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Gathering
Prelude
Gathering Songs – Shall We Gather at the River & Down By The
Riverside

Welcome
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,
we believe God meets you right where you are, and you are welcome here.

No Longer Strangers Prayer
Let us pray: Gracious God, help us to see your image revealed in all of creation,
especially in those whom we call stranger. Guide us as we seek to join you in
journeying alongside all in need. Amen.

Time with Kids
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Let us confess that God is God and we are not.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: Risen Lord,
C: We admit that we are slow to believe, and even
slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt your
promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim
the power of your resurrection. We choose to live
small lives when you have given us the biggest
gift of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up
to a place where we can serve you faithfully.
P: Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and
pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in
the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the
Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.

Song: Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray together. Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the
prayers of your people. Be our strong defense against all harm and danger, that
we may live and grow in faith and hope, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The Word
Narrator: Our story and God’s story continues with a reading from the
Gospel of Mark. (Mark 5:21-43)
21When

Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 22Then one of the leaders of the
synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and
begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and
lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” 24So he went
with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now there was a

woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had
endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she
was no better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came
up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, “If I but touch
his clothes, I will be made well.” 29Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and
she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware
that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my clothes?” 31And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd
pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32He looked all
around to see who had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened
to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the
whole truth. 34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace, and be healed of your disease.”
35While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to
say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not
fear, only believe.” 37He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and
John, the brother of James. 38When they came to the house of the leader of the
synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39When
he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep?
The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40And they laughed at him. Then he put
them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were
with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by the hand and said
to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 42And immediately the
girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they
were overcome with amazement. 43He strictly ordered them that no one should
know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Sermon
Hymn: Down To The River To Pray
As we sing together, we know that God hears all our prayers, those spoken aloud
and those carried in the quiet of our hearts.
Wherever we are this day, God is with us, and God hears our prayers.

DOWN TO THE RIVER TO PRAY
As I went down in the river to pray, studyin' about that good ole way
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord show me the way
Oh sinners let's go down, let's go down come on down
Oh sinners let's go down, down in the river to pray
As I went down in the river to pray, studyin' about that good ole way
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord show me the way
Oh sisters let's go down, let's go down come on down
Oh sisters let's go down, down in the river to pray
As I went down in the river to pray, studyin' about that good ole way
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord show me the way
Oh brothers let's go down, let's go down come on down
Oh brothers let's go down, down in the river to pray

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers for the World
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Each petition will close with the words: God of Life
And you are invited to respond: Hear our prayer

Offering
Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you support God’s ministry
here at River of Hope.

Offering Music: Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
Lord, let my heart be good soil,
open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil,
where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,
Lord, let my heart be good soil.

The Feast
Setting the Table
As we prepare our tables with gifts of bread, wine/juice, the children lead us as
we pray together: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be
blest. Blest be God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table
The Lord is with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
On the night in which he was betrayed…

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Meal
This is not my table or River of Hope’s table, but rather this is Christ’s table and all are
welcome. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ,
then Christ has set this table just for you. Bring all that you are and all that you have to
the table. You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough.
“This is the body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.”

Communion Song: When Peace Like A River

Blessing and Prayer After Communion
Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Sending
Why does our church exist? What is our purpose? We go out to transform
lives through Jesus Christ.

MILESTONES! – How Great Thou Art
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a community to
share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our life.
How Great Thou Art
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain
Refrain
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!

Blessing
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song: Let The River Flow
Let the River Flow
Let the poor man say, “I am rich in Him,”
Let the lost man say, “I am found in Him,”
And let the river flow;
Let the blind man say, “I can see again,”
Let the dead man say, “I am born again,”
And let the river flow, Let the river flow.

Let the river flow, Let the river flow;
Holy Spirit, come, move in power.
Let the river flow, Let the river flow;
Holy Spirit, come, move in power.
Let the river flow, Let the river flow, Let the river flow. (Repeat All)

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.
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