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Sunday Worship at 10:30am 
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********************************************************************************** 
 
 

GATHERING 
 

Music to Prepare Us for Worship 
 

            Gathering Songs – “Here I Am To Worship” & “Hallelujah”  

http://www.riverofhopehutchinson.org/
http://www.riverofhopehutchinson.org/
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Introduce the Theme with Kids (Give kids the Kid’s Bulletin when done) 
 

Welcome, River Source, Clip Boards 
 

(Please Stand) No Longer Strangers Prayer 
 

God of the Stranger,  
Help us to see each other through your eyes. When we see with the eyes of judgement, 
give us your compassion.  When we see with eyes of envy, give us your wisdom. When 
we see with eyes of indifference, give us your love. When we fail to see the hurting 
people in our path, give us your vision.  Equip us, Holy Spirit, to share your compassion, 
wisdom and love with everyone we meet – no exceptions. Amen.  
 

Meet Someone New 
Worship Leader: Now is the time to practice this very dangerous prayer we just prayed – 
there are no strangers because of the love we know in Jesus. We simply can’t afford to be 
afraid of each other, especially in this place of worship of the God who brings us together. 
Visitors, stay right where you are. It’s our job, as River of Hope, to make ourselves a little 
bit uncomfortable and to come and say hello to you.  So, go and say hi to someone you 
don’t know very well or at all. 
 

“Hallelujah” to bring people back together. 
 

Blessing of New Hopefuls to River of Hope  
Those new to River of Hope come to the center of the worship space, between the altar 
and the baptismal font. Those serving on the River Table and the Vision Table will come 
forward and bless the New Hopefuls. 
 

Christian community sends us into the lives of other people. It is why River of Hope prays 
and then practices the No Longer Strangers prayer each week. We are certain that the 
powerful, wily ways of the Holy Spirit brought you into the community of River of Hope. 
And for this action and for you, we thank God. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran theologian, 
says this about community: “We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by 
God. God will be constantly crossing our paths and canceling our plans by sending us 
people with claims and petitions.”  
 
Welcome to a life of interruption after interruption after interruption. It is the way of 
the cross. It is the way of Jesus. 
 

Cori Benson  
Kelly Heide  
Kim Ortloff  
Bob and Ruby Schroeder 
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Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders that you may bear the gentle yoke 
of Christ. + 
 

Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, that you may see the light of Christ, 
illumination for the world. + 
 

Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, that you may walk in the way of Christ, 
inspired by God’s Holy Spirit. + 
 
 

Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, that you may listen for Christ in your neighbor. + 
 

Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, that you may do the work of Christ in your 
daily life. + 
 

Receive the sign of the cross on your heart, that God may dwell there by faith. + 
 

Welcome to River of Hope and the purpose we share: we go out to transform lives 
through Jesus Christ. We join with you in this walk of faith, no matter the twists and 
turns, and celebrate with you this life of following Jesus together. Thanks be to God! 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit 
is with you all.    And also with you. 
 

(Still Standing) 
 

Prayer of the Day    
 

Let us pray, Lord God 
We have not borne the fruit you have desired of us, and yet you show us mercy. 
Plant the seeds of grace within us, that our lives might show forth your glory, for the 
sake of Jesus, amen. 
 
 (Please Be Seated) 
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THE STORY 
 

Narrator:  Our story and God’s story continues today from Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 

All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Narrator:  Let me sing for my beloved, my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and 
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a 
wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

Side 1:  And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me 
              and my vineyard. 

Side 2:  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When          
    I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 

Narrator:  And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will 
make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers 
and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the 
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a 
cry! 

Side 1:  A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
              and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

Side 2:  The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  

Side 1:  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

Side 2:  the spirit of counsel and might,   

Side 1:  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  

Side 2:  His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

Narrator:  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and God’s story. 
ALL: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

Please stand 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Mark 12:1-3 
 

Pastor:   Then Jesus began teaching them with stories: 
 

Side 1:           “A man planted a vineyard. He built a wall around it, dug a pit for pressing 
out the grape juice, and built a lookout tower. Then he leased the vineyard 
to tenant farmers and moved to another country.  

Side 2: At the time of the grape harvest, he sent one of his servants to collect his 
share of the crop But the farmers grabbed the servant, beat him up, and 
sent him back empty-handed.   

Side 1: The owner then sent another servant, but they insulted him and beat him 
over the head. The next servant he sent was killed. Others he sent were 
either beaten or killed, until there was only one left—his son whom he 
loved dearly.  

Side 2: The owner finally sent him, thinking, ‘Surely they will respect my son.’ “But 
the tenant farmers said to one another, ‘Here comes the heir to this estate. 
Let’s kill him and get the estate for ourselves!’   

Side 1: So they grabbed him and murdered him and threw his body out of the 
vineyard. “What do you suppose the owner of the vineyard will do?”  

Side 2: Jesus asked. “I’ll tell you—he will come and kill those farmers and lease 
the vineyard to others. Didn’t you ever read this in the Scriptures? 

All: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. 

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord. 
Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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(Please be Seated) 

 

Sermon 

 

Song “Canticle of the Turning” 
 

Worship Leader: As we sing, write your prayers on a post-it from the clipboard at the 
end of the row. Paper prayers will be collected during the song. The prayers will then be 
prayed out loud, anonymously, and placed on the altar. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Worship Leader: Gathered together as the people of God, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all people and places in need of God’s grace and mercy… 
 

Prayers given to the pray-ers will be prayed out loud, anonymously. Every 3-4 petitions 
will end with:  
 

        Leader:  Life Giving God, 

                    All:   Hear our prayer 
 

When the 2 pray-ers are done with petitions, the worship leader concludes the prayers… 
 

Worship Leader: Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your 
throne of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Financial Stewardship Story:  

How are lives being changed through the work of our table? –  
Brian Tillmann 

 

Offering    
Worship Leader: We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are 
churches.  Set up automatic giving by going to our website, riverofhopehutchinson.org 
click “give” & go from there.  
 
 
 

(Please stand as you are able while the gifts/offering is brought forward.) 
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THE FEAST 
 

Setting the Table 
As the kids help set the table, make a circle around the table holding hands and lead the congregation 
in the table prayer written by Martin Luther:  
 

Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be 
God who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 
 

(Stay Standing) 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord is with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!    We lift them to the Risen Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
Holy Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is praised among all peoples. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven who forever sing this hymn to the glory of your name. 
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In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the 
new covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then 
simply fold your hands in front of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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 (Please be Seated) 

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. It is free, and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for 
grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for 
you. 
 

Communion Songs/Hymns “How Great Thou Art”  

                                                     “Love Lifted Me” 
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(Please Stand)  
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
peace.  Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
       We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  
 

(Please Be Seated)  

 
 

River Table Story 

How are lives being changed through the work of our table? 

           Mike Weisenberger 

 

Sending Song “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” 
(Kids are welcome to come up and play an instrument) 
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Blessing  

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and 
mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.        
 

All: Amen 

 
Go in peace – serve the lord.     Thanks be to God! 

 
Music to Send You Out 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS023086. CCLI License # 3277748.                  OneLicense.net license # A-726070 

 


