
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
23rd Sunday After Pentecost 

October 28, 2018 
Sunday Worship at 10:30am 

 
Messy Mass 

 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Bummer seat Bulletin: This seat is NOT reserved. Go ahead – sit here! 

You may have a partially blocked seat, so use this bulletin if you 

can’t see the screen.  You’re welcome. ☺ 
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Gathering 

 

Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

 

Gathering Songs “God of Wonders” & “Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble”  
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Introduce the Theme with Kids 
 

Welcome, River Source, Connection Cards 
 

 [Please stand] No Longer Strangers Prayer 
 
God of the Stranger, We are a mess. We insist we are fine, can do it all on our own, all by ourselves. We are 
so lonely. We need you and we need each other. Give us new eyes to see through the mess we create and 
to clearly see you – in the stranger, in the unexpected, even in the unpleasant. Always offering us new life, 
new hope. Amen.  

 

Meet Someone New 
Now is the time to practice this very dangerous prayer we just prayed – there are no strangers because of the love we know in Jesus. We 
simply can’t afford to be afraid of each other, especially in this place of worship of the God who brings us together. Visitors, stay right 
where you are. It’s our job, as River of Hope, to make ourselves a little bit uncomfortable and to come and say hello to you.  So go and 
say hi to someone you don’t know very well or at all. 
 

“Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble” to bring people back together. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not. 
Count to 10 and then: “Let us use the words of the song ‘Only By Our Lonesome’ as our confession.” 
 

Confession and Forgiveness: “Only By Our Lonesome” 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
Hear this Good News! God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love—loves you 
as you are. Because Christ commands us to forgive each other, it is through Christ that I declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, +and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. O Lord, your wisdom is often beyond our grasp. Give us discerning minds to know your will, 
and willing hearts to carry it out, for the sake of your son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

the story 

 [Please be seated] 
              NARRATOR: Our story and God’s story continues today, with a reading from 1 Kings 3:4-28. 

ALL: Glory to you O Lord.  
NARRATOR:  The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to 
offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and 
God said,  
 
ALL:  “Ask what I should give you.”   

 

NARRATOR: And Solomon said,  
 
Side 1: “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked 
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you;  
 
Side 2:  and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne today.   

 

NARRATOR:  And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although 
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.   

 

ALL:  Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  
 
NARRATOR:  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word.  
 
Side 1:  Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like 
you shall arise after you.  
 
Side 2:  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall 
compare with you.  
 
ALL:  If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 
walked, then I will lengthen your life.”  
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NARRATOR:  Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he stood before the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord. He offered up burnt offerings and offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all 
his servants. Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him.  The one woman said, 
“Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house.  Then on the 
third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no one else with us in the 
house, only the two of us were in the house. Then this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. She 
got up in the middle of the night and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her 
breast, and laid her dead son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but 
when I looked at him closely in the morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.” But the other woman said,  
 
Side 1: “No, the living son is mine, and the dead son is yours.”  
 
NARRATOR:  The first said,  
 
Side 2: “No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is mine.”  
 
NARRATOR: So they argued before the king. Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and 
your son is dead’; while the other says, ‘Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living one.’” So the king said,  
 
Side 1: “Bring me a sword,”  
 
NARRATOR:  and they brought a sword before the king. The king said,  
 
Side 2: “Divide the living boy in two; then give half to the one, and half to the other.”  
 
NARRATOR: But the woman whose son was alive said to the king — because compassion for her son burned 
within her —  
 
Side 1: “Please, my lord, give her the living boy; certainly do not kill him!”  
 
NARRATOR: The other said,  
 
Side 2: “It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.”  
 
NARRATOR: Then the king responded:  
 
ALL: “Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.”  
 
NARRATOR:  All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, 
because they perceived that the wisdom of God was in him, to execute justice. 
 

Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story….. 

ALL:  Praise to you O Christ.  

Wade in the Word 

Sermon 

 

Song “Mess with Us” 
As we sing, write your prayers on the small piece of paper given to you. Paper prayers will be collected during the song. The prayers will 
then be prayed out loud, anonymously.  
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Prayers of the People 
Worship Leader: Gathered together as the people of God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all people and 
places in need of God’s grace and mercy… 
 
Prayers will be read from the papers.   Every 4-5 petitions will end with, “Lord, we are in need of your mercy,” and the congregation will 
respond, “hear our prayer.” 
When the 2 pray-ers are done with petitions, the worship leader concludes the prayers… 
 
Worship Leader: Gracious and merciful God, we trust you with these prayers just as we trust you with our lives. 
Hear them and continue speaking to us every day. We are in need of your grace, the grace we only know through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Offering 
We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are churches.  Set up automatic giving by using the green folded paper 
you were given on your way in or go to our website, riverofhopehutchinson.org click “give” and go from there.  

 

 [Please stand] Offering Song “We Give Thee but Thine Own” 
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The FEAST 

 

Setting the Table 
As the kids help set the table, make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin Luther:  
Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave it to 
these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the new covenant, the new 
promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, 

          on earth as in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those 

          who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours 

    now and forever. Amen. 
 

 [Please be seated] 
 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. It is free and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes 
through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for you. 

 

Communion Songs “O Jesus I Have Promised” & “I Am the Bread of Life”  
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The Sending 

 [Please stand] Blessing after Communion 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and all that is within me, 
bless God’s holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all God’s benefits. (Ps. 103:1-2) 
 
Let us pray Loving God,  
we thank you 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to transform lives through 
Jesus Christ.  
 

[Please be seated] Purpose Sightings 
 [Pic on power point] Don’t forget to grab your copy of the Weekly River News on your way home today. There are 
lots of opportunities to live into our purpose listed in the Weekly. And, one of the most important things included 
in these pages are the invitation to pray and to read scripture during the week. 

 

MILESTONES! “Day By Day”  
The congregation will sing verse 2 before Milestones. Once Milestones have concluded, ask the congregation to please stand and face the 
baptismal font for a blessing. 
If you’ve got a good or hard milestone in your life and can share it in a few sentences, meet me at the baptismal font 
and throw a water drop in as you share your milestone.  
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Stay at the baptismal font and ask the congregation to turn and face the font for the blessing. 

 [Please stand] Blessing  
Receive these words of blessing from God found in Isaiah 41:10 
So do not fear, for I am with you. 
Do not be dismayed for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Amen. 
 

Sending Song “My Life is in You” 
(Kids are welcome to come up and play an instrument) 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 

Music to Send You Out 
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