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Gathering 
 

 
Music to Prepare Us For Worship 
 
GATHERING SONG – “I Believe, I Do Believe” 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

 



 
 

2 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

3 

 
 
Welcome    

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe God meets you right 
where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Leader:  The words God speaks are the life and sustenance 
of all that exists. The life Jesus gives is the re-creation and renewed 
birth of all that is broken and worn. The Spirit’s stirring in our souls 
is the inspiration for creativity, compassion, joy, and community.  
Let us pray together: 
 
All: Life-giving, life-restoring, life-fulfilling God; 
may our whole lives be worship. 
In all things, may we seek to connect with 
and to reflect your love and your hope. In your name, Amen. 
 
 
 
No Longer Strangers Prayer  
God of the other, above the clamor – the clamor that shouts at us to 
be afraid, to choose sides, and to decide for and against -  is you. You 
always come to us in the chaos and the calm. And so often, you come 
to us as a stranger, as the other, as an enemy. Help us to see you in the 
stranger and to not turn away. Amen. 
 
 
 
 Greet Someone New       
Music to Bring Us Back Together    
 
 
 

 Children’s Time 
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The Word  
(Reader):  Our story and God’s story continues today with two 
readings.  First, a reading from Psalm 8. 
(Reader):   GOD, brilliant Lord, 
    yours is a household name. 
 
 (ALL):   Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you; 
    toddlers shout the songs 
That drown out enemy talk, 
    and silence atheist babble. 
 
(Reader):      I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous, 
    your handmade sky-jewelry, 
Moon and stars mounted in their settings. 
 
   (ALL):     Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, 
Why do you bother with us? 
    Why take a second look our way? 
 
 (Reader):   Yet we’ve so narrowly missed being gods,  
    bright with Eden’s dawn light. 
  
 (ALL):   You put us in charge of your handcrafted world, 
    repeated to us your Genesis-charge, 
 
 
(Reader):   Made us stewards of sheep and cattle, 
    even animals out in the wild, 
Birds flying and fish swimming, 
    whales singing in the ocean deeps. 
 
  (ALL):   GOD, brilliant Lord, 
    your name echoes around the world. 
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(Reader):  Our story and God’s story continues today with a reading 
from the Gospel of John, chapter 16, verses 12-15. 
 
(Reader):  “I have much more to say to you, but you can’t handle it 
now.  However, when the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you in all 
truth. He won’t speak on his own, but will say whatever he hears and 
will proclaim to you what is to come.   
 
(ALL):  He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
proclaim it to you.   
 
(Reader):  Everything that the Father has is mine. That’s why I said that 
the Spirit takes what is mine and will proclaim it to you.  Soon you won’t 
be able to see me; soon after that, you will see me. 
 
(Reader):  Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 

 
(ALL):  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  
  
SERMON  - Pastor Hans Peterson 
 
 
SONG OF THE DAY  - “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
God, who is mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING  
  
OFFERING SONG  “How Majestic is your Name” 
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The Feast     
 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we 
pray together:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts 
to us be blest. Blest be God who is our bread, may all the world 
be clothed and fed. Amen.   

 
 

Invitation to the Meal     
This is not my table or River of Hope’s table, but rather this is 
Christ’s table and all are welcome. If you hunger and thirst for 
grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has 
set this table just for you.  Bring all that you are and all that you 
have to the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is 
enough.   

   
 
Let us pray, God of all good gifts who gives freely to us, 
You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us 
to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us 
to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our 
light. Amen 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed 
it and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take 
and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, 
remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
 
Our Father who art in heaven 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
     and the glory forever and forever. Amen. 
 

 
This is Christ's table. It's a table of love and welcome. It's a table of 
fellowship with the poor and communion with the earth. 
So, come, those of you with great faith and those of you who wish you 
had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and 
those of you who have failed. Come,  those of you who depend on 
this meal for your lives, and those of you for whom it is a strange thing. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
  
  
COMMUNION SONGS  “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”  “My 
Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 

 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?    
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 Purpose Sightings   

 
 

MILESTONES!   
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as 
a community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones 
in our life. 
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BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDING SONG  “From Now On” 
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Go in peace, serve the Lord.. 
Thanks be to God.    
 
 
 

 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 
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