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Gathering Songs  “Your River O God”



(guitar: capo 2)

YOUR RIVER O GOD

Larry Olson
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Welcome

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe God meets you right
where you are, and you are welcome here.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
community of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Greet Someone New

Music to Bring Us Back Together

Confession and Forgiveness

The Holy Spirit has brought us to this place today.

Amen.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the strength of our ancestors,
the hope of our children, the one who gives us the ability to “go out”.
Amen.

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us confess
to the world, to each other and to ourselves that God is God — and
we are not.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our helper,

we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We
have not finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but
ignored strangers. We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift



our burdens, gracious God. Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these
promises: God will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost
have been found. As a called and ordained minister in the church of
Jesus Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sin, in the name + of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Rejoice with the angels at this good news.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day - (Matthew)

Let us pray. Almighty God,

you have taught us in your Son that love fulfills the law. Inspire us to
love you with all our heart, our soul, our mind, and our strength, and
teach us how to love our neighbor as ourselves, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE STORY

Pastor Hans: Today, our story and God’s story is found in the
scriptures chosen by the confirmation youth.

Sermon — Pastor Hans Peterson

Faith Statements: Matthew, Nathan, Anna



Matthew's faith statement

As a kid, you hear the apostles creed in church, and you think it is just a church thing
that is really important to our religion. But as I've grown in my faith | have looked more in depth
at it and actually thought what does it mean? The belief of the Holy Trinity. The Father, The Son,
and The Holy Spirit.

The Father, the one that created it all, and brought life to us. Created each one of us in
the image of him. He even loved us so much that he sent his only son to save us from sin.

The Son, the child of God, sent down to Earth to save us so we don't have to go through
what we should have to. He was a miracle. Born to a virgin, rose from the dead...what a guy. |
will always be thankful that he saved us from the evil things in this world. He went through a Iot.
Doing great things just for people to doubt and hate him and getting crucified by his own
believers.

The Holy Spirit, I've always been able to understand the father and the son, but the Holy
Spirit just seems to evade me. It's an idea, a sense, a presence. Like gravity... or oxygen. You
know it exists, but you can't physically see it. | think people tend to believe in things they can
see, and that's why | think The Holy Spirit is the hardest to understand. | know the Spirit exists
but it's hard to wrap your head around. And that is one thing | really want to dive into and
explore more as | travel down this path of discovering my faith.

As a child and a teen, y. ou always pray for things to go your way and be good. For
example, in sports, or in tests, and in life. But I've heard it once, and now | always pray for God’s
will to be done. | have learned to put my trust in the Lord and always know that God has a plan.
I think it's hard to put all your trust into somebody knowing they have your best interests in mind.
But when it comes to the Lord | know | can come to him with anything and put my trust in him
knowing he has a plan.

My verse is John 11:25. It says, “Jesus said to her, “I| am the resurrection and the life.
The one who believes in me will live even though they die” | think that verse is extremely
powerful to a believer. It basically says that if you believe in him you will have eternal life in him.
Eternity is a very long time. Eternity... forever... Sometimes when you think when you die, if you
believe, and spread God’s word that you will live with him forever in heaven. And | always have
that little red devil of doubt from movies on my left shoulder saying that he isn’t real and it will
just be a black screen forever so why waste your time believing. And it scares me, it really does.
But on my left shoulder | have the powerful, almighty, overruling God saying that heaven is real
and | will prosper with him and all my dead family, and all the believers. And | truly, genuinely
believe at the end of the day, one day, hopefully when I'm grey and old, and | die, that | will be
with him in heaven.



Nathan's faith statement

| believe that there is one god, who chooses to reveal himself as the father, the son, and
the holy spirit. He is a loving, understanding, and forgiving god. He is everlasting and he is
always there for you. The bible verse that | chose is from Dueteronomy 31, verse 6 and it says
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God
goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”. This verse really sticks out to me
because no matter how many times you mess up or do something wrong, he will always be
there to forgive you. The path that God has created for you will always remain the same and
you do not have to worry about what is to come in the future. He always forgives you and he will
always reassure you.

In the past, | have lost faith and | have forgotten what it truly means to worship the god
with everything you do. In those tough times, the people that reach out to you to pull you back in
can be the people that you never thought would do that. One person who did that for me is a
friend that | was very close with at a time, but for some reason we kind of grew apart. One night
he asked me if | wanted to go to youth group at his church because a lot of people were going
and he told me it will be fun. | ended up going and | enjoyed it very much. While | was there |
learned what it was like to be able to come together with a group of people that had the same
interests as you and worship god. Not everyone has the same beliefs, and not everyone talks to
god the same way, but everyone has something they need to get off their chest or talk to
someone about. | went again the next week, and this time we talked about the journey that god
has planned for you. | thought about how me and that same friend that | used to be so close
with started hanging out again because of this amazing group of people that came together to
worship our one and only god. God brings people together in the most amazing ways that you
would never think of. | believe that god sent this friend back to me so that | could regain my faith
and figure out what it means to live your life in the thought that we worship our god in our every

move.



The verse that | chose represents my journey so well because it is saying that god is
never going to leave your side or give up on you no matter how far away you get from him. He
will always be right there for you and he will always be trying to reel you back in to what is the
most important. | believe that God gave his only son to die on the cross so that we could be

forgiven of all our sins and we can start over and begin a new relationship with him.
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EVERYONE IS A CHILD OF GOD

Larry Olson
Hans Peterson
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Affirmation of Baptism
Dear friends, we give thanks for the qift of baptism and for these
people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public
affirmation of their baptism.

Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another
representative of the congregation:

Parents/sponsors and all those who are here to support this particular
youth will simply stand up from where they are seated and present
their loved one. The names will be in alphabetic order and will appear
on the power point slide.

