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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Song – “’Open the Eyes of my Heart” 
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 

 
 
 
 

Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community 
of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

(Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-9, Luke 9:28-36) 
The presence of God surrounds us, and yet too often we go about our 
daily lives oblivious to the power of Holy Spirit moving in our midst. Let 
us together confess the ways in which we are blind to God’s ever-
present care. 
 
God of rainbows and puddles, 
Lover of snowshowers and clear blue skies, 
we confess to you and to one another 
the many ways we fail to live the lives you want for us. 
We make ourselves busy with many things, 
and neglect to listen to your voice. 

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed 

under CC BY 
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All too often we see the worst in the world around us, 
and look past your signs of hope. 
We are quick to voice our dissent with one another, 
and refuse to see your face 
in the persons with whom we disagree. 
We focus on our own hurts, anger, and disappointments, 
and close our hearts to your transforming grace. 
O Holy Light of the world, forgive us. 
Open our eyes to your endless possibilities. 
Give us courage to listen for your call to us. 
Take our hearts of stone, 
and make them new again with your holy love. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon (2nd Peter 1:19) 
 
Do not be afraid. God’s light has come into the world and has scattered 
the darkness; the morning star rises in our hearts. Rejoice! For God does 
not hold our sins against us, but embraces us as God’s own beloved. 
 
~ Rev. Nancy J, on her blog, wonderings through life and other such nonsense. 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day   
 
Let us pray,  
God of justice, peace and righteousness 
come into our midst this day 
Breathe your breath, 
your Spirit of prophecy, 
your energy, 
your enlivening, 
your imagination on us. 
Wake us up 
Open our eyes 
Unplug our ears 
That we might hear 
That we might see 
That we might grieve 
That we might dream 
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That we might follow the ways of your extraordinary rule of love 
Amen 
 
~ posted on the Jonny 
Baker blog. http://jonnybaker.blogs.com/jonnybaker/2012/07/wake-
up.html 
 
 
Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:   
 
 
Children’s Time 

THE STORY 
 

(Narrator): Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from John 9: 1-41   
 
6 Voices Needed:  Narrator, Disciple, Jesus, Man born blind, Pharisee 1, 
Pharisee 2. 
 
 

NARRATOR: While walking along the road, Jesus saw a man who was 
blind since his birth. 

DISCIPLE: Teacher, who sinned? Who is responsible for this man’s 
blindness? Did he commit sins that merited this punishment? If not his 
sins, is it the sins of his parents? 

JESUS: Neither. His blindness cannot be explained or traced to any 
particular person’s sins. He is blind so the deeds of God may be put 
on display. While it is daytime, we must do the works of the One who 
sent Me. But when the sun sets and night falls, this work is 
impossible. Whenever I am in the world, I am the Light of the world. 

NARRATOR: After He said these things, He spat on the ground and 
mixed saliva and dirt to form mud, which He smeared across the blind 
man’s eyes. 



 
 

6 

JESUS: (to the blind man): Go, wash yourself in the pool of Siloam. 

NARRATOR: Siloam means “sent,” and its name reminded us that his 
healing was sent by God. The man went, washed, and returned to 
Jesus, his eyes now alive with sight. Then neighbors and others who 
knew him were confused to see a man so closely resembling the blind 
beggar running about. 

 

 

BLIND MAN 
Author Unknown 

 
Blind man sits by the road and he cries (3X) 

He cries, “Oh, oh, oh, show me the way,  
Show me the way, show me the way 

The way to go home.” 
 

We all sit by the road and we cry (3X) 
We cry, “Oh, oh, oh, show us the way, 

Show us the way, show us the way 
The way to go home.” 

 
 

TOWNSPEOPLE (Side 1): Isn’t this the man we see every day sitting and 
begging in the streets? 

OTHERS (Side 2):  This is the same man. 

TOWNSPEOPLE  (Side 1):  This cannot be him. But this fellow bears an 
uncanny resemblance to the blind man. 

MAN BORN BLIND: I am the same man. It’s me! 

OTHERS (Side 2):  How have your lifeless eyes been opened? 

MAN BORN BLIND: A man named Jesus approached me and made 
mud from the ground and applied it to my eyes. He then said to me, 
“Go, wash yourself in the pool of Siloam.” I went and washed, and 
suddenly I could see. 
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ALL TOWNSPEOPLE (ALL):  Where is this man who healed you? 

MAN BORN BLIND: I don’t know. 

NARRATOR: The townspeople brought the formerly blind beggar to 
appear before the Pharisees the same day Jesus healed him, which 
happened to be on the Sabbath Day. The Pharisees began 
questioning him, looking for some explanation for how he could now 
see. 

MAN BORN BLIND: He smeared mud on my eyes, and I washed; now I 
see. 

PHARISEE 1: God can’t possibly be behind this man because He is 
breaking the rules of the Sabbath. 

PHARISEE 2: How can such a lawbreaking scoundrel do something like 
this? 

