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The First Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  

Worship on Sundays at 10 :30 
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(re)sist 
(re)turn 
(re)pair 
(re)joice 

 
Advent (re)membered 
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Gathering  
 

Music to Prepare Us for Worship   

 

Gathering Songs òCome And Behold Himó & òThe Lord Is My Strengthó 
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Welcome,  Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards  

 

No Longer Strangers Prayer  
Let us pray the No Longer Strangers Prayer, God of the Stranger, You always reach for us even as we resist you. 
Return us to your love so that we remember you are in people all around us: the widow, the orphan, the 
immigrant, the addicted, the Muslim, the Jew. Turn us toward them, to re-member them as you do.  
Amen. 
 

Meet Someone New  
We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all. If we canõt practice it 
here in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead, make the first move. òHi, my name is ____________. Youõre new to me.ó OR 
òCan I introduce myself to you?ó are good ways to start. We simply cannot be afraid of one another. 

 

Reprise of  òThe Lord Is My Strength ó to gather everyone back togethe r. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath   
The first candle on the Advent wreath is lit as the congregation sings òService of Lightó and Evening Hymnó (pp2-3) from Holden 
Evening Prayer  



 
 
 
 

8 

 
Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world. 
The light no darkness can overcome. 
Stay with us now, for it is evening, 
and the day is almost over. 
Let your light scatter the darkness, 
and shine within your people here. 
 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                      
Evening Thanksgiving and Psalmody, Readings and Canticles found on pp. 4-7 in Holden Evening Prayer 
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May God be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us sing our thanks to God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

 



 
 
 
 

10 
 



 
 
 
 

11 

Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray, 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
God of deliverance, 
Daniel resisted earthly power and instead reflected your power, the power you reveal to us in Jesus Christ. 
Help us to refuse the powers that threaten to separate us from worshiping or following Jesus. Guide us in 
the ways that reflect the Light of the World. For the sake of the one who made your name known to all 
people, across land and sea, Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 
 

 The Word  

 
Narrator: Our story and Godõs story continues today in the reading is from the book of Daniel, the 6th chapter, 
from The Message translation of the Bible. 
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

NARRATOR: Darius reorganized his kingdom. He appointed one hundred twenty governors to administer all the 
parts of his realm. Over them were three vice-regents, one of whom was Daniel. The governors reported to the 
vice-regents, who made sure that everything was in order for the king. But Daniel, brimming with spirit and 
intelligence, so completely outclassed the other vice-regents and governors that the king decided to put him in 
charge of the whole kingdom. The vice-regents and governors got together to find some old scandal or skeleton in 
Danielõs life that they could use against him, but they couldnõt dig up anything. He was totally exemplary and 
trustworthy. They could find no evidence of negligence or misconduct. So they finally gave up and said,  

 

(voice 1) VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS: òWeõre never going to find anything against this Daniel unless 
we can cook up something religious.ó 

 

NARRATOR: The vice-regents and governors conspired together and then went to the king and said,  

(voice 1) VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS: òKing Darius, live forever! Weõve convened your vice-regents, 
governors, and all your leading officials, and have agreed that the king should issue the following decree: 
 
ALL: For the next thirty days no one is to pray to any god or mortal except you, O king. Anyone who 
disobeys will be thrown into the lionsõ den. 
 
(voice 1) VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS: òIssue this decree, O king, and make it unconditional, as if 
written in stone like all the laws of the Medes and the Persians.ó 
 
NARRATOR: King Darius signed the decree. When Daniel learned that the decree had been signed and posted, he 
continued to pray just as he had always done. His house had windows in the upstairs that opened toward Jerusalem. 
Three times a day he knelt there in prayer, thanking and praising his God. The conspirators came and found him 
praying, asking God for help. They went straight to the king and reminded him of the royal decree that he had 
signed. 
 

To the Narrator: please tell the congregation what their parts are before announcing the reading. Also, 
go over any pronunciations they might have that could be difficult. 
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(voice 1) VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS: òDid you not,ó they said, òsign a decree forbidding anyone to 
pray to any god or man except you for the next thirty days? And anyone caught doing it would be thrown 
into the lionsõ den?ó 
 
(voice 2) KING DARIUS: òAbsolutely! Written in stone, like all the laws of the Medes and Persians.ó 
 
(voice 1) VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS: òDaniel, one of the Jewish exiles, ignores you, O king, and 
defies your decree. Three times a day he prays.ó 
 
NARRATOR: At this, the king was very upset and tried his best to get Daniel out of the fix heõd put him in. He 
worked at it the whole day long. But then the conspirators were back:  
 
(voice 1) VICE REGENTS & GOVERNORS: òRemember, O king, itõs the law of the Medes and Persians 
that the kingõs decree can never be changed.ó 
 
NARRATOR: The king caved in and ordered Daniel brought and thrown into the lionsõ den. But he said to Daniel,  
 
(voice 2) KING DARIUS: òYour God, to whom you are so loyal, is going to get you out of this.ó 
 
NARRATOR: A stone slab was placed over the opening of the den. The king sealed the cover with his signet ring 
and the signet rings of all his nobles, fixing Danielõs fate. The king then went back to his palace. He refused supper. 
He couldnõt sleep. He spent the night fasting. At daybreak the king got up and hurried to the lionsõ den. As he 
approached the den, he called out anxiously,  
 
(voice 2) KING DARIUS: òDaniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve so loyally, 
saved you from the lions?ó 
 
DANIEL: O king, live forever! My God sent his angel, who closed the mouths of the lions so that they 
would not hurt me. Iõve been found innocent before God and also before you, O king. Iõve done nothing to 
harm you.ó 
 
NARRATOR: When the king heard these words, he was happy. He ordered Daniel taken up out of the den. When 
he was hauled up, there wasnõt a scratch on him. He had trusted his God. Then the king commanded that the 
conspirators who had informed on Daniel be thrown into the lionsõ den, along with their wives and children. Before 
they hit the floor, the lions had them in their jaws, tearing them to pieces. King Darius published this proclamation 
to every race, color, and creed on earth: 
 
ALL: Peace to you! Abundant peace! 
    I decree that Danielõs God shall be worshiped and feared in all parts of my kingdom. 
    He is the living God, world without end. His kingdom never falls. 
    His rule continues eternally. 
    He is a savior and rescuer. 
    He performs astonishing miracles in heaven and on earth. 
    He saved Daniel from the power of the lions. 
 
NARRATOR: From then on, Daniel was treated well during the reign of Darius, and also in the following reign of 
Cyrus the Persian. 
 
NARRATOR: Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and Godõs story. 
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ALL: Praise to you O Christ.  

 

Childrenõs Sermon 

 

Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  
 

 


