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3rd Sunday in Lent 

March 3, 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  

Worship on Facebook Premiere, Sundays at 10:30am 

 

Gathering 

Prelude  - “God Welcomes All” 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

https://mom2momflorida.wordpress.com/tag/ten-commandments/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 

Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    

 

 

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed 

under CC BY 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/413448324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Opening Song –   “We Belong to You” (Vs. 1,2,4) 



 4 
 

4 
 

 



 5 
 

5 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
(Leader):  We worship you, O God, as Creator and Liberator. 
You led the captives out of Egypt, 
delivering them from the oppression of slavery. 

 
(ALL):  You gave laws which enabled people to relate to you, 
to one another, and to the whole creation. 

 
(Leader):  You implored people to worship only you, 
knowing that whatever was put in your place 
would all to easily become the object of idolatry, 
and the priority of people’s hearts.   You showered us with blessings 
by revealing in Jesus just how precious we are to you, 
and through him 
you delivered us into a new and living relationship with you 
and with one another— 
with a new commandment— 
a commandment of love. 

 
(ALL):  May we reveal the depth of our love 
as we praise and adore you, O God, 
in Jesus name and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
—Moira Laidlaw, on her website Liturgies Online.  See that site for many other great resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/liturgies/main/index.php?ch_table=link7&PID=75&SID=&year=A
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Greet Someone New      
Music to Bring Us Back Together:  “We Belong to You”  Refrain 

 

Children’s Time  

THE STORY 
(Reader):  Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from Exodus 20: 1-6. 

 

 

 
This next version is for Jim and Hans and Katie to see the accompaniment 
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(Reader):    1God spoke all these words: 
 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods 
before me. 
 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to 
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.  

 

(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Sermon – Pastor Hans Peterson 

 

Song of the Day – “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” 
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This version is for Hans to see the chords 

 

Prayers for the World    
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy: 

 Congregational response:   “Hear our prayer.” 
 

Offering     

Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all 
the ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can 
contact the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online 
or drop a check off at the church office. The watering can during Lent 
is for ELCA World Hunger. 

 

Offering Song – “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  
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The Feast     

Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing “Be Present at our 
Table Lord” 

 

 
 
This next version is for Jim to play harmonies (words don’t match) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table   

 
We gather as a community, around this table of plenty, trusting 
in the Spirit to nourish us as we share God’s love with our 
neighbors. 
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As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 

 

 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 
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This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 

(Leader): The gifts of God are… 

(ALL):  Free 

(Leader): Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. 

 

Communion Songs:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” and 
“Who Am I” 
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Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion   
Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    

 

  

Purpose Sightings: 
 

MILESTONES!   Sing “Wade in the Water” refrain 

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Blessing: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sending Song:  “The Trees of the Field” 
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Go in peace – you are God’s beloved.      Thanks be to God 

Music to Send You Out 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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