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Poetry, Singing, and Celebrating the New Year! 
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Worship on Sundays at 10:30am 
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Gathering 

 

Music to Prepare Us for Worship 

 

Gathering Songs “There’s a Star in the East” & “Feliz Navidad” 
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Welcome, Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards 
Not celebrate? by Ann Weems  
 
Not celebrate? 
Your burden is too great to bear? 
Your loneliness is intensified during this Christmas season? 
Your tears have no end? 
Not celebrate? 
You should lead the celebration! 
You should run through the streets 
to ring the bells and sing the loudest! 
You should fling the tinsel on the tree, 
and open your house to your neighbors, and call them in to dance! 
For it is you above all others who know the joy of Advent. 
It is unto you that a Savior is born this day, 
One who comes to lift your burden from your shoulders, 
One who comes to wipe the tears from your eyes. 
You are not alone, 
for He is born this day to you. 

 

No Longer Strangers Prayer  
Blessed be God the Word, who came to his own and his own people did not accept him. It is in this way God 
glorifies the stranger. 
 
O God, show us your image in all who we meet, especially those we call stranger or other. Show us that 
when we welcome them, we welcome you. Amen 
 

Meet Someone New 
We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all. If we can’t practice it 
here in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead, make the first move. “Hi, my name is ____________. You’re new to me.” OR 
“Can I introduce myself to you?” are good ways to start. 
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Reprise of “Feliz Navidad” to gather everyone back together 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not.  
Merciful God, 
  

you sent a star to guide the men from the East 
 to the place where the baby lay. 
 You helped them understand the significance of what they saw 
 and allowed them to decide wisely 
 on the best road to take home. 
 We are sorry for those times 
 when we turn a blind eye to the guidance you give us 
 as we seek to follow our own path of faith. 
 We are sorry for being slow to be moved 
 by the miracles of your goodness 
 that are made known to us day by day. 
 We are sorry for sometimes taking the wrong paths, 
 for being led by others when their advice or ideas are wrong, 
 for those times we have been diverted, 
 choosing instead a lesser code to live by. 
 Lord help us. 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Lead us by a brighter star. 
 In your Son’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
 God, whose faithfulness never fails us, loves and forgives us.  
 God forgives all our sins – what a wonderful gift! -- 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all.            
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray:  
 Joy to the world!  Our Lord Jesus has come!   

We welcome you, little king.  Dispel the darkness, reign in our hearts – 
and reign in our world.  Amen. 

 

Carol – “Joy to the World” 
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The Word 
 
NARRATOR: Our story and God’s story continues today, on this first day of a new year, in the book of Luke the 
2nd chapter, verses 21-38. 
 
ALL: Glory to you Oh Lord! 
 
NARRATOR: After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."  Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,   
 
ALL: "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;  for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."  
 
NARRATOR: And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary,  
 
ALL: "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too."  
 
NARRATOR: There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.  At that moment she came, and 
began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
NARRATOR: Stay tuned for our story and God’s story. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

A reflection on Simeon and Anna 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.  

 

Poem  
After annunciation by Madeleine L’Engle 
 
This is the irrational season 
When love blooms bright and wild. 
Had Mary been filled with reason 
There’d have been no room for the child. 

 

Carol – “Lo, How A Rose” 
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Poem  
Noel by JRR Tolkien 
 
