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Gathering 
 
Prelude   
 
Opening Song  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (Vs. 1-2,) 



 
 

 
                                                                       
 



Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 
Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
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Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray:  
 Joy to the world!  Our Lord Jesus has come!   

We welcome you, little king.  Dispel the darkness, reign in our hearts – 
and reign in our world.  Amen. 

 
 
Greet Someone New      
Music to Bring Us Back Together:  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (Vs. 4) 
 
 
Children’s Time  
 
 
 
Mystery Devotion (DON’T SAY TITLE)  Do You Hear What I Hear 
{This is a story about a Christmas Carol – this one is a relatively modern Christmas song, maybe not sung for Christmas 
Eve worship services too much – but you likely have heard of this before.) 
 
This French man’s name was ‘Noel’ and what a perfect name for 
someone who would become famous for writing a Christmas 
song.  He was pressed into the Nazi army at the outset of World War 2, 
but escaped and join the French resistance.  After the war he pursued 
a music career, and so it was that he wandered into a hotel lobby in 
New York City and was entranced to hear a woman named Gloria 
(another nice name for a Christmas music person, don’t you think?) 
playing the piano.  He was entranced, and though they were each 



shakey with each other’s languages, they fell in love, and soon 
married.  He was a lover of classical music, but she was a rock n roller 
(this was the mid fifties now), and yet their union was to make people 
stop, look, and listen. 
 
Gloria was to pen a song that a teen idol took to the top of the charts 
in the early sixties – called “Goodbye Cruel World.”  Meanwhile, Noel 
wanted to write a song that would make an impact somehow 
someway.  He was seeing his native France getting embroiled in a war 
in Vietnam, plus the cold war pressures between his adopted United 
States of America verses the Soviet Union, when all along he had 
thought and prayed that the end of WW2 would have ended all of 
this kind of fighting forever.  Noel slipped into a depression while 
having flashbacks of his own wartime experiences.  To help himself, he 
wrote a poem about something that seemed to stand for peace in 
the purest form – a poem about Christmas.  He made himself 
remember pastoral scenes from his childhood in France – calm fields, 
sheep grazing, the innocence of a newborn lamb.  His poem told of 
peace that came to earth on that very first Christmas night. 
 
Now his wife had written out some music for this poem, but 
accidentally had caused one extra note to be in the song, throwing 
off the lyrics in a strange way, so Noel had to add some words in key 
places.  Instead of saying, “Said the boy to the king,” he now 
changed it to “Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king.”  And 
instead of “Said the wind,” he now changed it to, “Said the night 
wind…”  (Have you guessed this song yet?) 
 
Also, Gloria wanted him to take out the line, “with a tail as big as a 
kite,” but Noel insisted on it, and he was right, for it became a favorite 
line for many of the people that loved this song.  The Harry Simeone 
Chorale wanted to record this song – they had enjoyed a hit four years 
earlier with the Little Drummer Boy.  But also at this time, The 
Chipmunks were riding the charts with their holiday music, so Noel and 
Gloria weren’t quite sure how this new song of theirs would go over. 
 



A song about the night wind, and little lambs and a star with a tail as 
big as a kite.  Recorded by well over a hundred artists like Bing Crosby, 
Carrie Underwood, Bob Dylan, though the recording that was the 
biggest seller was by  Robert Goulet and you can kind of hear his big 
baritone voice saying “pray for peace, people everywhere,” and in 
the song, it isn’t a suggestion, it is a demand.  Which is what the war-
weary Noel Regney meant it to be. 
 
So we’ll sing “Do You Hear What I Hear” which was written around 
Thanksgiving time of 1962, around the time of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis.  You can’t tell that it is an actual Christmas song until you get to 
the third verse, but after that, you truly realize you are straining to listen 
for the peace that the Christ child brings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



THE STORY 
(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from the Gospel of Luke chapter 2,  verses 22-40. 
 
 
(Reader):   When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, 
 
(Side 1):  “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 
(Side 2): for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 
(ALL):  a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
 (Reader):   And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” 
 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 



tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and 
began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Sermon time = Christmas Carol Sing-a-long (Audience 
chooses songs from song-book) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering     

Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the 
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact 
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. The watering can this month is for 
Operation Hope. 
 
Offering Song – “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 



 



The Feast     
 

Setting the Table    
the children lead us as we sing together:   
Gloria, in Excelsis Deo! (2X) 
 
 

 



Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This 
is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in 
your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on 
this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
 
(Leader): The gifts of God are… 
 
(ALL):  Free 
 
(Leader): Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. 
 
 
Communion Songs – “Love Has Come” and “Ding Dong 
Merrily On High” 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer after Communion   
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
  
Purpose Sightings: 
 

MILESTONES!   Sing “Auld Lang Syne” 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
 

 
 
 

 



Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.    
 
 
Sending Song:  “Feliz Navidad” 
 
 

 
 
Go in  peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
 
 
Music to Send You Out 
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