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Gathering

Music to Prepare Us for Worship

GatheringSongs 0 Come And Behold Himé & 0The Lord



Come And Behold Him

Words and Music by

John Chisum and George T. Searcy
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Come And Behold Him - 2
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The Lord Is My Strength

Words and Music by
Dennis Jernigan
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The Lord Is My Strength - 2
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The Lord Is My Strength - 3
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Welcome, Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards

No Longer Strangers Prayer

Let us pray the No Longer Strangers Prayer, God of the Strangaivyays reach for us even as wesistyou.
Return us to your love so that we remember you aire people all around us: the widow, the orpharthe

immigrant, the addicted, the Muslim, theJew. Turn us toward them, to renember them as you do.
Amen.

Meet Someone New

We practice being Christians by extending maiceitha
here in worship, where elsecan®e dGo ahead, make the first move. (

o0Can | introduce myWesimplycarmmotgeafnaiti 6f ormarmtheg.ood ways t
Reprise of 0The Lord Is My Strength 6 to gather everyone back togethe r.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The first candle on the Advent wreath is lit as the coagtegationisicge o f L i g h3) itomalalden E
Evening Prayer
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Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world.
The light no darkness carovercome.

Stay with us now, for it is evening,

and the day is almost over.

Let your light scatter the darkness,

and shine within your people here.

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory

0 |

7D T T I—

7 p— i T T i T | i

{1 | - i — o P - o i [ o
b p I I T e b i P

%‘—- o | | o

1 Joy-ous light of heav'n-ly glo - ry, lov-ing glow of God’s own
2 In the stars that grace the dark - ness, in the blaz -ing sun of
3 You who made the heav-en’s splen-dor, ev-'ry danc-ing star of

JO I ll) I o—— [— I
o 1 | | I N ] | ! I p—
& S=eee==="—=—=
face, you who sing cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y, shine on
dawn, in the light of peace and wis - dom, we can
night, make us  shine with gen - tle  jus - ftice, let us
IQ LlDl — | | — r  —" ]
e | i | | ! i f— e 4
P ] Z — | 7 e
J - . "4 T T
ev - ry land and race. Now as eve - ning falls a -
hear your qui - et song. Love that fills the night with
each re - flect your light. Might - y God of all cre -
0 | pum—
b A | | ] . —
VAW I;,‘ | Py I & F' Py I I I I T T
{2 ® P A ] P | | |
o> r—F——= | — —e e tg—o—
round us, we shall raise our songs to you. God of day - break,
won - der, love that warms the wea - ry soul, love that bursts all
a - tion, gen-tle Christ who lights our way, lov-ing Spir - it
0 |
Y D 1 — ) | —
ey —
S e o o o - g
God of shad - ows, come and light our hearts a - new.
chains a - sun - der, set us free and make us whole.
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Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. §00.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting
Evening Thanksgiving and Psalmody, Readings and Canti€les fdaltkorEppnihg Prayer



May God be with you all.
And also with you.
Letus sing ourhanks to God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Let My Prayer Rise Up
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Text: Holden Evening Praver, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 141
Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray,

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of deliverance,

Daniel resistedearthly power and instead reflected your power, the power you reveal to us in Jesus Christ.
Help us to refuse the powers that threaten to separate us from worshiping or following Jesus. Guide us in
the ways that reflect the Light of the World. For the saof the one who made your name known to all
people, across land and sea, JesGsrist, our redeemer. Amen.

The Word

To the Narrator: please tell the congregation what their parts are before announcing the readifdso,
go over any pronunciations they might have that could be difficult.

Narrator:Our st ory and God?d $e rsatingisyromhe baokofiDaniekhe 6" thaptea y i n
from The Message translation of the Bible.
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.

NARRATOR:Darius reorganized his kingdom. He appointed one hundred twenty governors to administer al
parts of his realm. Over them were threeregents, one of whom was Daniel. The governors reported to the
viceregents, who made sutet everything was in order for the king. But Daniel, brimming with spirit an
intelligence, so completely outclassed the otheregim®ts and governors that the king decided to put him in
charge of the whole kingdom. The wvagents and governors gagether to find some old scandal or skeleton in
Danields I|ife that they could wuse against hi m,
trustworthy. They could find no evidence of negligence or misconduct. So they finally daaed,p an

(voice 1VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORSO We 6 r e never going to find an)
we can cook up something religious. o

NARRATOR:The viceregents and governors conspired together and then went to the king and said,

(voice 1VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORSO Ki ng Darius, | ive f or eregents! We
governors, and all your leading officials, and have agreed that the king should issue the following decree:

ALL: For the next thirty days no one is to pray to any gaat mortal except you, O king. Anyone who
di sobeys wil/l be thrown into the | ionsd den.

(voice 1VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS | ssue this decree, O king, ar
written in stone I|Iike all the | aws of the Medes

NARRATOR:King Darius signed the decrdéhen Daniel learned that the decree had been signed and posted, |
continued to pray just as he had always done. His house had windows in the upstairs that opened toward Jer
Three times a day he knelt thenerayer, thanking and praising his Gt conspirators came and found him
praying, asking God for help. They went straight to the king and reminded him of the royal decree that he hac
signed.
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(voice 1VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORSO Di d you nodsibgn haydesarn ee forb
pray to any god or man except you for the next thirty days? And anyone caught doing it would be thrown
into the | ionsd den?o

(voice 2KING DARIUS: 0 A b s o | Writtea in gtdne, like all the laws of the Medes and Peesin s . 0

(voice 1VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORSO Dani el | one of the Jewish exi
defies your decree. Three times a day he prays.©o

NARRATOR:AAt this, the king was very upset andHeried
worked at it the whole day loBgit then the conspirators were back:

0s the | a

(voice 1VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORSORe me mber , O Kkii It
changed. 0o

ng,
that the kingbds decree can never be

NARRATOR:The kingcavedinanderd ed Dani el brought and thrown i
(voice 2KING DARIUS:0 Your God, to whom you are so |loyal, i

NARRATOR:A stone slab was placed over the opening of the den. The king sealent thighchis signet ring
and the signet rings o fThe&mhgltherhwiers backdokis pakace. He refusedsgpped.
He coul dndt sl eep.AtHedasyplemeak hteheilgihng f@ett enm . an
approached the den, he called out anxiously,

(voice 2KING DARIUS:0 Dani el , servant of the |l iving God, ha
saved you from the | ions?5¢

DANIEL: O king, live forever! My God sent his angel, who closed the mouthstbk lions so that they
woul d not hurt me. | ve been found innocent befo
harm you. 6

NARRATOR:When the king heard these words, he was happy. He ordered Daniel taken up out of the den. W
hewashaeld up, there wasno6t a s c Mhentoerkingppcommanded.thatithe h a d
conspirators who had informed on Dani el be throw
they hit the floor, the lions had them inrtfeens, tearing them to piedéisig Darius published this proclamation

to every race, color, and creed on earth:

ALL: Peace to you! Abundant peace!
| decree that Daniel ds God shal/l be worshiped a
He is the living God, world without end. His kingdom never falls.
His rule continues eternally.
He is a savior and rescuer.
He performs astonishing miracles in heaven and on earth.
He saved Daniel from the power of the lions.

NARRATOR:From then onDaniel was treated well during the reign of Darius, and also in the following reign c
Cyrus the Persian.

NARRATOR: St ay tuned for the continuing drama that i
12



ALL: Praise to you O Christ.
Childrenodos
Sermon

Prayers of the People

Ser mon
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