Grim was the world and grey last night: 
The moon and stars were fled, 
The hall was dark without song or light, 
The fires were fallen dead. 
The wind in the trees was like to the sea, 
And over the mountains’ teeth 
It whistled bitter-cold and free, 
As a sword leapt from its sheath. 
The lord of snows upreared his head; 
His mantle long and pale 
Upon the bitter blast was spread 
And hung o’er hill and dale. 
The world was blind, the boughs were bent, 
All ways and paths were wild: 
Then the veil of cloud apart was rent, 
And here was born a Child. 
The ancient dome of heaven sheer 
Was pricked with distant light; 
A star came shining white and clear 
Alone above the night. 
In the dale of dark in that hour of birth 
One voice on a sudden sang: 
Then all the bells in Heaven and Earth 
Together at midnight rang. 
Mary sang in this world below: 
They heard her song arise 
O’er mist and over mountain snow 
To the walls of Paradise, 
And the tongue of many bells was stirred 
in Heaven’s towers to ring 
When the voice of mortal maid was heard, 
That was mother of Heaven’s King. 
Glad is the world and fair this night 
With stars about its head, 
And the hall is filled with laughter and light, 
And fires are burning red. 
The bells of Paradise now ring 
With bells of Christendom, 
And Gloria, Gloria we will sing 
That God on earth is come. 

 

Carol – “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
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Poem 
Who Wouldn't Go? (Up on the Housetop) 
by Matthew D. Meyer 
 
Like a thief in the night, o Lord, descend, 
down through the chimney with lots of toys 
with a click and a trump and a ho, ho, ho! 
 
Then, o Lord, what Christmas joys-- 
all of creation like a stocking filled 
(oh, just see what a glorious fill!) 
with new heav'n and earth, 
with gold and pearl and precious stone. 
 
Thy kingdom come, o Lord, 
wrapped in ribbon, swaddling cloths-- 
all for the little ones: Christmas joys. 
Virgin by Sam Gutierrez  
It seems everyone wants at least 3-5 years experience. 
Except God, that is. 
He looks for the one willing to try something new.  

 

Carol – “It Came upon A Midnight Clear” 
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Poem 
Yesterday’s Pain 
by Ann Weems 
 
In the godforsaken, obscene quicksand of life, 
there is a deafening alleluia 
rising from the souls of those who weep, 
and of those who weep with those who weep. 
If you watch, you will see 
the hand of God 
putting the stars back in their skies 
one by one 
Yesterday’s Pain 
Some of us walk in Advent 
tethered to our unresolved yesterdays 
the pain still stabbing 
the hurt still throbbing. 
It’s not that we don’t know better; 
it’s just that we can’t stand up anymore by ourselves. 
On the way of Bethlehem, will you give us a hand? 
 

Carol – “What Child Is This”  
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The Feast 
Prayers of the People  
  

Offering  
All that we have and all that we are comes from God.  Let us give back to God in a spirit of generosity. There will be enough. 
Please put your offering of gratitude to God in the plate as it passes by.  Prayerfully consider giving a consistent financial gift to River of 
Hope so our community cannot just survive but thrive. 
 

Offering Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 
 

 

Setting the Table  
As the kids help set the table, they make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin 
Luther:  
Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest.  Blest be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothes and fed. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
The Lord is with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Words to Bless the Feast 
On the night in which he was betrayed… 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. Come holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
     and the glory  
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table 
just for you.  Bring all that you are and all that you have to the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough. 
 

Communion Carols “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” & “Love Has Come” 
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Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. 
Loving God, thank you for the gift of grace received at this table. Send your Spirit of truth, O God; 
rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of the 
world in need. Draw us near to you through your body and blood, through your presence in this world here 
and now. Amen. 
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   The Sending 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to transform lives through 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestones! “Auld Lang Syne” 

 
 

 

Toast and Blessing for the end of 2016 and the beginning of 2017 
Let us bid 2016 farewell. With gratitude, we step into this new year, shaped by the events of this past year, both 
good and hard. Let us ask God to help us let go of the things that need to be let go of. Let us ask God to teach us 
and prepare out hearts, our minds, our lives for today, the beginning of 2017.  
 
Children of God, knowing that nothing you do is separate from God, what are your prayers, your hopes and dreams 
for the coming year, the year of our Lord 2017? 
 
Individual toasts are made. After each toast is spoken aloud, the congregation responds, Here’s to hope in the new year!  
 

Carol - “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child” 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord.      Thanks be to God   
 

Music to Send You Out 
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