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Gathering 
Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

 
 

Gathering Song – “Welcome Table” 
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Welcome   - Nate 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe God meets you right 

where you are, and you are welcome here.  

 

 

 

No Longer Strangers Prayer  (Andy)   
(Andy):  God of the Stranger,  

(ALL):  Help us to see you alive in all who we meet, especially those we 

might fear. Transform our fear into hope so that we can love the stranger, 

the enemy, the friend. Your miracle of love is present in each one. Amen. 

 

 

 

Greet Someone New   
Music to Bring Us Back Together   

 

 

 

Children’s Time 
 

 

Greeting   - Matthew 
(Matthew):  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

community of the Holy Spirit is with you all.  

(ALL):  And also with you.    
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LITANY  - 9th Graders step up to microphone 

(Leaders):  Be merciful, says God,  

ALL: As I am merciful. 

(Leaders):  Forgive, says the Lord, 

ALL: As you have been forgiven. 

(Leaders):  But we are human. 

ALL: We are imperfect. 

(Leaders):  We love those who love us, 

ALL: And despise those who ill-treat us. 

(Leaders):  How, O Lord can we forgive? 

ALL: How to love a soul that hates us? 

(Leaders):  Have we not also been forgiven? 

ALL: Do we not receive God’s mercy? 

(Leaders):  Make forgiven ones forgivers, 

ALL: And beloved ones peacemakers. 

(Leaders):  Let us be merciful as God shows mercy. 

ALL: Let us forgive as God forgives. 

 

 
 



 
 

5 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day  - Anna 
 
(Anna):  Let us pray, 
(ALL):  O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where 

there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and 

where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may 

seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 
 

6 

THE STORY 
(Danny):  Our story and God’s story continues today, with a reading 

from Luke 6, verses 27-38. 

 
(Danny):  Jesus said: “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 

who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 

also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold 

even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone 

takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you 

would have them do to you.” 

 

(Jillian):   “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 

For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those 

who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 

the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 

credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 

again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 

High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as 

your Father is merciful.” 

 

 (Matthew):  “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not 

condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back.”  Stay tuned for 

the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story. 

 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Sermon –  Pastor Hans Peterson 

 

Song of the Day – “Made For Love” 



 
 

7 

 
 

 



 
 

8 

 

 

 

Prayers for the World     
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.   
 

Each petition will close with the words: God of Life 

And you are invited to respond with singing: 

 

 
 

Offering   
Worship Leader: Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you 
support God’s ministry here at River of Hope. You can contact the church office and sign 
up for simply giving or give online or drop a check off at the church office. 

 

 

 

Offering Song “What Have We to Offer?” 
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The Feast     
 

Setting the Table   the children lead us as we 

pray together:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts 

to us be blest. Blest be God who is our bread, may all the world 

be clothed and fed. Amen.   

 

Invitation to the Meal     
This is not my table or River of Hope’s table, but rather this is 

Christ’s table and all are welcome. If you hunger and thirst for 

grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has 

set this table just for you.  Bring all that you are and all that you 

have to the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is 

enough.   

   

Let us pray, God of all good gifts who gives freely to us, 

You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us 

to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us 

to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our 

light. Amen 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
  

The Lord is with you   

And also with you   

Lift up your hearts!   

We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

 

In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship the 

saints alive and the saints resurrected.  

In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship the 

poor, marginalized, and rejected of this world. 

In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship those 

known to us and those not known who need Jesus now. 
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In our sharing of bread today we include in companionship Jesus, 

our incarnated, broken and risen Lord. Amen. 

 

As we gather in this place, we remember, that in the night when 

Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed 

it and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take 

and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink 

saying, “This is the new covenant, the new promise, for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Lord, 

remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

 

Our Father who art in heaven 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

          on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

     and the glory forever and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Communion Song:  “Beautiful Savior” 
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Blessing after Communion   
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Good Courage  
Let us pray, 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 

but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?    

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    

 

 

 Purpose Sightings  {Read slides so people online can hear} 

 

 

 

MILESTONES!  “Children of the Heavenly Father” vs. 1-2 

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as 

a community to share the big, small, good, and hard milestones 

in our life.  
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Final Blessing    

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys 

with us   ☩    be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Song:  “We are the Church” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748  OneLicense.net license #A-726070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