We present name , who desires to make public affirmation of her/his
baptism.

Let us pray. Merciful God,

we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to
yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

Profession of Faith
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of
baptism. The assembly may stand and join in the responses.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church.



Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
| renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirite

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God'’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each person responds:
| do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers
and pray for them in their life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Those making affirmation may sit. The presiding minister prays for
God'’s blessing.

A chair will be placed in the center. The youth will sit in the chair and
be surrounded by family, Godparents, mentors and others who want
fo bless.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir
up in the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever. Amen

THANKSGIVING FOR MENTORS —

Let us pray - Dear God of relationship,

Thank you for the gifts of friendship, faith in the family of Christ. We
thank you for the gifts of prayer, support, and love given by Jim
Nelson, Nancy Redetzke and Mike Weisenberger, as they mentored
students. We thank you, God for these good and faithful witnesses to
a life of faith. Amen.



MENTORS BLESS THEIR MENTEE
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your father in heaven.

Those making public affimation stand and face the assembly. A
representative of the congregation addresses the assembly.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world. Alleluia!

Song/Hymn “Let the River Flow” As we sing together, the confirmands
will remind the congregation of their baptism by sprinkling them with
water from the fount.



Whosozver believes in me...streams of living water will flow from within kim. (John 7:38)

Let the River Flow
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Offering

Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the
ways you support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact
the church office and sign up for simply giving or give online or drop a
check off at the church office.

Offering Song “Borning Cry”



Boming Cry
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THE FEAST

Setting the Table the children lead us as we sing together:
Hark to the chimes, come bow your heads, Lord we thank you
for Daily Bread (for daily bread) (2X)

Amen, Amen.....

Thanksgiving at the Table
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3. Bless'd is he who comes in the name of the Lord

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed
it and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take
and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Lord,
remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:



The Lord’s Prayer

We pray our common prayer that Christ taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth.

So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you
had more. Come, those of you who have fried to follow Jesus and
those of you who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on
this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing.

These are the qifts of God for the people of God.

Communion Song “On Eagle 's Wings”



On Eagle’s Wings
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| prevpmRi< VIREREY) | N
I ﬁ-——-r‘———“ N TIERDE | FREAZR, T 7 =~
!99:&“ ¥ e — =t
L3 1 [ I y—] 1% 4
4 For to the an-gels God’s giv-en a com-mand to
= *r\!_4 o |
SEE— (i 5 Vs
J ! i =k : 1 '
guard you in all of your ways: up - on their hands they will
i N I 1 1 e iy
. i) s e ¢ Fr 4 |
j l 1 l w
bear you up, lest you dash your foot a-gainst a  stone.
Final refrain
0 u Al
U N 1 4 L3 N i i1 | |
L@L\ g ‘I‘ ‘% N % { l\T YRR | 1] 1 : | | ) -
j‘l —.) =1 ‘. b — 0 —I—J_‘—‘—\ 0 —P_‘i_‘_d_; 0
¢ & - ¢
And he will raise you up on ea-gle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
‘Q_gu i Iﬁ1 = [ . F o f B ) F 4
_@jD—F___Q__J = | P !—-f—d_ v-‘l\_" = J _‘1. a} ©
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand.

H ;g ‘ 44 __P I___'_"l | )
(RESSS e S ===
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Text; Michael Joneas, b, 1957
Music: ON EAGLE'S WINGS, Michacl Joncas
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Teat and music 12 1979 OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo. Portland. OR 97213, Al rights reserved, Used by pennission.
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Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am
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Take, oh, take me as am; sum-mon out what I shall be;
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in me.
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME ASTAM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Blessing affer Communion - Hans

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and
keep you in his peace. Amen.

Prayer After Communion — Nathan

Let us pray: Gracious God, you provide the true bread from heaven,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the
Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that
we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
Amen



THE SENDING

(Anna): Why does our church existe What is our purpose?
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.

Purpose Sightings

MILESTONES! - “Borning Cry” Chorus

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a
community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our
life.
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4 “I was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Blessing - Hans

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you:

Wherever he may send you may he guide you through the
wilderness, protect you through the storm;

May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you;
May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors.

Amen.

Sending Song “Trading My Sorrows™ — all kids, youth, and newly
confirmed — come play a rhythm instrument!



Trading My Sorrows

Words and Music by
Darrell Evans
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I'm trad -ing _ my SO - TOWS, __ I'm trad -ing . my _
I'm trad -ing _ my sick - ness, __ I'm trad -ing _ my _
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___shame, I'm lay -ing __ them down for the joy of _ the Lord.
____ pain, I’'m lay -ing __ them down for the joy of _ the Lord.
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_ Yes, Lord, yes, Lord, yes, yes, Lord; Yes, Lord, yes, Lord,
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yes, yes, Lord; _ Yes, Lord, yes, Lord, yes, yes, Lord, a-men. ____
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I am pressed ___ but not ___crushed, per -se - cut-ed, not a - ban -doned, _
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struck down, __ but not de - stroyed; I am blessed __  be-yond the curse, for His

CCLI Song # 2574653
© 1998 Integrity's Hosanna! Music
For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 3277748



Trading My Sorrows - 2
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prom -ise will en - dure, that His  joy’s gon-na be my strength.
25 DBYs D F

Though the sor - row __ may last for __  the night, His joy comes with the morn -
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-ing. ing. I'm trad -ing _  my SOI - TOWS, __
I'm trad -ing _  my sick - ness, __
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I'm trad - ing . my shame, I'm lay - ing __ them
I'm trad - ing _ my pain, I'm lay - ing _ them
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down for the joy of __ the Lord.
down for the joy of __ the Lord.
INTERLUDE
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Go in peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God!

Music to Send You Out
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