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GATHERING
Music to Prepare Us for Worship

Gathering Songs - “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
“Ancient Of Days”



Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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“Com - fort.com-fort now my peo - ple: tell  of peace!™ So says our God.

For the her-ald’s voice 1s cry - mg in the des - ert far and near,
Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es  plan.
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Com-fort those who sit in darl?- ness moum-ing un - der  sor - row’s load,
call -ing us 0 true re-pen - tance, since the reign of God is  here.
Let your hearts be wrue and hum - ble, as be-fits God's ho - ly reign.
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To God's peo - ple now pro-claim  that God's par - don waits for them!
Oh, that wamn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is © - ver: God will reign in peace for-ev - er
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - jor: hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God's word is nev - er bro - ken.
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Text: Johann G. Ofeanaas, 1635171 1; i Catherime Wiskworth, 18271878, ol
Music: FREU DICH SEHR. Treare guatre preaumics de David, Geneva, 1331




Ancient Of Days

Words and Music by
Gary Sadler and Jamie Harvill
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Ancient Of Days - 2
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Infroduce the Theme with Kids (Give kids the Kid’s Bulletin when done)

Welcome, River Source, Clipboards
(Please Stand) No Longer Strangers Prayer

God of the Stranger, we wait for you to come among us and yet, you tell us you are
already here. You are here in the hunger of a stranger, the handshake of a new friend and
the hug of a loved one. Give us eyes to see you in the face of every person we meet. May
we greet all people, friend and stranger, as we would greet you. Amen.

Meet Someone New

Worship Leader: Now is the time to practice this very dangerous prayer we just prayed —
there are no strangers because of the love we know in Jesus. We simply can’t afford to be
afraid of each other, especially in this place of worship of the God who brings us together.
Visitors, stay right where you are. It’s our job, as River of Hope, to make ourselves a little bit
uncomfortable and to come and say hello to you. So, go and say hi to someone you don’t
know very well or at all.

“Ancient of Days” to bring people back together.

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Pastor: A voice cries out — a voice in the wilderness, but also voices from the cities, suburbs
and towns.

Worship Leader: The cries come as a yearning for peace. The dramatic and prophetic
change was so needed, then and today, too.

Pastor: We light first the candle of hope, trusting that hope for a savior remains.

Worship Leader: We light the second, believing that God’s son might usher in a new order
where God’s love will breathe new life into each of our lives.

Two candles of Advent are lit as the congregation sings verse five of Christ Be Our Light.



Christ, Be Our Light

Text: Bermadette Farrell b. 1457 -

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGH L. Bernadette Fagrell
Toeat and ssusic 2 1903 Bemadin: Farocll Published by OCT Pulications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Puriland, OR 97213,
All sights reserved. Used dy penmission.

Duphication 30 any form prodebeed without percassion or vabid bodsse from copynght sdoemsiratoe.
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I Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man-y arc  hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y arc home-less.  Long-ing for
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Greeting

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe that God meets you exactly where
you are. We gather in the name of that Triune God — the parent who rouses us from
slumber, the shepherd who gently feeds us and the deliverer who sets us free is with you
all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

If we claim that we’re free of sin, we’re only fooling ourselves. A claim like that is errant
nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our sins—make a clean breast of them—he won’t
let us down; he’ll be true to himself. He’ll forgive our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing.

Let us confess to ourselves and to one another that God is God and we are not.
Silence for reflection.

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,

we open our hearts to you, O God. Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep inside.
To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us reflections of the radiant love of your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Announcement of Forgiveness

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has
mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the
river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation.

Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is
coming and is already here, + Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

0O God,

The world as we know it turns upside down in light of your redemption. Encourage us by
the promise that all wrongs will eventually be made right in your eternal kingdom, for
which we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Choir Anthem



THE STORY

Narrator: Our story and God’s story continues today, with a reading from Isaiah 40:1-11.

Narrator: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and
cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out:

Side 1: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low;

Side 2: the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken.”

Narrator: A voice says, “Cry out!” And | said, “What shall | cry?” All people are grass, their
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up,
do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”

Side 1: See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
Side 2: his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.

ALL: He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Narrator: Stay tuned for the continuing story that is our story and God’s story. The Word of God.

ALL: Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. (Mark 1:1-4, 7-8)
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Side 1: The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in
the prophet Isaiah,

Side 2: “See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the
voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

Side 1: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,””

Side 2: John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins.



All: And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than |, the straps

of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | baptize you with®! water,
but he will baptize you with! the Holy Spirit.”

