
 

 

 

     

                   Who is God…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   …in this vast universe? 
July 24, 2016 

 
Who Is God…(A Series on Job) 

July 31…when our expectations are shattered? 
August 7…when we speak to God? 
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Gathering 

Music to Prepare Us for Worship                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                        

Gathering Songs “God of Wonders” & “Awesome God”  
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   Welcome, Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards 

 

No Longer Strangers Prayer  
Oh God who is faithful to us, you shatter our expectations of you at every turn. Shatter the barriers between 
us - the misunderstandings, the assumptions, the stereotypes and the apathy. Expand our vision to see 
you in those we would turn away from. Show us your faithfulness in others.  Amen. 
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Meet Someone New 
We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all. If we can’t practice it 
here in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead, make the first move. “Hi, my name is ____________. You’re new to me.” OR 
“Can I introduce myself to you?” are good ways to start. 

 

Reprise of “Awesome God” to gather everyone back together. 
 

Confession (Based on the 42nd chapter of the book of Job) 
 
In the name of God, our Father, our Mother, and of the Son our Redeemer, and of the Holy Spirit, the one who 
calls us to life here and now. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination  

In the words of Job we confess 
Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; the Lord gave, and the Lord has 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
 
Job answered God: 
I’m convinced: You can do anything and everything. 
    Nothing and no one can upset your plans. 
You asked, “Who is this muddying the water, 
    ignorantly confusing the issue, second-guessing my purposes?” 
I admit it. I was the one. I babbled on about things far beyond me, 
    made small talk about wonders way over my head. 
You told me, ‘Listen, and let me do the talking. 
    Let me ask the questions. You give the answers. 
I admit I once lived by rumors of you; 
    now I have it all firsthand—from my own eyes and ears! 
I’m sorry—forgive me. I’ll never do that again, I promise! 
    I’ll never again live on crusts of hearsay, crumbs of rumor.” 
In the mercy of almighty God, 
creator of this vast universe  
who knows when the mountain goats give birth, 
who lives in the springs of the sea, 
who has walked in the recesses of the deep. 
This mighty and powerful God 
gave his only son, Jesus Christ, to die for us, 
and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. 
I speak as Job does, I speak as any person of faith does 
with the authority only Christ has.  
And it is by Christ’s authority, 
that I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

 
Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray, 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Almighty God, you stretched the heavens and harnessed the seas. Regard us, your creatures, with mercy 

and incline your ear to our feeble cries, for the sake of Jesus who loves us. Amen. 

 

 
 

Narrator: Hear the Good News from the book of Job 31:35-37; 38:1-11. 

To the Narrator: please tell the congregation what their parts are before announcing the reading. 
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Song Before and After Reading  

 

 

 

The Word 

 
Narrator: [Job said,] Oh, that I had one to hear me! (Here is my signature! let the Almighty answer me!) Oh, that I 
had the indictment written by my adversary! Surely I would carry it on my shoulder; I would bind it on me like a 
crown; I would give him an account of all my steps; like a prince I would approach him. Then the Lord answered 
Job out of the whirlwind:  
People 50 and older: Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  
ALL: Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me.  
People 49 and younger: Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have 
understanding.  
ALL: Who determined its measurements—surely you know!  
People 50 and older: Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?  
People 49 and younger: Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb?  
Narrator: when I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it, 
and set bars and doors, and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be 
stopped”? 
 
Narrator: Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and God’s story. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sing Gospel acclamation again 

 

Children’s Sermon  

 

Sermon 

 

Song after Sermon “Indescribable” 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.  

Prayers of the People 
You can text your prayers or write down your prayers to be prayed aloud at this time. Text the River of Hope phone: 320-583-8005. 
Your prayers will be prayed anonymously. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  
 

Offering  
All that we have and all that we are comes from God.  Let us give back to God in a spirit of generosity. There will be enough. 
Please put your offering of gratitude to God in the plate as it passes by.  Prayerfully consider giving a consistent financial gift to River of 
Hope so our community cannot just survive but thrive.     
 
The watering can is for gifts to House of Grace, a mission congregation in Montrose, Minnesota. 
Common Cup is collecting school supplies. We will collect them during worship as well. 
 

Offering Song “Give Me Jesus” (vs. 5 and chorus) 
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The Sending 
 

Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to transform lives through 
Jesus Christ.  

 

MILESTONES 
"It's time for milestones-a time of sharing milestones in our community. Big, small, good, bad. Come on up if you have one to share.” 
After each person shares their milestone, the congregation responds by saying “MILESTONE!” 
There is a Blam in Gilhead (vs. 1 and chorus) will be sung at the beginning and end of the sharing. 
 

 
 

Blessing 
Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us. 
So be swift to love, 
make haste to be kind, 
and go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
Amen 

 

Sending Song “Mighty Is Our God” 

KIDS – come play a rhythm instrument! 
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Go in peace – serve the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  
 

Music to Send You Out 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS023086. CCLI License # 3277748.                  OneLicense.net license # A-726070 


