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5th Sunday in Lent 

March 17, 2024 
 

 

 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  

Worship on Facebook Premiere, Sundays at 10:30am 

 

Gathering 

Music to Prepare us for Worship 

Opening Song –  “All Are Welcome” 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

https://mom2momflorida.wordpress.com/tag/ten-commandments/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 

Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another.  
Let us confess that God is God, and we are not.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 

This Photo by 
Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/413448324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day  (inspired by John 12:20-33) 

Let us pray, 
God of thundering glory and wondrous love, 
you lifted up Jesus Christ from the earth 
to draw all people to your holy name. 
Like grains of wheat that fall to the dust, 
teach us to die—and so to bear much fruit, 
giving our lives for the sake of the gospel, 
following and serving Christ Jesus forever. 
 

— posted on the Presbyterian Church USA website. http://www.pcusa.org/ 

 
 
Greet Someone New      
Music to Bring Us Back Together:   Chorus of “All are Welcome” 

http://www.pcusa.org/
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Children’s Time  

THE STORY 
(Reader):  You are invited to stand in body or in spirit as our story and 
God’s story continues today with a reading from the Gospel of John 
chapter 12 verses 20-33. 

 

 

 

 
This next version is for Jim and Hans and Katie to see the accompaniment 
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(Reader):  20Now among those who went up to worship at the 
festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,  
 
(Side 1):  “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  
 
(Reader):  22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.  27Now my soul is 
troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven,  
 
(Side 2):  “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  
 
(Reader):  29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 
to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.   
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon – Pastor Hans Peterson 

 

Song of the Day – “Seed of Life” 

 

 
 

 
This version is for Hans to see the chords 
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Prayers for the World    
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy: 

 Congregational response:   

 

 
 

Offering     

Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all 
the ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can 
contact the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online 
or drop a check off at the church office. The watering can during Lent 
is for ELCA World Hunger. 

 

Offering Song – “We Are an Offering” 
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The Feast     
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing “Be Present at our 
Table Lord” 

 

 
 
This next version is for Jim to play harmonies (words don’t match) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table   

 
We gather as a community, around this table of plenty, trusting 
in the Spirit to nourish us as we share God’s love with our 
neighbors. 

The Lord is with you     

And also with you   

Lift up your hearts!     

We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
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As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 

 
 

 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 
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This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 

(Leader): The gifts of God are… 

(ALL):  Free 

(Leader): Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. 

 

Communion Songs:  “As the Grains of Wheat” and “Thy Holy 
Wings” 
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Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion   
Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    

 

  

 

Purpose Sightings: 
 

 

Whose Child are You?: 
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MILESTONES!   Sing “Wade in the Water” refrain 

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  

 

Blessing: 
 
 

 
 
 
Sending Song:  “Travelers on the Journey” 
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Go in peace – you are God’s beloved.      Thanks be to God 

Music to Send You Out 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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