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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Song – “’Round the Table” 
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 

 This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed 

under CC BY 
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Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community 
of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
 
Prayer of Confession   
Prayer of Confession  

(inspired by John 4: 4-42) 
 
God of living water, we confess the dryness of our lives: 
the brittle words we have thought and spoken . . . 
the relationships that are crumbling . . . 
the arid perspective that centers on self . . . 
the cracked and jagged edges of our world . . . 
Hear our confession, O Christ, 
and rain down your mercy upon us. 
 
[Silence] 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Jesus says, 
“Those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. 
The water that I will give will become in them a spring of living water.” 
 
~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on her Spacious 
Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/     
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray,  
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the 
well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:   
 
 
Children’s Time 

 
THE STORY 

 
(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from John 4: 5-42. 

 
 

 
 
(Reader):    5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well 
was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 
 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 
“Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy 
food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, 
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
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common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater 
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and 
his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I 
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become 
in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to 
keep coming here to draw water.”   
 
refrain of Praise to you 
 

 
 
 
(Reader):  16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to 
her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had 
five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are 
a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say 
that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 
such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him 
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must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will 
proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is 
speaking to you.”  
 
 refrain of Praise to you 
 

 
 
(Reader):   27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that 
he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you 
want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left 
her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and 
were on their way to him. 
 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not 
know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has 
brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not 
say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look 
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, 
so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying 
holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered 
into their labor.” 
 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; 
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and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of 
his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”   
 
refrain of Praise to you 
 

 
 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Sermon   – Pastor Hans Peterson 
 
 
Song of the Day   – “Praise to You” 
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Prayers for the World    

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.  Each petition will close with the words: Lord, who is mercy: 

And you are invited to respond:  Hear our prayer. 



 
 

9 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Offering     

 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the 
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact 
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. 
 
The congregation is invited to be seated as we sing the creed today 
while we worship God with our offering. 
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The Feast     

 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
 
 
O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
 



 
 

12 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this 
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  Communion Song:  “Here is Bread, Here is Wine”, “You Satisfy 
the Hungry Heart”, “Jesus Name above all Names” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion   
 

God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 Purpose Sightings: 
 
 
 

MILESTONES! – “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” vs. 1 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Final Blessing    

May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk 
something big for something good, and grace to remember that 
the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for 

anything but Love.   William Sloane Coffin 
 
 
 

Sending Song: “Where Justice Rolls Down” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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Other options: Let Justice Roll down (potential opening song) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


