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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Song – “Weaver’s Hands” 
 



 
 
Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
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Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray, 
Lord, we remember the mothers  
who have gone before us.  
For their love, sacrifice, struggle and joy,  
we thank you.  
  
Lord, we remember the mothers of Scripture  
who are part of our story  
as we are a part of your story.  
For their courage, faith, love and fierceness,  
we thank you.  
  
Lord, we remember those who have not given birth to us,  
but are mothers to us.  
For their gift of themselves that they have given,  
we thank you.  
  
For the women who struggle with fertility,  
for those women whom society labels as less in their childlessness,  
for those women who have lost children;  
for their tears, for their strength,  
for their wisdom, for their lives,  
we thank you.  
  
~ written by Claire Schoepp  
 
Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:  Voices of Hope Choir 
 
 
Children’s Time 



THE STORY 
 

(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from the Gospel of John chapter 14, verses 15-21. 
 
 

 



(Reader):  Jesus said to the disciples: “If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments. And I will ask the one who sent me to give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you. 
 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  
 
(ALL):  In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 
me; because I live, you also will live.  
 
(Reader):  On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 
in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon – Pastor Hans Peterson 
 
 
 
Song of the Day   – “From Now On” 
 
 
 



 



 
Prayers for the World   

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.  Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy: 

 Congregational response  “Hear our Prayer” 

 
 

Offering     

 
 
 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all 
the ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can 
contact the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online 
or drop a check off at the church office. 
 
 
 
Offering Song – “Praise to God, the World’s Creator” 
Tune = Nettleton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Praise to God, the World’s Creator  
  
Praise to God, the world’s creator, 
source of life and growth and breath, 
cradling in her arms her children, 
holding them from birth to death. 
In our bodies, in our living, 
strength and truth of all we do, 
God is present, working with us, 
making us creators too.  
  
Praise to God our saving Wisdom, 
meeting us with love and grace, 
helping us to grow in wholeness, 
giving freedom, room, and space. 
In our hurting, in our risking, 
in the thoughts we dare not name, 
God is present, growing with us, 
healing us from sin and shame.  
  
Praise to God, the Spirit in us, 
prompting hidden depths of prayer, 
firing us to long for justice, 
reaching out with tender care. 
In our searching, in our loving, 
in our struggles to be free, 
God is present, living in us,  
pointing us to what shall be.   
  
— Jan Berry,  
posted on the blog of Rex A.E. Hunt.  
  
 



 



 
The Feast     

 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
 
 
O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and 
fed. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and 
eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, 
remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 



 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
(This version adapted by Parker J. Palmer) 
 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one 
Give us this day the bread we need, 
Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,  
from each one to each one 
Lead us to holy innocence  
Beyond the evil of our days –  
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish 
you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus 
and those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend 
on this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange 
thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
 
  Communion Song:   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion   
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 Purpose Sightings: 
 
 

MILESTONES!   Sing “Blest Be The Tie That Binds” vs. 1 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
 



 
 
 
Sung Benediction – Pastor Hans and Jim 
 
 
 
Sending Song:  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 



 



 
Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
  
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


