
 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Easter is God’s Great Story for our Lives 
 
 

April 21, 2019 
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:30am 

 
 
 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Bummer seat Bulletin: This seat is NOT reserved. Go ahead – sit here! 

You may have a partially blocked seat, so use this bulletin if you can’t 

see the screen.  You’re welcome. ☺ 
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Gathering 
 

Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

 

Gathering Songs – “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” & “My Redeemer Lives” 
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Call to Worship 
 

Pastor: Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  

ALL: He is not here; for he has been raised, 

Pastor: Then go quickly and tell his disciples,  

ALL: "He has been raised from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.” 

Pastor: Jesus is risen, alleluia! Alleluia! 

ALL: Jesus is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Introduce the Theme with Kids – Alleluia Ribbons 

 

Welcome, River Source, Connection Cards 
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No Longer Strangers Prayer 
God of the Stranger, Help us to see you alive in all who we meet, especially those we 
might fear. Transform our fear into hope so that we can love the stranger, the enemy, 
the friend. Your miracle of love is present in each one. Amen. 

 

Meet Someone New 
Tell someone about a memorable Easter Sunday, Easter outfit, or Easter egg hunt. 
 

Bridge and Chorus of “My Redeemer Lives” to bring people back together. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not.   
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
speak the truth of who we are, we are reminded once again of how madly God loves us. 
 
Silence for confession 
 
God of mercy, 
We confess that we don’t have everything figured out. We confess that we are not holy 
like you are holy. We confess that we try to not need you. We confess that we try to 
not need each other. Forgive us for the ways in which we do not act like your beloved 
children and bring us again to resurrection. 
 
Hear this Good News: 
God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love – loves 
you as you are. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his 
authority, I declare to you – you are forgiven! Your sin is as far removed as the east is 
from the west. You are not defined by your mistakes. Your story is God’s story and so you 
are transformed and made new. You, each of you, a beloved Child of God. Amen! 
Alleluia! 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray, 
Author of Life, the story just gets started today.  Remind us to have no fear, for you are 
with us. You will never give up on us. What a gift! Thank you! Alleluia! Thank you!  Amen.  
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 The Story – Rapid River Players 
 

Narrator: Today, God’s backstory becomes the story of our life as found in Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 

Narrator: After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for 
an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women,  

Angel: “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”  

Narrator: So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said,  

Jesus: “Greetings!”  

Narrator: And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said 
to them,  

Jesus: “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
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NARRATOR: Stay tuned for the continuing backstory that mixes together our backstory with 
God’s.  
 

ALL: Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus is risen!  
 

 (Sing Halle, Halle, Hallelujah again) 

 

 

 

Sermon 

 

Song “Hallelujah” 
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Prayers of the People 
God, author of our story, 
transform our fear into new life. 

 

Offering 
We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are churches.  Set up automatic giving by using the green folded 
paper you were given on your way in or go to our website, riverofhopehutchins.org click “give” and go from there. Today you are 
invited to use the envelope to make a donation to Operation Hope. Above all, we give thanks to God for however it is you give 
back to the world God made. 
 

Offering Song “Crown Him with Many Crowns” verse 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11  



 12 

THE FEAST 
 

Setting the Table 
As the kids help set the table, they make a circle around the table and lead the congregation 
in the table prayer written by Martin Luther:  
 

Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God 
who is our bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord is with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise.    
 

O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
 

In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and 
broke it and gave it to these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the new 
covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

Remembering his death, 
we cry out Amen! Amen! 
Celebrating his resurrection, 
we shout Amen! Amen! 
Trusting his presence 
in every time and place, 
we plead Amen. Amen. 
 

O God, you are Breath: 
send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: 
feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are Wine: 
warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: 
transform us with hope. 
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O God most majestic, 
O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all 
and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
and the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-
holding type, then simply fold your hands in front of you or hang onto this bulletin as you 
pray. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,   
and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.  

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. It is free and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for grace 
and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for you. 
 

Communion Songs/Hymns “Thine Is the Glory” & “Halleluiah, Jesus Lives” 
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Blessing after Communion 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
peace.  Amen. 

The Sending 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?   
We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  

 

MILESTONES! “Hallelujah”  

 

 

 

 
 

Blessing  

You, Child of God, have sung and spoken and prayed and sung and eaten the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. 
May this love you have participated in with all of your body and heart and mind go with 
you freely into the world to be shared extravagantly.  Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 
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Sending Song “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
(Kids parade with Alleluia Ribbons and/or rhythm instruments) 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!       
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Thanks be to God 
 

Music to Send You Out 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS023086 CCLI License # 3277748 
 


