
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 23, 2018 

Sunday Worship at 10:30am 
 

Messy Mass 
 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bummer seat Bulletin: This seat is NOT reserved. Go ahead – sit here! 

You may have a partially blocked seat, so use this bulletin if you 

can’t see the screen.  You’re welcome. ☺ 
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Gathering 

 

Music to Prepare Us For Worship 

 

Gathering Songs “Come, Now is the Time To Worship” & “Canticle of Turning”  
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Blessing of the Bibles 
 

Welcome, River Source, Connection Cards 
 

No Longer Strangers Prayer 
God of the Stranger, We are a mess. We insist we are fine, can do it all on our own, all by ourselves. We are 
so lonely. We need you and we need each other. Give us new eyes to see through the mess we create and 
to clearly see you – in the stranger, in the unexpected, even in the unpleasant. Always offering us new life, 
new hope. Amen.  

 

Meet Someone New 
 

“Canticle of the Turning” to bring people back together. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness: “Only By Our Lonesome” 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
Hear this Good News! God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love—loves you 
as you are. Because Christ commands us to forgive each other, it is through Christ that I declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, +and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray. Lord, you are faithful. Help us to see your goodness in the midst of our darkness, reminding 

us we are not alone. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

the story 
 

              NARRATOR: Our story and God’s story continues today, with a reading from Genesis 39:1-23 
ALL: Glory to you O Lord.  

(Narrator):  Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, 

the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  

Side 1:  The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master.  

NARRATOR:  When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in 

everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 

household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in charge of his household 

and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.  

Side 2:  The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.  

NARRATOR:  So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern 

himself with anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his 

master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told 

her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my 

care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you 

are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”  

Side 1:  And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with 

her.  

NARRATOR:  One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was 

inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out 

of the house. When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, she called her 

household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came 

in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran 

out of the house.” She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: “That 

Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak 

beside me and ran out of the house.” When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying,  

Side 2:  “This is how your slave treated me,”  
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NARRATOR:  he burned with anger. Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s 

prisoners were confined.  

ALL:  But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and 

granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.  

NARRATOR:  So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for 

all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with 

Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 

Stay tuned for the continuing saga that is our story and God’s story….. 

ALL:  Praise to you O Christ.  

 

Wade in the Word 

 

Sermon 

 

Song “Mess with Us” 
As we sing, write your prayers on the small piece of paper given to you. Paper prayers will be collected during the song. The prayers will 
then be prayed out loud, anonymously.  
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Prayers of the People 
Worship Leader: Gathered together as the people of God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all people and 
places in need of God’s grace and mercy… 
 
Prayers will be read from the papers.   Every 4-5 petitions will end with, “Lord, we are in need of your mercy,” and the congregation will 
respond, “hear our prayer.” 
When the 2 pray-ers are done with petitions, the worship leader concludes the prayers… 
 
Worship Leader: Gracious and merciful God, we trust you with these prayers just as we trust you with our lives. 
Hear them and continue speaking to us every day. We are in need of your grace, the grace we only know through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Offering 
We are grateful for your financial gifts; it’s the only way churches are churches.  Set up automatic giving by using the green folded paper 
you were given on your way in or go to our website, riverofhopehutchinson.org click “give” and go from there.  

 

Offering Song “We Give Thee But Thine Own” verse 1 
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The FEAST 

 

Setting the Table 
As the kids help set the table, make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin Luther:  
Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed.  Amen. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  
In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave it to 
these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the new covenant, the new 
promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven 

     hallowed be your name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, 

          on earth as in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those 

          who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

     and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours 

    now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. It is free and it is for you. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes 
through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table just for you. 

 

Communion Songs “Great is Thy Faithfulness” & “On Eagles Wings” 
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The Sending 

 

Blessing after Communion 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his peace.  Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and all that is within me, 
bless God’s holy name! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all God’s benefits. (Ps. 103:1-2) 
 
Let us pray Loving God,  
we thank you 
that you have fed us in this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to transform lives through 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Purpose Sightings 
 [Pic on power point] Don’t forget to grab your copy of the Weekly River News on your way home today. There are 
lots of opportunities to live into our purpose listed in the Weekly. And, one of the most important things included 
in these pages are the invitation to pray and to read scripture during the week. 

 

MILESTONES! “Day By Day”  
The congregation will sing verse 2 before Milestones. Once Milestones have concluded, ask the congregation to please stand and face the 
baptismal font for a blessing. 
If you’ve got a good or hard milestone in your life and can share it in a few sentences, meet me at the baptismal font 
and throw a water drop in as you share your milestone.  
 



 17 

 



 18 

Blessing  
Receive these words of blessing from God found in Isaiah 41:10 
So do not fear, for I am with you. 
Do not be dismayed for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Amen. 
 

Sending Song “Mourning into Dancing” 
(Kids are welcome to come up and play an instrument) 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God 

Music to Send You Out 
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