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Gathering 

 

Music to Prepare Us for Worship  

 

Gathering Songs Trading My Sorrows & You Are Holy (Prince Of Peace)  
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Welcome, Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards 

 

No Longer Strangers Prayer – Jack Jaeger 
Let us pray. Creator God, We are always looking for you, for your love and presence. Open our eyes to see 
you, already there, in one another; friends and strangers alike. Amen. 

 

Meet Someone New 
We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all. If we can’t practice it 
here in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead, make the first move. “Hi, my name is ____________. You’re new to me.” OR 
“Can I introduce myself to you?” are good ways to start. We simply cannot be afraid of one another. 

 

Reprise You Are Holy (Prince Of Peace) 
 

Confession – Owen Weisenberger + Ragan Vilt 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen 
 
God of mercy and never ending grace,  
come to us and help us. Turn us from sin. 
Turn us toward you. 
Stir up the power of your Holy Spirit so that  
we might be able to say out loud what it is we’ve done 
and receive your forgiveness right here, right now. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Generous, Re-creating God, 
There is nothing we can hide from you – the good, the bad. All of it. 
You know who we have loved and who we have refused to love. 
You know how we’ve sectioned off our hearts and our lives. 
You know what we’ve done. You know what we’ve let die on the vine. 
We are sorry. We ask you to forgive us, to make us new, to have more power in our lives than the sin we let 
define us. 
 
Hear this Good News: 
You are not your mistakes. 
You are a beloved Child of God, 
known by God as precious and lovely and forgiven. 
Rejoice! By grace you have been saved. 
Alleluia! Thank you, God! 

Greeting – Ben Riewer                                                                                                                                                       
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all 
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, Have Mercy)   
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Prayer of the Day – Connor Drahos  
Let us pray,  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
God of promise, you have picked up your prophets and restored them to strength when they were ready to 
quit. Take us also and gently awaken us to the commitment we have made to serve you, knowing that you 
will never leave us on our own. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

The Story 
 

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS -- All Saints’ Day Litany 
We remember the great ancestors of our faith, from Abraham and Sarah to Paul and Phoebe. 
We remember.  We are sisters and brothers. 
We remember the prophets and priests, the ministers and teachers who have taught us the ways of God. 
We remember. We are sisters and brothers. 
We remember our grandparents and parents, aunts and uncles, those who have gone before us in our life on earth. 
We remember. We are sisters and brothers. 
We remember children and grandchildren, brothers and sisters, husbands and wives and parents whose lives ended 
too soon. 
We remember.  We are sisters and brothers. 
Today we remember those from our River of Hope family who continue their eternal life not here with us but in 
the life to come.  We miss them so much.  We love them.  We are awash with them in the waters of baptism. 
Frank Goodrich. 
We remember Frank Goodrich.  
We remember Jean Gray 
We remember Jean Gray. 
We remember Edward Watson (partner of Aloise Hauge) 
We remember Edward Watson 
We include in our remembrances today those who have been laid to rest from the community of Hutchinson. 
We remember Simon Goff 
We remember Simon Goff 
 
We remember those dear ones we love and miss: 
We remember…You are invited to whisper or say out loud the names of those you remember. 
 
We remember the promises God makes in baptism – they are waters that never dry up or run out.  This water 
connects us, joins us together, wraps us up in eternal grace.  This water claims us and makes us who we are.  We 
remember and celebrate with those who have entered the body of Christ through baptism this year: 
Welcome Child of God, Nova Louise Henke  
Welcome Child of God, Nova Louise Henke  
Welcome Child of God, Crosby Allen Johnson 
Welcome Child of God, Crosby Allen Johnson 
Welcome Child of God Sadie Claire Knudtson 
Welcome Child of God Sadie Claire Knudtson 
 
Gracious God, it is your love, your love that never ends, that joins us together as sinner/saints, living here and now 
and alive in eternal life in you. Your gift of the Holy Spirit goes out with us, into the storms and the deafening 
silence whispering to us again and again that we are never alone. Let us rest in this promise.  Amen. 
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CLARA DOBRATZ:  Today, our story and God’s story is found in the book of 1 Kings 19:1-18.  
ETHAN BEFFERT: And in the scriptures chosen by the youth affirming their baptisms today. 
 
