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Gathering   
Music to Prepare Us For Worship 
 

Gathering Song – “The Wonderful Cross” 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 



 
 

2 

 



 
 

3 

 



 
 

4 

 
 
 

 
Welcome    

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe God meets you right 
where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 
 
No Longer Strangers Prayer     
Dear Jesus, We are afraid of strangers and more often than not act to 
separate ourselves, creating “us” and “them.” We forget that we too 
are strangers. You connect us to each other. Give us courage to see 
you in the stranger, because that is where you always are. Amen.   
 
 

Greet Someone New   
Music to Bring Us Back Together   
 
 

Children’s Time 
 
Greeting    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the 
Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    
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Lenten Prayer 
 
O God, who makes all things new, 
new stars, new dust, new life; 
take our hearts, 
every hardened edge and measured beat, 
and create something new. 
 
We need your newness, God, 
the rough parts made smooth; 
the stagnant, stirred; 
the stuck, freed; 
the unkind, forgiven. 
 
And then, by the power of your Spirit, 
to be turned toward Love again.  
All: Amen. 
 
~ by Pamela C. Hawkins, in The Awkward Season: Prayers for Lent (Nashville, TN: Upper Room Books, 2009), 30 Adapted. Posted on Prayer 
and Creeds, https://prayersandcreeds.wordpress.com/ 
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The Word 

 

(Reader):  Our first reading today comes from the book of Isaiah, 
Chapter 43, verses 16-21. 

 (Reader):  Thus says the LORD, 
  who makes a way in the sea, 
  a path in the mighty waters, 
 who brings out chariot and horse, 
  army and warrior; 
 they lie down, they cannot rise, 
  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
  
(Side 1):  Do not remember the former things, 
  or consider the things of old. 
  
(Side 2):  I am about to do a new thing; 
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
  
(ALL):  I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 
  
 (Reader):  The wild animals will honor me, 
  the jackals and the ostriches; 
 for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
 to give drink to my chosen people, 
  the people whom I formed for myself 
 so that they might declare my praise. 
 

 (Reader):  Our story and God’s story continues today with a second 
reading from the Gospel according to John chapter 12, verses 1-8. 
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(Reader):  Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the 
home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave 
a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the 
table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house 
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said,  
 
(Side 1):  “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and 
the money given to the poor?”  
 
(Reader):  (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal 
what was put into it.) Jesus said,  
 
(Side 2):  “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for 
the day of my burial.  
 
(ALL):  You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me.” 
 
(Reader):   Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and 
God’s story. 

 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
Sermon – Pastor Kerri Meyer 
 

 

Song of the Day: “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
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Prayers for the World     
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.   
 

Each petition will close with the words: God of Life 

And you are invited to respond:  Hear our Prayer 
 

Offering   
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you 
support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the church office and sign 
up for simply giving or give online or drop a check off at the church office. 

 
 
 

Offering Talk – Angie Bedard 
 
 

 

The Feast     
 
Setting the Table   the children lead us as we pray together:   
O Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be 
blest.   All Praise to God who is our bread, may all the world be 
clothed and fed. Amen.   

 
Invitation to the Meal     
This is not my table or River of Hope’s table, but rather this is 
Christ’s table and all are welcome. If you hunger and thirst for 
grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has 
set this table just for you.  Bring all that you are and all that you 
have to the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is 
enough.   

   
Let us pray, God of all good gifts who gives freely to us, 
You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us 
to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us 
to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our 
light. Amen 
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Thanksgiving at the Table   
  
The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 
In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship the 
saints alive and the saints resurrected.  
In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship the 
poor, marginalized, and rejected of this world. 
In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship those 
known to us and those not known who need Jesus now. 
In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship Jesus, 
our incarnated, broken and risen Lord. Amen. 
 
As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 
Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed 
it and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take 
and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 
saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, 
remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
 
 
Our Father who art in heaven 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
     and the glory forever and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Communion Songs:  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  “Abide with Me” 
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Blessing after Communion   

Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 

 
 
Prayer for Good Courage  
Let us pray, 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot 
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?    
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
 
 
 
 Purpose Sightings   
 

 
 

MILESTONES!  “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”  
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as 
a community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones 
in our life.  
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Benediction for Lent 
Leader: God be the love to search and keep me;  
God, bet the prayer to move my voice;  
God, be the strength to now uphold me 
All: (sung) O Christ, surround me. O Christ, surround me.  
Leader:  
Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to: 
walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God 
walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High 
walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you. Amen. 
All: (sung) O Christ, surround me. O Christ, surround me.  
  
“O Christ Surround Me'' by Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan ©2004 Worldmaking.net; benediction by Joanna 
Harader, and posted on her Spacious Faith blog. http://spaciousfaith.com/ 

 
 

 
 

 
Sending Song:  “Take My Life, That I May Be” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 

 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


