
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

16th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 9, 2018 

Sunday Worship at 10:30am 
 

Messy Mass 
 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bummer seat Bulletin: This seat is NOT reserved. Go ahead – sit here! 

You may have a partially blocked seat, so use this bulletin if you 

can’t see the screen.  You’re welcome. ☺ 
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Gathering 

 

Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

 

Gathering Songs “All God’s Critters got a place in the Choir” & “Rise & Shine” 
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Introduce the Theme with Kids 
 

Welcome, River Source, Connection Cards 
 

No Longer Strangers Prayer 
God of the Stranger, We are a mess. We insist we are fine, can do it all on our own, all by ourselves. We are 
so lonely. We need you and we need each other. Give us new eyes to see through the mess we create and 
to clearly see you – in the stranger, in the unexpected, even in the unpleasant. Always offering us new life, 
new hope. Amen.  

 

Meet Someone New 
 

“Rise & Shine” to bring people back together. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness: “Only By Our Lonesome” 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
Hear this Good News! God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love—loves you 
as you are. Because Christ commands us to forgive each other, it is through Christ that I declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, +and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. Dear Creating God, you choose us to be part of this vast creation and to bring life to all the 
world. Inspire us, lead us, urge us on in this partnership with you, reminding us of your love and 
faithfulness to us now and always. Amen. 

 

the story 
 

              NARRATOR: Our story and God’s story continues today, with a reading from Genesis 6:5-22, 8:6-12 & 9:8-17. 
ALL: Glory to you O Lord.  

NARRATOR:  The LORD saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every inclination 

of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that he had made humankind on 

the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the LORD said,  

Side 1: “I will blot out from the earth the human beings I have created—people together with animals and 

creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.”  

NARRATOR:  But Noah found favor in the sight of the LORD. These are the descendants of Noah. Noah was a 

righteous man, blameless in his generation; Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. 

Side 2:  Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw that 

the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth.  

NARRATOR:  And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with 

violence because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth. Make yourself an ark of 

cypress[a] wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you are to make it: the 

length of the ark three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. Make a roof[b] for the ark, 

and finish it to a cubit above; and put the door of the ark in its side; make it with lower, second, and third 

decks. For my part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in 

which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant with you; and 

you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. And of every living thing, of 

all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and 

female. Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of 

the ground according to its kind, two of every kind shall come in to you, to keep them alive. Also take with you 

every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall serve as food for you and for them.”  

ALL:  Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. 

NARRATOR:  The story continues in chapter 8.  At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he 

had made and sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6%3A5-22%2C+8%3A6-12+%26+9%3A8-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-152a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6%3A5-22%2C+8%3A6-12+%26+9%3A8-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-154b
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out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place 

to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put 

out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out 

the dove from the ark; and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked 

olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.  

ALL:  Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more.  

NARRATOR:  The story continues in chapter 9.  Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am 

establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, 

the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.   

Side 1:  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 

and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  

NARRATOR:  God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations:  

Side 2:  I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  

NARRATOR:  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant 

that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God 

and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah,  

ALL:  “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 

earth.” 

Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story….. 

ALL:  Praise to you O Christ.  

 

Sermon 

 

 

Song “Mess with Us” 
As we sing, write your prayers on the small piece of paper given to you. Paper prayers will be collected during the song. The prayers will 
then be prayed out loud, anonymously.  
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Prayers of the People 
Worship Leader: Gathered together as the people of God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all people and 
places in need of God’s grace and mercy… 
 
Prayers will be read from the papers.   Every 4-5 petitions will end with, “Lord, we are in need of your mercy,” and the congregation will 
respond, “hear our prayer.” 
When the 2 pray-ers are done with petitions, the worship leader concludes the prayers… 
 
Worship Leader: Gracious and merciful God, we trust you with these prayers just as we trust you with our lives. 
Hear them and continue speaking to us every day. We are in need of your grace, the grace we only know through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Offering 
We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are churches.  Set up automatic giving by using the green folded paper 
you were given on your way in or go to our website, riverofhopehutchinson.org click “give” and go from there.  

 

Offering Song “We Give Thee But Thine Own” verse 1 
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The FEAST 

 

Setting the Table 
As the kids help set the table, make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin Luther:  
Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  
In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave it to 
these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the new covenant, the new 
promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, 

          on earth as in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those 

          who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours 

    now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. It is free and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes 
through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for you. 

 

Communion Songs “Thy Holy Wings” & “When Peace Like a River” 
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The Sending 

 

Blessing after Communion 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and all that is within me, 
bless God’s holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all God’s benefits. (Ps. 103:1-2) 
 
Let us pray Loving God,  
we thank you 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to transform lives through 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Purpose Sightings 
 [Pic on power point] Don’t forget to grab your copy of the Weekly River News on your way home today. There are 
lots of opportunities to live into our purpose listed in the Weekly. And, one of the most important things included 
in these pages are the invitation to pray and to read scripture during the week. 

 

MILESTONES! “Day By Day”  
The congregation will sing verse 2 before Milestones. Once Milestones have concluded, ask the congregation to please stand and face the 
baptismal font for a blessing. 
If you’ve got a good or hard milestone in your life and can share it in a few sentences, meet me at the baptismal font 
and throw a water drop in as you share your milestone.  
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Blessing  
Receive these words of blessing from God found in Isaiah 41:10 
So do not fear, for I am with you. 
Do not be dismayed for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Amen. 
 

Sending Song “I Can See Clearly Now” 
(Kids are welcome to come up and play an instrument) 
 

 
 

Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 

Music to Send You Out 
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