October 16, 2016

Misneach (MISH-nock) Mass
Mishneach is a Gaelic word for courage, hopefulness, and a sense of pushing forward through uncertainty.
Misneach Mass is a meditation on the beauty of Christ’s love and mercy for us, today.
Together, let us celebrate the joy we have in Christ living in both the uncertainties of this life
and the hope of the life to come.

www.riverofhopehutchinson.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30

Gathering
Music to Prepare Us for Worship
Gathering Songs “Here I Am To Worship” & “Did You Feel the Mountains
Tremble”

2

3

4

5

Welcome, Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards
No Longer Strangers Prayer

God of promises, you promise to always love us and you remain faithful to us no matter what. Send us
toward each other, strangers, friends, and enemies alike, reminding us that you have promised to love
them, too. Amen.

Meet Someone New

We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all. If we can’t practice it
here in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead, make the first move. “Hi, my name is ____________. You’re new to me.” OR
“Can I introduce myself to you?” are good ways to start. We simply cannot be afraid of one another.

Reprise of “Did You Feel The Mountains Tremble” to gather everyone back
together.
Confession

Let us confess that God is God and we are not.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Dear faithful God,
(left) We have not loved you with all of our hearts.
(right) We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
ALL: We have not responded to your promise
(left) We have put up walls to keep people at a distance.
(right) We have failed to respond when someone is hurting.
ALL: We have not responded to your promise.
(left) We abuse the gifts of your creation.
(right) We destroy your beauty out of ignorance and greed.
ALL: We have not responded to your promise.
(left) We fail to respond to your call to do justice.
(right) We seek only comfort for ourselves.
ALL: We have not responded to your promise.
Silence
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Promise of Forgiveness
Forgiving God,
We are broken but God’s promises are not. Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our
sins are forgiven. Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen!
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray,
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
God who answers prayer,
We are blessed and humbled that you hear us when we call to you in our time of deepest longing. Receive
our gratitude for your listening ear, your love and your faithfulness. Amen.
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To the Narrator: please tell the congregation what their parts are before announcing the reading. Also,
go over any pronunciations they might have that could be difficult.

The Word
Shiloh: SHI –loh

Nazirite: NAZ-uh-ri t

Ramah: RAY-muh

Elkanah: el-KAY-nuh

Sheol: SHEE-awl

Narrator: Our story and God’s story continues today in the reading is from the book of 1 Samuel, chapter 1, verses
2-11, 19-20; and chapter 2, verses 1-10.
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.
Narrator: Elkanah had two wives. The first was Hannah; the second was Peninnah. Peninnah had children; Hannah
did not. Every year this man went from his hometown up to Shiloh to worship and offer a sacrifice to God-of-theAngel-Armies. Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, served as the priests of God there. When Elkanah
sacrificed, he passed helpings from the sacrificial meal around to his wife Peninnah and all her children, but he
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always gave an especially generous helping to Hannah because he loved her so much, and because God had not
given her children. But her rival wife taunted her cruelly, rubbing it in and never letting her forget that God had not
given her children. This went on year after year. Every time she went to the sanctuary of God she could expect to
be taunted. Hannah was reduced to tears and had no appetite. Her husband Elkanah said,
ELKANAH (RIGHT): “Oh, Hannah, why are you crying? Why aren’t you eating? And why are you so
upset? Am I not of more worth to you than ten sons?”
NARRATOR: So Hannah ate. Then she pulled herself together, slipped away quietly, and entered the sanctuary.
The priest Eli was on duty at the entrance to God’s Temple in the customary seat. Crushed in soul, Hannah prayed
to God and cried and cried—inconsolably. Then she made a vow:
Hannah (LEFT): Oh, God-of-the-Angel-Armies, If you’ll take a good, hard look at my pain, If you’ll quit
neglecting me and go into action for me By giving me a son, I’ll give him completely, unreservedly to you.
I’ll set him apart for a life of holy discipline.
NARRATOR: Up before dawn, they worshiped God and returned home to Ramah. Elkanah slept with Hannah his
wife, and God began making the necessary arrangements in response to what she had asked. Before the year was
out, Hannah had conceived and given birth to a son. She named him Samuel, explaining,
HANNAH (LEFT): “I asked God for him.”
NARRATOR: Hannah prayed:
RIGHT: I’m bursting with God-news!
LEFT: I’m walking on air.
RIGHT: I’m laughing at my rivals.
LEFT I’m dancing my salvation.
RIGHT: Nothing and no one is holy like God, no rock mountain like our God.
LEFT: Don’t dare talk pretentiously—not a word of boasting, ever!
RIGHT: For God knows what’s going on.
LEFT: He takes the measure of everything that happens.
RIGHT: The weapons of the strong are smashed to pieces,
LEFT: while the weak are infused with fresh strength.
RIGHT: The well-fed are out begging in the streets for crusts,
LEFT: while the hungry are getting second helpings.
RIGHT: The barren woman has a houseful of children,
LEFT: while the mother of many is bereft.
RIGHT: God brings death and God brings life,
LEFT: brings down to the grave and raises up.
RIGHT: God brings poverty and God brings wealth;
LEFT: he lowers, he also lifts up.
RIGHT: He puts poor people on their feet again;
LEFT: he rekindles burned-out lives with fresh hope,
RIGHT: Restoring dignity and respect to their lives—
LEFT: a place in the sun!
RIGHT: For the very structures of earth are God’s;
LEFT: he has laid out his operations on a firm foundation.
RIGHT: He protectively cares for his faithful friends, step by step,
LEFT: but leaves the wicked to stumble in the dark.
RIGHT: No one makes it in this life by sheer muscle!
LEFT: God’s enemies will be blasted out of the sky,
RIGHT: crashed in a heap and burned.
LEFT: God will set things right all over the earth,
RIGHT: he’ll give strength to his king,
LEFT: he’ll set his anointed on top of the world!
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Narrator: Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and God’s story.
ALL: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon
Statement of Faith

