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2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 3, 2023 
 

 

    
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  

Worship on Facebook Premiere, Sundays at 10:30am 
 

Gathering 

Prelude   

Opening Song –   “Build Up” 
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes *  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 

Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    

 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed 

under CC BY 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/413448324
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us Pray, 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
God Emmanuel, God-with-us, yet we still pray for you to come. 
Stir up your power and come. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Lead us out of the fire and into life in you. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Lead us into new life in you. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Show us the way back to the beginning we have in you.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In this season of waiting, come, creep into our hearts and prepare 
them for you.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 
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Song:      He Came Down  (Vs. 1) 
As the congregation sings, the first and second candle on the 
Advent Wreath is lit. 
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Greet Someone New      
Music to Bring Us Back Together:  Vs 1 of “He Came Down” 
 

Children’s Time  

 

THE STORY 
(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with two 
readings. First, a reading from Isaiah chapter 40 verses 1-11. 

 

 (Reader):  Comfort, O comfort my people,  
        says your God. 
 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 
 A voice cries out: 
 
 (Side 1):  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
 (Side 2):  Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 
 (Reader):   the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
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 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
  
(ALL):  He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

(Reader):  Our second reading comes from the Gospel of Mark 
chapter 1 verses 1-8. 
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(Reader):  The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: 
 
(Side 1):  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  make his paths straight,’ ” 
 
(Reader):   John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 
and wild honey. He proclaimed,  
 
(Side 2):  “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  
 
(ALL):  I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon – Pastor Andy Evenson 

 

Song of the Day – “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”  (Vs. 1, 3, 6) 
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6.  Yet need not toil nor languish nor ponder day and night, 
How in the midst of anguish you draw Him by your might.  
He comes, he comes all willing, moved by his love alone,  
Your woes and troubles stilling; for all to Him are known. 
 

 

 

Prayers for the World    
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy: 

 Congregational response:   “Hear our prayer.” 

Offering     

Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all 
the ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can 
contact the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online 
or drop a check off at the church office. The watering can this month 
is for Operation Hope. 

 

 

 

Offering Song – “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  
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The Feast     
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   

O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and 
fed. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
We gather as a community, around this table of plenty, trusting 
in the Spirit to nourish us as we share God’s love with our 
neighbors. 

  

The Lord is with you    And also with you   

Lift up your hearts!    We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 



14 
 

14 
 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory  
forever and forever. Amen. 
 

This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 

(Leader): The gifts of God are… 

(ALL):  Free 

(Leader): Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. 

 

Communion Songs  “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” 
and “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
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Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion   
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    

 

  

Purpose Sightings: 
 

MILESTONES!   Sing “Light of the World” verse 1 

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Sung Benediction 

 

 

Sending Song:  “Bethlehem Highway” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 

 

 

Music to Send You Out 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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