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God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday! 
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Gathering 
 

Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

 

Gathering Songs “Let All Things Now Living” 

     “God’s Work, Our Hands” 
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Introduction to the Day’s Theme with Kids 
 

Welcome, River Source, Connection Cards 
 

(Please Stand)  No Longer Strangers Prayer 
 

God of the Stranger,  
Help us to see the each other through your eyes. When we see with the eyes of judgement, 
give us your compassion.  When we see with eyes of envy, give us your wisdom. When we 
see with eyes of indifference, give us your love. When we fail to see the hurting people in 
our path, give us your vision.  Equip us, Holy Spirit, to share your compassion, wisdom and 
love with everyone we meet – no exceptions. Amen.  

 

Meet Someone New 
Worship Leader: Now is the time to practice this very dangerous prayer we just prayed – there 
are no strangers because of the love we know in Jesus. We simply can’t afford to be afraid of 
each other, especially in this place of worship of the God who brings us together. Visitors, stay 
right where you are. It’s our job, as River of Hope, to make ourselves a little bit uncomfortable 
and to come and say hello to you.  So, go and say hi to someone you don’t know very well or at 
all. 
 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” to bring people back together. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. 
 

Creator God, You have given us every good thing on earth: all that we need to live, thrive 
and enjoy this life. Fill us with gratitude for the advantaged position in which we find 
ourselves, that we might use our powers in service toward you. In Jesus’ our savior’s name 
we pray, Amen. 
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The Story 
 

             Narrator: Our story and God’s story continues today, with a reading from Genesis 2:4b-25. 
 

ALL: Glory to you O Lord.  
 

Narrator: These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.  

Side 1: In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the 
field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream 
would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being.  

Narrator: And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Side 2: A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four branches. The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and 
onyx stone are there. The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around 
the whole land of Cush. The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

Narrator: The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall die.” Then the Lord God said,  “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner.” 

Side 1: So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird 
of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and 
to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not 
found a helper as his partner.  

Side 2: So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he 
took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had 
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man 
said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 
Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 
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Narrator: Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story….. 

ALL:  Praise to you O Christ.  

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
Worship Leader: We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are 
churches.  Set up automatic giving by using the green folded paper you were given on your 
way in or go to our website, riverofhopehutchinson.org click “give” and go from there.  

 

 

THE FEAST 
 

Setting the Table 
As the kids help set the table, make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in 
the table prayer written by Martin Luther:  
 
Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God 
who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the new 
covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Worship Leader: You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are 
not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front of you or hang onto this 
bulletin as you pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. It is free and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for grace 
and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for you. 
 

Today, we will gather in a large circle to receive communion and then depart to serve! 
 

THE SENDING 
 

Blessing after Communion 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
peace.   Amen. 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  
         We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  

 

Blessing to Go and Serve 
As Co-creators with God in the ongoing work of creation, we go out to build God’s kingdom 
on earth as it is in heaven! 
 
Now go in the peace of God to do God’s work, using your hands. 
 

Thanks and praise be to God. 
 

 

Sending Song “Go Make a Difference” 
(Kids are welcome to come up and play an instrument) 
 

 



 9 

 



 10 

 
 

 
Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 
 

 

Music to Send You Out 
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