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Welcome   
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day -   
Let us pray.  Almighty God, 
you have taught us in your Son that love fulfills the law. Inspire us to 
love you with all our heart, our soul, our mind, and our strength, and 
teach us how to love our neighbor as ourselves, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Greet Someone New   
Music to Bring Us Back Together:  Chorus of “Your River O God” 
 
 
 

THE STORY 
 
Pastor Hans: Today, our story and God’s story is found in the 
scriptures chosen by the confirmation youth. 
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Faith Statement – Andy Shorter 
My Bible verse is Genesis 1:31  “God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day,” 
 
I believe in God the father and the mother, creator and caretaker of 
all. I believe in a consciousness in the universe that loves 
unconditionally, and that always watches over us. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, who was brought into this world to absolve us 
of our sins and who died at the hands of those just like us, but still 
chooses to forgive. I believe in a son of God who calls us his sheep, 
his siblings, his followers. 
I believe in the holy spirit, a force for good and bad, the very 
balancing act that is life. The thing that keeps our spirits afloat even 
through hardship. I believe in life. 
 
 
Faith Statement – Chase Picha 
My Bible verse is Galatians 5:22-23.  “By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.” 
 
I was born 1/31/08 and baptized in the summer of 2008 in Hutchinson 
at Christ the King. Things I am interested in are Video Games and 
Legos. The Lord's Creed means to me is that God will always love 
and be there for you, The 10 Comandments are the laws God set for 
us and I try to live by. The Lord's Prayer means to me that God will 
always love and forgive us. I plan to continue to be involved in 
church with attending, helping with Headwaters, and playing my 
Euphonium in Church. 
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Faith Statement – Chris Lindstrand 
My Bible verse is Psalm 46:1  “God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.”   
 
I believe in God. God is there. He is with me. I feel closest to God 
when I am down. 
 
 
 
 
Faith Statement – Jillian MeiMing Gasser 
I’m Jillian MeiMing Gasser. My parents are Steve and Beth. I was 
baptized on April 26, 2009, in Hutchinson at Faith Lutheran Church. 
My sponsors are John and Cindy Haugland. My confirmation mentor 
is my aunt Sara who takes the time to drive here from the cities twice 
a month just to be here for confirmation, and my friend Karlie who 
has been an important person in my life too. She has always been 
there to support me and cheer me on, even when it meant she 
unexpectedly had to run with me to keep motivating me to finish my 
first marathon. I’m interested in flowers and taking photos of flowers. 
Photos capture memories that are important to people. I like going 
to the Arboretum with my grandparents and helping them with their 
garden, which helped me learn to appreciate nature. I created the 
floral arrangement for today’s service to celebrate today.  
 
My Bible verse is Galatians 5:22-25.  “By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 
the Spirit. 
 
 
I believe faith is a journey, and it will change for me as I get older. 
Writing a faith statement is hard because I’m not sure exactly what I 
believe, but I know that I believe I need to live my life by the 
characteristics I value most which remind me of how Jesus lived his 
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life and showed us all how to do. True Christians will live their lives 
and focus their faith journey the way we see Jesus in the Bible living 
a life of love, compassion, and forgiveness. I believe church should 
be a safe place for all. I believe in kindness, equality, curiosity, truth, 
honesty, and respect for all people. I believe that nobody is perfect, 
but should live their lives by taking care of others as God asked us to 
do in the 10 commandments. In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul shares a list 
of nine characteristics that come to fruition in the lives of Christians 
when they are full of the Spirit of God: love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 
 
 
Song of the Day – “Forever Emmanuel” 
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(Jillian):  Prayers for the World    
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words:   God, who is mercy: 

 Congregational response:   Hear our prayer. 

 
 
Affirmation of Baptism 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these 
people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public 
affirmation of their baptism. 
 
Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another 
representative of the congregation: 
Parents/sponsors and all those who are here to support this particular 
youth will simply stand up from where they are seated and present 
their loved one. The names will be in alphabetic order and will 
appear on the power point slide. 
 
We present Andy Shorter who desires to make public affirmation of 
his baptism. 
 
We present Chase Picha who desires to make public affirmation of 
his baptism. 
 
We present Chris Lindstrand who desires to make public affirmation 
of his baptism. 
 
We present Jillian MeiMing Gasser  who desires to make public 
affirmation of her baptism. 
 
Let us pray.  Merciful God,  
we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made 
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them 
to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the 
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gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you 
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
Profession of Faith 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of 
baptism. The assembly may stand and join in the responses. 
 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church. 
 
 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?   
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 
 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to 
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 
Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers 
and pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Those making affirmation may sit. The presiding minister prays for 
God’s blessing. 
A chair will be placed in the center. The youth will sit in the chair and 
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be surrounded by family, Godparents, mentors and others who want 
to bless. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
Stir up in __              _____ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. Amen 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR MENTORS –  
Let us pray - Dear God of relationship, 
Thank you for the gifts of friendship, faith in the family of Christ. We 
thank you for the gifts of prayer, support, and love given by Louis 
Bedard, Ron Johnson, Sara Carothers and Jenny Tillmann as they 
mentored students. We thank you, God for these good and faithful 
witnesses to a life of faith. Amen. 
MENTORS BLESS THEIR MENTEE 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your father in heaven. 
 
Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A 
representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 
 
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. Alleluia! 
 
Song/Hymn “Let the River Flow” As we sing together, the 
confirmands will remind the congregation of their baptism by 
sprinkling them with water from the fount. 
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Offering 
 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all 
the ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can 
contact the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online 
or drop a check off at the church office. 
 
Offering Song  “A Mighty Fortress is our God” 
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The Feast     
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   

O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and 
fed. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
We gather as a community, around this table of plenty, trusting 
in the Spirit to nourish us as we share God’s love with our 
neighbors. 

  

The Lord is with you   

And also with you   

Lift up your hearts!   

We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
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Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory  
forever and forever. Amen. 
 

This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 

(Leader): The gifts of God are…  (ALL):  Free 

(Leader): Free indeed.  And all are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. 

Communion Songs “Borning Cry” and “On Eagle’s Wings” 
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Blessing after Communion - Hans 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in his peace. Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion – (Andy)   
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen 
 

THE SENDING 
 
(Chase):    Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
       We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  
 
Purpose Sightings   
 
MILESTONES! – “You Never Let Go”  Chorus 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Blessing - Hans 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: 
Wherever he may send you may he guide you through the 
wilderness, protect you through the storm; 
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you; 
May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song “Go Now With God” – all kids, youth, and newly 
confirmed – come play a rhythm instrument! 
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Go in peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
 
Music to Send You Out 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086. CCLI License # 3277748.                  OneLicense.net license # A-726070 
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