NARRATOR: The Pharisees were at odds with one another about Jesus 
and could not agree whether His power came from God or the devil. 

PHARISEE 1: (to the formerly blind man): What do you say about this 
man, about the fact He opened your eyes so you could see? 

MAN BORN BLIND:   I have no doubt—this man is a prophet. 

NARRATOR: Some of the Jews suspected the whole situation was a 
charade, that this man was never blind. So they summoned the man’s 
parents to testify about his condition. 

PHARISEE 2: Is this man your son? Do you testify that he has been blind 
from birth? How therefore does he now see? 

PARENTS: (ALL Parents)  We can tell you this much: he is our son, and he 
was born blind. But his new sight is a complete mystery to us! We do 
not know the man who opened his eyes. Why don’t you ask our son? 
He is old enough to speak for himself. 

NARRATOR: The man’s parents were a bit evasive because they were 
afraid of the Jewish leaders. It had been rumored that anyone who 
spoke of Jesus as the Anointed One would be expelled from the 
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synagogue. So they deferred the thorny question to their son, and the 
Pharisees called on him a second time. 

PHARISEE 1: Give God the credit. He’s the One who healed you. All 
glory belongs to God. We are persuaded this man you speak of is a 
sinner who defies God. 

MAN BORN BLIND: If this man is a sinner, I don’t know. I am not 
qualified to say. I only know one thing: I was blind, and now I see. 
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PHARISEE 2:  What did He do to you? How did He give you sight? 

MAN BORN BLIND: Listen, I’ve already answered all these questions, 
and you don’t like my answers. Do you really need me to say it all 
over again? Are you thinking about joining up with Him and 
becoming His followers? 

PHARISEE 1:  You’re one of His followers, but we follow Moses. We have 
confidence that God spoke to Moses, but this man you speak of is a 
mystery; we don’t even know where He comes from. 

MAN BORN BLIND: Isn’t it ironic that you, our religious leaders, don’t 
even know where He comes from; yet He gave me sight! We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but He does respond and work 
through those who worship Him and do His will. No one has ever 
heard of someone opening the eyes of any person blind from 
birth. This man must come from God; otherwise, this miracle would 
not be possible. Only God can do such things. 

PHARISEE 2:  You were born under a cloud of sin. How can you, of all 
people, lecture us? 

NARRATOR: The religious leaders banished him from their 
presence. Jesus heard what had happened and sought out the man. 

 

JESUS:  Do you believe in the Son of Man? 

MAN BORN BLIND:  I want to believe, Lord. Who is He? 

JESUS: You have seen His face with your new eyes, and you are talking 
to Him now. 

MAN BORN BLIND: Lord, I do believe. 

NARRATOR: The man bowed low to worship Jesus. 
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I’m A Believer 
Words and Music by Neil Diamond 

 
I thought love was only true in fairy tales,  

meant for someone else but not for me.  
Love was out to get me. That’s the way it seemed.  

Disappointment haunted all my dreams. 
 

Then I saw your face; now I’m A Believer! 
Not a trace of doubt in my mind.  
I’m in love, and I’m A Believer!  

I couldn’t leave you if I tried. 
 

I thought love was more or less a givin’ thing;  
seems the more I gave the less I got. 

What’s the use in tryin’? all you get is pain.  
When I needed sunshine, I got rain. 

 
Then I saw your face; now I’m A Believer! 

Not a trace of doubt in my mind.  
I’m in love, and I’m A Believer!  

I couldn’t leave you if I tried. 
Instrumental 

 
JESUS: I have entered this world to announce a verdict that changes 

everything. Now those without sight may begin to see, and those 
who see may become blind. 

(ALL):  Surely we are not blind, are we? 

JESUS: If you were blind, you would be without sin. But because you 
claim you can see, your sin is ever present. 

 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon   – Pastor Hans Peterson 
 
Song of the Day   – “Everyone is a Child of God” 
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Prayers for the World    

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.  Each petition will close with the words: Lord, who is mercy: 

And you are invited to respond:  Hear our prayer. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering     

Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the 
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact 
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. 
 

Offering Song:  “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 
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The Feast     
 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
 
 
O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this 
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
  
 
  Communion Song:  “Be Thou My Vision”, “The Power of your 
Love”, “Healer of our Every Ill” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion   
 

God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 Purpose Sightings: 
 
 
 

MILESTONES! – “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” vs. 1 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
 
 



 
 

22 

 
 

Final Blessing    
 

May God, who comes to us in the things of this world, 
bless your eyes and be in your seeing. 
 
May Christ, who looks upon you 
with deepest love, bless your eyes 
and widen your gaze. 
 
May the Spirit, who perceives what is 
and what may yet be, 
bless your eyes and sharpen your vision. 
 
May the Sacred Three bless your eyes and cause you to see. 
 
~ from In the Sanctuary of Women, copyright © Jan L. Ri 
 
 
Sending Song:  “I Saw the Light” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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