Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9th, 2021
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www.riverofhopehutchinson.org
Worship on Facebook Premiere, Sundays at 10:30am
or YouTube anytime

Gathering

Prelude

Gathering Songs — There is a Redeemer, Love Come Down



Welcome
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,
we believe God meets you right where you are, and you are welcome here.

No Longer Strangers Prayer

Let us pray: Gracious God, help us to see your image revealed in all of creation,
especially in those whom we call stranger. Guide us as we seek to join you in
journeying alongside all in need. Amen.

Time with Kids
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia!l Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Allelvia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,

for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.

Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever.

Amen.



Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the

Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.
Song: Kyrie & This is the Feast

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. Merciful God,

We cannot save ourselves through our own actions, only through your grace,
freely offered. Yet keep us faithful to the lives we have chosen and make us
examples that others might see and come to believe in you, for the sake of
Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Story

Narrator: Our story and God'’s story continues with a reading from the
book of Galatians. (Galatians 1:13-17, 2:11-21).

You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. | was violently
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14l advanced in
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for | was far more
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15But when God, who had set me
apart before | was born and called me through his grace, was pleased 16to
reveal his Son to me, so that | might proclaim him among the Gentiles, | did not
confer with any human being, 17nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were
already apostles before me, but | went away at once into Arabia, and
afterwards | returned to Damascus. 11But when Cephas came to Antioch, |
opposed him to his face, because he stood self-condemned; 12for until certain
people came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they
came, he drew back and kept himself separate for fear of the circumcision
faction. 13And the other Jews joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14But when | saw that they were not
acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas before them all,
“If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you
compel the Gentiles to live like Jewse” 15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not
Gentile sinners; 16yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the
law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ
Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works
of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17But if, in



our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is
Christ then a servant of sine Certainly not! 18But if | build up again the very things
that | once tore down, then | demonstrate that | am a transgressor. 19For
through the law | died to the law, so that | might live to God. | have been
crucified with Christ; 20and it is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who lives in
me. And the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me. 211 do not nullify the grace of God; for if
justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing.

Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God'’s story.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Hymn: My Faith Looks Up To Thee

As we sing together, we know that God hears all our prayers, those spoken aloud
and those carried in the quiet of our hearts. For those gathering on the
Facebook Premiere, you are invited to write your prayers in the comment section
on the right side of your screen. Wherever we are this day, God is with us, and
God hears our prayers.

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Prayers for the World

Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Each petition will close with the words: God of Life
And you are invited to respond: Hear our prayer

Offering
Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you support God’s ministry

here at River of Hope. If you'd like more information on how to participate in Simply
Giving please contact office@riverofhopehutchinson.org

Offering Music: Take My Life That | May Be

The Feast

Setting the Table

As we prepare our tables with gifts of bread, wine/juice, the children lead us as
we pray together. Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be
blest. Blest be God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord is with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

On the night in which he was betrayed...

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us ourtresspasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to the Meal

This is not my table or River of Hope's table, but rather this is Christ’s table and all are
welcome. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ,
then Christ has set this table just for you. Bring all that you are and all that you have to
the table. You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough.

“This is the body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.”

Communion Song: Lamb of God

Blessing and Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful withesses, that
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Sending

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose¢ We go out to transform
lives through Jesus Christ.

MILESTONES! — Here | Am Lord

It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a community to
share the big, small, good, and hard milestones in our life. Splash in the water this
morning and remember that God joins us in hearing these milestones today. If
you gather with us on Facebook Premiere you are invited to share your
milestones in the comment section.

Blessing

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song: | Walk By Faith

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial
Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

Music to Send You Out
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