed. And all are welcome to receive the sacrament.

Communion Songs: “For all the Faithful Women” vs. 1,2,5 and “Lo,
How a Rose E'er Blooming”
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For All the Faithful Women

Saints and Servants
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en who served in days of old,
2 O God, for saints and ser - vants, those named and those un-known,
3 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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To you their lives bore wit - ness, pro-claimed your pow’r to  save.
that, faith-ful in your ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.
we sing glad al -le - lu - ias and strive to do your will

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune

Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Verse 5:

For Ruth, who left her homeland and ventured forth in faith,
Who pledged to serve and worship Naomi’'s God till death,
We praise you, God of Israel, and pray for hearts set free
To bind ourselves to others in love and loyalty.
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 18511934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,
1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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Blessing after Communion

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you

and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray: Gracious God,

in this meal you have drawn us

to your heart, and nourished us at your table.

By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be your body in the world, that we
may show Christ’s love to all people. Amen.

The Sending

Why does our church existe What is our purpose?
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.

Purpose Sightings

MILESTONES! Sing “Light of the World" vs. 1

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our
life.

17



Eb Ab Eb Ab Fb
4 ——r — e e
£l 1 | y £ T ] | | ! 1 | | 1 [re— L y 2 | 1 | !
_@LM_H ! 1| ! 1 | R s | & { | |
ool oo ol 1 1
You are the light of the world: You are the light
You are a cit - roon a il You are a cit -
You are a can - e in the dark. You are a can_

1

& >

=

©2000 Cathy Pino

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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BLESSING
“Prayer of Good Courage”

Text adapted from the Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Press
Music by Kent Gustavson © 2002 Kent Gustavson www.kentgustavson.com
Taken from "Mountain Vespers", an evening prayer service dedicated to Holden Village www.holdenvillage.org
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Sending Song: "Go Tell it on the Mountain™

(Invite children of all ages to come forward and play percussion during
the Sending Song)
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Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Music to Send You Out

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLlI License # 3277748 Onelicense.net license #A-726070
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