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Gathering   
Gathering Songs – God’s Work, Our Hands  
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Welcome  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,   

we believe God meets you right where you are, and you are welcome here.  

Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the 
Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.    

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray together.  O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our 
salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the 
sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and 
follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The Story  
Narrator: Our story and God’s story continues with a reading from the  Gospel of 

Mark chapter 8, verses 27-38. 

(Narrator):  Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples,  

(Side 1):  “Who do people say that I am?”  

(Narrator):  And they answered him,  

(Side 2):  “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  

(Narrator):  He asked them,  

(Side 1):  “But who do you say that I am?”  

(Narrator):  Peter answered him,  

(Side 2):  “You are the Messiah.”  

(Narrator):  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. Then he began 
to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
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the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,  

(Side 1):  “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
 
(Narrator):  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them,  

(Side 2):  “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me.  

(All):  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  

(Side 1):  For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life?  

(Side 2):  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 

Narrator: Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story.  Thanks be 
to God. 

Sermon   

Hymn: Everyone is a Child of God 

  
  
Offering  
Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you support God’s ministry 
here at River of Hope.  
Offering Music: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
 

The Feast     
Thanksgiving at the Table  
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The Lord is with you   
And also with you   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise.   

On the night in which he was betrayed…   

The Lord’s Prayer    
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

   
Invitation to the Meal    
This is not my table or River of Hope’s table, but rather this is Christ’s  table and all are 
welcome. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, 
then Christ has set this table just for you.   Bring all that you are and all that you have to 
the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough.   

   
“This is the body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.”    

   
Communion Song:  The King of Love My Shepherd is  

 
  Blessing and Prayer After Communion   
Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that 
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Sending   
   

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.    
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MILESTONES! – Be Thou My Vision 
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It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a community to 
share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our life.  
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Explanation of todays WE GO OUT options = Sara Pollmann 

Closing Prayer  
  O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go 
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is 
leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing   
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,☩ be 

upon you now and forever. Amen. 

Sending Song:  Go Make A Difference 
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  Dismissal  
   
   
   
   
   
   

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

Music to Send You Out   
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2021 All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS023086.CCLI License # 3277748. 
OneLicense.net license # A-726070 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS liturgy adapted from Clergy Stuff Copyright © 2020 Clergy Stuff 
GREETING, PRAYER OF THE DAY, APOSTLES CREED, COMMUNION, PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION, BLESSING, DISMISSAL From Sundays and 

Seasons.com. Copyright © 2021 
PHOTOS used with permission from Unsplash 
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