Let us confess our faith in the God of promise:
We believe God is our creator and has promised to love us always. We believe Jesus Christ, fully God, fully
human, experienced all the pain and joy and challenges of human life. God’s forgiving love was revealed
to us when Jesus suffered death on the cross. He came back to new life and has promised us new life in
unity with God. We believe the Holy Spirit is God’s promise touching our spirits, guiding us – even
through the darkest and most difficult moment of our lives. We believe God is among us in community.
Mysterious, yet very real, God promises to be with us always, even to the end of the age.

Prayers of the People

Write, draw, or color your prayers on the MUSICAL NOTES given to you today. When you have finished, please place it on the wall
in a plastic sheet protector already hung for you. Two people from the congregation will pray aloud the prayers, anonymously, and we’ll
sing “The Spirit Intercedes For Us” as a prayer response, following “and we sing…”

Offering

All that we have and all that we are comes from God. Let us give back to God in a spirit of generosity. There will be enough.
Please put your offering of gratitude to God in the plate as it passes by. Prayerfully consider giving a consistent financial gift to River of
Hope so our community cannot just survive but thrive.
The watering can is for gifts to House of Grace, a mission congregation in Montrose, Minnesota.
Laundry Love: Take a container to collect quarters to support the ministry of Laundry Love.
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Offering Song “Everybody’s Got Something To Offer”

The Feast
Setting the Table

As the kids help set the table, they make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin
Luther:
Let’s pray: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Blest be God who is our
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.
In thanksgiving for these gifts, let us pray, in response to your promise of faithfulness and life, we offer our
lives. In response to your promise of love, we offer our love. In response to all of your promises, we offer
our gifts. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord is with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, and all the faithful
of every time and place, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave it to
these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, “This is the new covenant, the new
promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then
simply fold your hands in front of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray.
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Invitation to the Meal

You are welcome to this meal. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table
just for you. Bring all that you are and all that you have to the table. You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough.

Communion Songs “Lamb of God” & “Abide with Me”
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Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. God of promise, you keep your promise and you feed us so that we may live and give life to the
world. Send us out ready to tell others of this great free gift of unending love. Amen.

The Sending
Why does our church exist? What is our purpose? We go out to transform lives through
Jesus Christ.

MILESTONES

"It's time for milestones-a time of sharing milestones in our community. Big, small, good, bad. Come on up if you have one to share.”
After each person shares their milestone, the congregation responds by saying “MILESTONE!” “Standing On The Promises” will be
sung at the beginning and end of the sharing.
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Blessing
You, Child of the most loving and merciful God, have been blessed through the waters of the baptismal font,
through the gift of this community, through the bread and wine, the Holy Scriptures and the grace of our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
May the love you have heard about, participated in, and been freely given, shine in you and from you into the world.
Go forth in peace my brothers and sisters. Go forth in peace. Amen.

Sending Song “Go Make Disciples” (KIDS – come play a rhythm instrument!)
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Go in peace – serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Music to Send You Out
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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