
 
 

 
 

Third Sunday of Easter 

April 23, 2023 
 
 
 

 

 

    
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  

Worship on Facebook Premiere, Sundays at 10:30am 
 
Gathering 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Song – “Here for You” 
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 
 
Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community 
of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray, 
Risen Christ,   As you journeyed with the two who travelled the Emmaus 
Road  travel with us on our journey of faith.  
In our encounters on the way  
give us compassion to listen to the other’s story,  
patience to explain what may seem obvious to ourselves,  
and courage to make ourselves vulnerable,  
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so that others may encounter you through us  
and we may rediscover you through them.  
Amen.  
  
 — revised from  
Resources for The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and throughout the year (2010), jointly 
prepared and published by The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and The 
Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches.  Posted on the World Council of 
Churches website.    
  
  
Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:  “Here for You” vs. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Time  

 
THE STORY 

 
(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from the Gospel of Luke chapter 24 verses 13-35. 
 
(ALL):  Sing verse 5 of “Hallelujah Daffodil” 
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(Reader):  Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary 
Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them,  
 
(Side 1):  “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?”  
 
(Reader):  They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name 
was Cleopas, answered him,  
 
(Side 2):  “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have taken place there in these days?”  
 
(Reader):  He asked them,  
 
(ALL):  “What things?”  
 
(Reader):  They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our 
group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and 
when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to 
them,  
 
(Side 1):  “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have declared!  
 
(Side 2):  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?”  
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(Reader):  Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying,  
 
(Side 1):  “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is 
now nearly over.”  
 
(Reader):  So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other,  
 
(Side 2):  “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to 
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  
 
(Reader):  That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They 
were saying,  
 
(ALL):  “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  
 
(Reader):  Then they told what had happened on the road, and how 
he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Sing verses 6-7 of “Hallelujah Daffodil” 
 
 
Special Music – Ringers of Hope  

“All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
 
 
Sermon – Pastor Hans Peterson 
 
Song of the Day   – “Travelers on the Journey” 
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Prayers for the World    
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  Each petition will close with the words: God, who is mercy: 
 Congregational  response “Hear our Prayer” 

 
 

Offering     

 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the 
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact 
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. 
 
 
Offering Song:  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
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The Feast     
 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
 
 
O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
(This version adapted by Parker J. Palmer) 
 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one 
Give us this day the bread we need, 
Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,  
from each one to each one 
Lead us to holy innocence  
Beyond the evil of our days –  
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this 
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
  
 
  Communion Song:  “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”, “I 
Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion   

 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 Purpose Sightings: 
 
 

MILESTONES! – “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Refrain 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Benediction 
 

“Life is short and we have too little time to gladden the hearts of those 
who travel the way with us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be 
kind…. and may the blessing of God be with you always. In the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, Mother of us all. Amen . 

Henri-Frédéric Amiel   https://goodsamaritan.dioet.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3159888  

 
Sending Song:  “I Walk by Faith 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
  
 
 
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