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord.
Sermon

Response: Praise to you, O Christ.

Song After Sermon “Who Am |”

Words and Music by
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Praying Song “Let My Prayer Rise Up" and Prayers of the People

Worship Leader: As we sing, write your prayers on a post-it from the clipboard at the end of
the row. Paper prayers will be collected during the song. The prayers will then be prayed out
loud, anonymously, and placed on the altar.
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Let My Prayer Rise Up
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Text: Holden Evening Praver, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 141

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1930 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Offering

Worship Leader: We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are
churches. Set up automatic giving by going to our website, riverofhopehutchinson.org click
“give” & go from there.

(Please stand as you are able while the gifts/offering is brought forward.)

Offering Song “Come Ye Thankful People Come” (verse 1 only)
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE'S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
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THE FEAST
Setting the Table

As the kids help set the table, make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer
written by Martin Luther:

Let’s pray: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God
who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of company with Jesus,
and all who love him. It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus
identified himself. It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became
incarnate.

There is room for you at this table. So come, you have much faith and you who would like
to have more; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed;

Come. There is room for you.
It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins for all people. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Lord’s Prayer
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then
simply fold your hands in front of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to the Medl
You are welcome to this meal. It is free and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for grace
and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for you.

Communion Songs “l Wonder as | Wander” & “Here is Bread”
18
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won-der as I wan-der, out un-der the sky.
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Text: Appalachian carol, collected by John Jacob Niles, 1892-1980 1 WONDER
Music: Appalachian folk tune, adapt. John Jacob Niles, 1892-1980 12111112

© 1934 (renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc. (A.S.C.A.P.)
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Here Is Bread Here Is Wine

Words and Music by

Graham Kendrick

VERSE
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1. Here  is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, He is with us.

2. Here s grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, He is with us.
3.Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, He is with wus.
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Break the bread, drink the wine, Christ 1s with  us here.
Know His grace, find His peace, feast on Je - sus
We’ll pro-claim, ’til He comes, Je -sus cru - ci-
73 iCHORUS |
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here. In this bread there is heal - ing, in this cup  there's
fied.
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life for - ev - er In this mo - ment, by the Spir - it
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Christ 1S with us here. here.

CCLI Song # 983717
© 1991 Make Way Music

For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 3277748
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(Please Stand)

Blessing after Communion
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
peace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray, in response to your promise of faithfulness and life, we offer our lives. In
response to your promise of love, we offer our love. In response to all of your promises,
we offer our gifts. Amen.

THE SENDING

Why does our church existe What is our purpose?
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.

(Please Be Seated)

Purpose Sightings
Worship Leader: There are many opportunities to serve God and our neighbor — this is the
time to lift those up!

MILESTONES! “You Are Mine” (The congregation will sing — refrain only).

It's time for milestones, a time of sharing milestones in our community. If you have a big, small, good, or
hard milestone in your life and can share it in a few sentences, meet me at the baptismal font and throw a
water drop in as you share your milestone. After each person shares their milestone, the congregation
responds by saying “MILESTONE!”

You Are Mine
4 Refrain
Dt s r == —F =
O i ' i S s
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Do not be a-fraid, I am with you. I have called you each by
£ 'ﬁ“ f *% | i i h
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name. Come and fol-low me, I will bring you home; I
1o stanzas 3 and 4
e e ——— . ——
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love you and you are mine.” ;
4 e

Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: YOU ARE MINE, David Haas )

Text and music @ 1991 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 8(00.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Final Blessing

Final Blessing

A | Leader: All:
Y )
1' — i
o) o .
Let us bless our God: praise and thanks to you.
Presider:
(%] \
May God, Cre-a - tor bless us and keep us, may
) b
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Christ be ev - er light for our lives, may the
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Spir - it of Love be our guide and path, for
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all of our days.
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

Sending Song “Soon and Very Soon”  (Kids are invited to come up & play an instrument)



Soon and Very Soon
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1 Soon and ver - y soon
2 No more cry - in’ there, . .
3 No more dy - in’ there. we are goin’ to see the King,
4 Soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry - in’ there, S .
no more dy - in’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry - in’ there, 5 i3 ;
no more dy - in’ there. we are goin’ to see the King.
soon and ver - y soon
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Hal-le - lu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!
| Coda after stanza 4
0 . ;
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Hal - le - lu - jah, hal - le - lu -
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jah, hal - le - lu - jah, hal - le - lu - jah.

Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Go in peace —serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God

Music to Send You Out

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748 Onelicense.net license #A-726070



