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Gathering
Music to Prepare Us for Worship
Gathering Songs – Comfort, Comfort Now My People & Did You Feel
The Mountains Tremble
Welcome
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,
we believe God meets you right where you are, and you are welcome here.

No Longer Strangers Prayer
Let us pray: O God, show us your image in all who we meet, especially those
whom we call stranger. Show us that when we welcome them, we welcome you.
Amen.

Time with Kids
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess that God is God and we are not
Silence is kept for reflection and prayer

Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
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your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s mercy!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the
Holy Spirit is with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie
This is the Feast
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray: God of truth, Through John you challenged your people to repent.
Move us also to put aside the things that get in the way of truly serving you, for
the sake of Jesus our savior. Amen.
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The Story
Narrator: Our story and God’s story continues with a reading from the
gospel of Luke
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.”
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “what then should we do?” In reply he said to them,
“whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked
him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the
amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we
do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them
by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good
news to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because
of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had
4

done, added to them all by shutting up John in prison. Now when all the people
were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you
I am well pleased.”
Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Hymn – Christ When For Us You Were Baptized
As we sing together, we know that God hears all our prayers, those spoken aloud and those
carried in the quiet of our hearts. For those gathering on the Facebook Premiere, you are invited
to write your prayers in the comment section on the right side of your screen. Wherever we are
this day, God is with us, and God hears our prayers.

Prayers for the World
Together we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Each petition will close with the words: God of Mercy
And you are invited to respond: Hear our prayer

Offering
Thank you for your continued generosity and for all the ways you support God’s ministry
here at River of Hope. If you’d like more information on how to participate in Simply
Giving please contact office@riverofhopehutchinson.org

Offering Music -I Offer My Life
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The Feast
Setting the Table
As we prepare our tables with gifts of bread, wine/juice, the children lead us as
we pray together Let us pray: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these
gifts to us be blest. Blest be God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed
and fed. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table
The Lord is with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
On the night in which he was betrayed…

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to the Meal
This is not my table or River of Hope’s table, but rather this is Christ’s table and all are
welcome. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ,
then Christ has set this table just for you. Bring all that you are and all that you have to
the table. You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough.
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“This is the body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.”

Communion Song- Lamb of God
Ble

Blessing and Prayer After Communion
Let us pray.
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and
blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sending
Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.

MILESTONES! – Will You Come and Follow Me
It's time for sharing milestones - a time where we join together as a community to share the big,
small, good, and hard milestones in our life. Splash in the water this morning and remember
that God joins us in hearing these milestones today. If you gather with us on Facebook Premiere
you are invited to share your milestones in the comment section.

Blessing
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen

Sending Song – Wade in the Water
Go in peace – serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God
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