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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Song – “All Are Welcome” 



 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

3 

Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 
 
Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community 
of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray, 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to 
safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we 
may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your 
house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
  
  
Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:  “All are Welcome” vs 1 and refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Time  

 
THE STORY 

 
(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from Acts chapter 2, verses 41-47. 
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(Reader):  Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized. God 
brought about three thousand people into the community on that 
day.  The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to 
the community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers.  

(Side 1):  A sense of awe came over everyone.  

(Side 2):  God performed many wonders and signs through the 
apostles.   

(ALL):  All the believers were united and shared everything.   

(Reader):  They would sell pieces of property and possessions and 
distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them. Every day, 
they met together in the temple and ate in their homes. They shared 
food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and 
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demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to 
the community those who were being saved. 

 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
Sermon – Pastor Hans Peterson 
 
Song of the Day   – “If I Believe in Jesus” 
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Prayers for the World    

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.  Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy: 

 Congregational response  sing: “Shepherd Me, O God” refrain. 

 

 

Offering     

 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the 
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact 
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. 
 
 
Offering Song:  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
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The Feast     

 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
 
 
O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
(This version adapted by Parker J. Palmer) 
 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one 
Give us this day the bread we need, 
Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,  
from each one to each one 
Lead us to holy innocence  
Beyond the evil of our days –  
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this 
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
  
 
  Communion Song:  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” and 
“The King of Love My Shepherd is” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion   
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 Purpose Sightings: 
 
 

MILESTONES!   Sing… 
“They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love”  -  (Verse 1 and chorus) 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Sung Benediction 
 

 
 
 
Sending Song:  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
  
 
 
 
Music to Send You Out 
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