ALL: Glory to you O Lord. 
Ahab: AY-hab   Beer-sheba:    Horeb: HAWR-ehb   Damascus: duh-MAS-kuhs    Hazael: HAZ-ay-ehl   

Aram: AY-ram       Jehu: DZHEE-hyoo Nimshi: NIHM-shai   Elisha: ee-LAI-shuh  Shaphat: SHAY-fat  
Abel-meholah: AY-b’l-mee-HO-lah   Baal: BAY-uhl 

 

ETHAN: Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then 
Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,  

CLARA: “So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow.”  

ETHAN: Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he 
left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die:  

CLARA: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”  

ETHAN:  Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him,  

ALL:  “Get up and eat.”  

CLARA: He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and 
lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said,  

ALL:  “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.”  

ETHAN:  He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord 
came to him, saying,  

ALL:  “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  

CLARA:  “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.”  

ALL:  “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”  

ETHAN: Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 
the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
Then there came a voice to him that said,  

CLARA: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  

ETHAN: “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.”  

CLARA: Then the Lord said to him,  

ETHAN: “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king 
over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever 
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not 
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

CLARA: Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and God’s story.  Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor Laura: And now we’ll hear the scriptures chosen by each of the youth affirming their baptisms today. 

 

Sermon 

 

Affirmation of Baptism 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are 
making public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another representative of the congregation: 
Parents/sponsors will simply stand up from where they are seated and present their daughter/son/loved one. The names will be in 
alphabetic order and will appear on the power point slide. 
 
I present  name , who desires to make public affirmation of her/his baptism. 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God,  
we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished 
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the 
hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly may stand and join in 
the responses. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 
 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in 
holy baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 
Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 
A chair will be placed in the center. The youth will sit in the chair and be surrounded by family, Godparents, mentors and others who 
want to bless. 
Let us pray, we give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 
from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in _________________ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR MENTORS – MORGAN SCHOFIELD 
Dear God of relationship, 
Thank you for the gifts of friendship, faith and the family of Christ. We thank you for these mentors and 
their love, attention and care for their mentos: Sara Pollmann, Scott Picha, Steve Cook, Jami Beffert, 
Jeanette Krommenhoek, Ron Johnson, Micailie Kempfert, Brian Tillmann, Nan Crary, Jim Nelson, Heidi 
Caya, Al Wuetrich. Thank you God for these good and faithful witnesses to a life of faith. Amen. 
 
MENTORS BLESS THEIR MENTO 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your father in heaven. 
 
Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. Alleluia! 
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Song/Hymn Let the River Flow  As we sing together, the confirmands will remind the congregation of their baptism by 

sprinkling them with water from the fount. 
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The Meal  
Offering  
All that we have and all that we are comes from God.  Let us give back to God in a spirit of generosity. There will be enough. 
Please put your offering of gratitude to God in the plate as it passes by.  Prayerfully consider giving a consistent financial gift to River of 
Hope so our community cannot just survive but thrive.   The watering can is for Laundry Love.  The Backpack is for pudding for 
Common Cup and the Backpack program. 

 

Offering Song We Are An Offering 

 
 
 

 

 

Setting the Table  
As the kids help set the table, they make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin 
Luther:  
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Thanksgiving for Gifts 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, and 
our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let’s pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest.  Blest be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen. 
 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave it to 
these same friends saying, “Take and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Again after supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying, “this is the new 
covenant, the new promise, for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table 
just for you.  Bring all that you are and all that you have to the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough. 

 

Communion Songs Down to the River to Pray, You Are Mine, Blest Are They 
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Blessing after Communion – Ben Becker 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his peace. Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion – Andrew Sandquist 
Gracious God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who 
have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled 
with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen 
 

The Sending 
 

Addie Plath - Why does our church exist? What is our purpose?  We go out to 
transform lives through Jesus Christ.  

 

Purpose Sightings  

 

MILESTONES 
"It's time for milestones-a time of sharing milestones in our community. Big, small, good, bad. Come on up if you have one to share.” 
After each person shares their milestone, the congregation responds by saying “MILESTONE!”   
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Blessing – Ciana Froemming 
May the God of grace bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Song Days of Elijah – all kids, youth, and newly confirmed – come play a rhythm instrument! 
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Go in peace, share the hope of Jesus!  Thanks be to God! 
 

Music to Send You Out 
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