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Prelude 
 
Opening Song – “’Round the Table” 
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Welcome  * Welcome Pads * Post it Notes 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you 
right where you are, and you are welcome here.  
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Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community 
of the Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 
God of glory, 
you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, 
to reveal your love for all people. 
 
We confess that our brokenness and pride hide the brightness of your 
light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; 
we do not strive for peace. 
 
Forgive us, God.  In your mercy, cleanse us, renew us 
and baptize us once again with your Spirit, 
so that, as forgiven and renewed people, 
we may reflect the love and life of Jesus Christ 
into our world. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
(inspired by Colossians 3:1) 
 
Our God is a God of grace and mercy and love; 
know that your sin has been forgiven. 
May you be strengthened in all goodness. 
Since we have been raised with Christ, 
let us seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, right alongside the One who creates the cosmos. 
Thanks be to God; Amen. 
 
~ adapted from a post on the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada website. http://presbyterian.ca/worship/ 
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Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray,  
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries 
of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from 
the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed 
our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, 
and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 
Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:   
 
 
 
 
Children’s Time 

 
THE STORY 

 
(Reader): Our  story and God’s story continues today with two 
readings.  First, a reading Psalm 2. 
 
 Why are the nations in an uproar? 
  Why do the peoples mutter  empty threats? 
 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes  plot 
together, 
  against the LORD and against the  LORD’s anointed? 
 “Let us break their  yoke,” they say; 
  “let us cast off their  bonds from us.” 
 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 
  the LORD holds them  in derision.  
 Then in wrath God speaks to them, 
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  and in rage fills them with terror. 
 “As for me, I have anointed my king 
  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
 Let me announce the decree of the LORD, 
  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 
  and the ends of the earth for your possession.  
 You shall crush them with an iron rod 
  and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
 And now, you kings, be wise; 
  be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
 Submit to the LORD with fear, 
  and with trembling bow in worship; 
 lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 
  Happy are all who take refuge in God!  
 
 
 
 
 
(Reader): Our  second reading comes from the Gospel of Matthew 
chapter 17, verses 1-9. 
 

 
 
(Reader):  Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus,  
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(Side 1):  “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  
 
(Reader):  While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said,  
 
(Side 2):  “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen 
to him!”  
 
(Reader):  When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and 
were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying,  
 
(Side 1):  “Get up and do not be afraid.”  
 
(Reader):  And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 
himself alone.  As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
ordered them,  
 
(Side 2):  “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has 
been raised from the dead.” 
 
(Reader):   Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 
 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Sermon   – Pastor Andy Evenson 
 
 
 
Song of the Day   – “Dazzling Presence on the Mountain” 
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Prayers for the World    

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.  Each petition will close with the words: Lord, who is mercy: 

And you are invited to respond:  Hear our prayer. 
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Offering     

 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the 
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact 
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a 
check off at the church office. 
 
The congregation is invited to be seated as we sing the creed today 
while we worship God with our offering. 
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The Feast     

 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
 
 
O Come Lord Jesus be our Guest and let these gifts to us be blest. All 
praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus 
was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this 
meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  Communion Song:  “Bind us Together”,  “I want to walk as a 
Child of the Light” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion   
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God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 Purpose Sightings: 
 
 
 

MILESTONES! – “Light of the World” vs. 1 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a 
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our 
life.  
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Final Blessing    

May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk 
something big for something good, and grace to remember that 
the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for 

anything but Love.   William Sloane Coffin 
 
 
 

Sending Song: “Shine Jesus Shine” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
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Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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