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Gathering 

 
Music to Prepare Us for Worship 
 
Gathering Songs “There’s a Star in the East” & “Feliz Navidad” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feliz Navidad, 

(fuh-leese Nah-vee-dahd) 
Prospero Ano y 

(Pro-sparrow  onyo ee) 
Felicidad. (fuh-leese see-dahd) 
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Welcome   
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  we believe God meets you right 
where you are, and you are welcome here.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Not celebrate? by Ann Weems  
 
Not celebrate? 
Your burden is too great to bear? 
Your loneliness is intensified during this Christmas season? 
Your tears have no end? 
Not celebrate? 
You should lead the celebration! 
You should run through the streets 
to ring the bells and sing the loudest! 
You should fling the tinsel on the tree, 
and open your house to your neighbors, and call them in to dance! 
For it is you above all others who know the joy of Advent. 
It is unto you that a Savior is born this day, 
One who comes to lift your burden from your shoulders, 
One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes. 
You are not alone, 
for He is born this day to you. 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed 

under CC BY 



 
 
 

4 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not.  
Merciful God, 
  

you sent a star to guide the men from the East 
 to the place where the baby lay. 
 You helped them understand the significance of what they saw 
 and allowed them to decide wisely 
 on the best road to take home. 
 We are sorry for those times 
 when we turn a blind eye to the guidance you give us 
 as we seek to follow our own path of faith. 
 We are sorry for being slow to be moved 
 by the miracles of your goodness 
 that are made known to us day by day. 
 We are sorry for sometimes taking the wrong paths, 
 for being led by others when their advice or ideas are wrong, 
 for those times we have been diverted, 
 choosing instead a lesser code to live by. 
 Lord help us. 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Lead us by a brighter star. 
 In your Son’s name we pray. Amen.  
 
 God, whose faithfulness never fails us, loves and forgives us.  
 God forgives all our sins – what a wonderful gift! -- 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  
 
 
Greet Someone New 
Music to bring us back together:  (Feliz Navidad) 
 
Reprise of “Feliz Navidad” to gather everyone back together 
 
 
 
Children’s Time 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all.            And 
also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray:  
 We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the innocent children of Bethlehem by order of King 
Herod. Receive into the arms of your mercy all innocent victims. By your great might frustrate the designs 
of evil tyrants and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Poem  

The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman 

One voice:  When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock,  
The work of Christmas begins: 
All: To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart.  

 

Carol – “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
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The Word 

 
(Reader):  Our story and God’s story continues today, on this first day of a new 
year, in the book of Matthew the second chapter, verses 13-18. 
 
(Reader):  Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said,  
 
(Side 1):  “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
 
(Reader):  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,  
 
(Side 2):  “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
(Reader):   When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he 
was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned 
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: 
 
 (Side 1):  “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 
 (Side 2):  Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story. 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Reflection – Hans Peterson 
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Carol – “Jesus Entered Egypt” 
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Poem  
Noel by JRR Tolkien 
 
Grim was the world and grey last night: 
The moon and stars were fled, 
The hall was dark without song or light, 
The fires were fallen dead. 
The wind in the trees was like to the sea, 
And over the mountains’ teeth 
It whistled bitter-cold and free, 
As a sword leapt from its sheath. 
The lord of snows upreared his head; 
His mantle long and pale 
Upon the bitter blast was spread 
And hung o’er hill and dale. 
The world was blind, the boughs were bent, 
All ways and paths were wild: 
Then the veil of cloud apart was rent, 
And here was born a Child. 
The ancient dome of heaven sheer 
Was pricked with distant light; 
A star came shining white and clear 
Alone above the night. 
In the dale of dark in that hour of birth 
One voice on a sudden sang: 
Then all the bells in Heaven and Earth 
Together at midnight rang. 
Mary sang in this world below: 
They heard her song arise 
O’er mist and over mountain snow 
To the walls of Paradise, 
And the tongue of many bells was stirred 
in Heaven’s towers to ring 
When the voice of mortal maid was heard, 
That was mother of Heaven’s King. 
Glad is the world and fair this night 
With stars about its head, 
And the hall is filled with laughter and light, 
And fires are burning red. 
The bells of Paradise now ring 
With bells of Christendom, 
And Gloria, Gloria we will sing 
That God on earth is come. 
 
Carol – “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
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Poem 
Who Wouldn't Go? (Up on the Housetop) 
by Matthew D. Meyer 
 
Like a thief in the night, o Lord, descend, 
down through the chimney with lots of toys 
with a click and a trump and a ho, ho, ho! 
 
Then, o Lord, what Christmas joys-- 
all of creation like a stocking filled 
(oh, just see what a glorious fill!) 
with new heav'n and earth, 
with gold and pearl and precious stone. 
 
Thy kingdom come, o Lord, 
wrapped in ribbon, swaddling cloths-- 
all for the little ones: Christmas joys. 
Virgin by Sam Gutierrez  
It seems everyone wants at least 3-5 years experience. 
Except God, that is. 
He looks for the one willing to try something new.  
 
Carol – “It Came upon A Midnight Clear” 
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Poem 
Yesterday’s Pain 
by Ann Weems 
 
In the godforsaken, obscene quicksand of life, 
there is a deafening alleluia 
rising from the souls of those who weep, 
and of those who weep with those who weep. 
If you watch, you will see 
the hand of God 
putting the stars back in their skies 
one by one 
Yesterday’s Pain 
Some of us walk in Advent 
tethered to our unresolved yesterdays 
the pain still stabbing 
the hurt still throbbing. 
It’s not that we don’t know better; 
it’s just that we can’t stand up anymore by ourselves. 
On the way of Bethlehem, will you give us a hand? 
 
Carol – “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
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The Feast 
  

Offering     
 
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you support God’s 
ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the church office and sign up for simply giving or 
give online or drop a check off at the church office. 
 
 
 
Offering Song – “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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The Feast     
 

Setting the Table   the children lead us as we sing together:   
Gloria – In Excelsis Deo (2X) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
 
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
 

 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when Jesus was 
betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave 
it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is 
the new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of fellowship with 
the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you had more. 
Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and those of you who have 
failed. Come, those of you who depend on this meal for your lives, and those of 
you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

 
 
 
Communion Carols “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” & “Love Has Come” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and 
keep you in his peace.  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion   
 

God of the abundant table, 
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you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

   The Sending 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to transform lives through 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MILESTONES! – “Auld Lang Syne” 
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a community to 
share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our life.  
 
Milestones!  

 
Blessing for the end of 2022 and the beginning of 2023 
Let us bid 2022 farewell. With gratitude, we step into this new year, shaped by the events of this past year, both 
good and hard. Let us ask God to help us let go of the things that need to be let go of. Let us ask God to teach us 
and prepare out hearts, our minds, our lives for today, the beginning of 2023.  And now may the Lord bless you and 
keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
Carol - “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord.      Thanks be to God   
 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS023086. CCLI License # 3277748.                  OneLicense.net license # A-726070 
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