
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
May 14, 2017 

5th Sunday in Easter 
 
 
 

 

 

 
www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  

Worship on Sundays at 10 :30 

 

 

Bummer seat Bulletin : This seat is NOT reserved. Go ahead ð sit here ! 

You may have a partially blocked seat, so use this bulletin if you 

canõt see the screen.  Youõre welcome. J 
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Gathering  

Music to Prepare Us for Worship   

 

Gathering Song  Blessed Be Your Name 
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Welcom e, Worship Orientation 101, Connection Cards  
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No Longer Strangers Prayer  
Dear Jesus, Help us to see your love and life in those around us: friends, enemies, and strangers alike. You 
always show up in who weõd rather just call the òother.ó Help us to call them what you call them: a 
precious child of God. Amen.   
 

Meet Someone New  
We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all. If we canõt practice it 
here in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead, make the first move. òHi, my name is ____________. Youõre new to me.ó OR 
òCan I introduce myself to you?ó are good ways to start. We simply cannot be afraid of one another. 

 

Reprise Blessed Be Your Name 

 

Confession   
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not.   
 
Silence for confession 
 
Transforming God, 
we confess that we are turned in on ourselves and cannot save ourselves, no matter how hard we try.  
We have sinned against you in the things we think and donõt speak, in the words we regret or delight in 
saying, and in the way we live our lives. We have sectioned off our hearts. We excel at building walls. We 
are good at reasoning and legitimizing our behaviors and thoughts. We want to be safe, never hurt again.  
We are sorry. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Please forgive us, make us new and 
ready to praise your name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Hear this Good News: 
God never tires in forgiving us, always rebuilding hope in the name of Jesus Christ. In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to transform our lives. God does not leave you the way that God found you. Your stumbling 
blocks are turned into bridges. Your stony heart is turned to flesh. The walls of your heart have been broken down. 
You are forgiven. You are loved. In the name of the risen Christ, rejoice in this good news! Amen! Alleluia! 

Greeting                                                                                                                                                       
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all 
And also with you. 
 

Pronunciation Lesson  
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Prayer of the Day   
Let us pray, 
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
God of all people, 
In Jesus you have made us all sisters and brothers in Christ. There is no distinction between who is in and 
who is out.  There is no separation that can remove any from fellowship in Christõs community. Blind us to 
our differences so that in unity we may proclaim your truth to all, for the sake of Jesus Christ in whom 
there is harmony and peace. Amen. 
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The Story   
 
NARRATOR: Today, our story and Godõs story is found in the book of Acts, the 15th chapter, verse 1 through 
verse 18. 
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Pronunciation Guide: Pheonicia: fee-NIHSH-ih-uh     Samaria: suh-MEHR-ih-uh 

 
Readers: Narrator, Individuals, Peter 

Narrator: Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers,  

Individuals (ALL) : Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved. 

Narrator: And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some 
of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. So they 
were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the 
conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were 
welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But 
some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said,  

Individuals (ALL) : It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses. 

Narrator: The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been much debate, 
Peter stood up and said to them,  

Peter: My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one 
through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. And God, who knows 
the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; and in cleansing their hearts 
by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by 
placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the 
contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will. 

Narrator: The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and 
wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied,  

James: My brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take from 
among them a people for his name. This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, òAfter this I will 
return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, 
so that all other peoples may seek the Lord ð even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus says 
the Lord, who has been making these things known from long ago.ó 

Narrator: Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and Godõs story. 

 
ALL: Sing Halle Halle Halle  
 

Childrenõs Sermon 

 

Sermon  

 

Song After Sermon Hallelujah 
Please write your prayer requests as we sing together. The people who will pray your prayers will pick them up from you. 
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Hallelujah  
Music by Leonard Cohen  

Adapted for Easter with lyrics by Kelly Mooney  

 
A crown of thorns placed on His Head  

He knew that He would seen be dead  

He said di you forget me Father did you?  

They nailed Him to a wooden cross  

Soon all the world would feel the loss  

Of Christ the King before His Hallelujah  

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.  

 

He hung His head and prepared to die  

Then lifted His face up to the sky  

Said I am coming home now Father to you  

A reed which held His final sip  

Was gently lifted to His lips  

He drank His last and give His would to glory  

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.  

 

Three days went by again they came  

To move the stone to bless the slain  

With oil and spice anointing Hallelujah  

But as they went to  move the stone  

They saw that they were not alone  

But Jesus Chist has risen Hallelujah  

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.  

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.  

 

 

Prayers of the People  Prayers will be written on papers or texted by the people and prayed out loud, anonymously, by two 
people from the congregation. After 3-4 prayers are read, the reader of the prayers will say òLord, we depend on your mercyó with the 
response: òHear our prayers.ó 
Pray-er: God of mercy. 
ALL: Hear our prayers. 
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Offering   
All that we have and all that we are comes from God.  Let us give back to God in a spirit of generosity. There will be enough. 
Please put your offering of gratitude to God in the plate as it passes by.  Prayerfully consider giving a consistent financial gift to River of 
Hope so our community cannot just survive but thrive.     

The watering can is for Laundry Love 
The Backpack is for pudding for Common Cup and the Backpack program. 

 

Offering Song  Everybodyõs Got Something to Offer 
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The Feast  
Setting the Table  
As the kids help set the table, they make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin 
Luther:  
Letõs pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest.  Blest be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen. 
 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them to the Risen Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.    
 
O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
 
In the night when Jesus was betrayed by his best friends, he took bread. He blessed it and broke it and gave it to 
these same friends saying, òTake and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.ó 
 
SING:  

 
 
After supper he took the cup, blessed it and gave it for all to drink saying, òThis is the new covenant, the new 
promise, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.ó 
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SING:  

 
Remembering his death, 
we cry out Amen! Amen! 
Celebrating his resurrection, 
we shout Amen! Amen! 
Trusting his presence 
in every time and place, 
we plead Amen. Amen. 
 
O God, you are Breath: 
send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: 
feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are Wine: 
warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: 
transform us with hope. 
 
O God most majestic, 
O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all 
and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
and the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 
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The Lordõs Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,   

and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.  

 

Invitation to the Meal  
You are welcome to this meal. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then Christ has set this table 
just for you.  Bring all that you are and all that you have to the table.  You will be fed. You are forgiven. There is enough. 
 

Communion Songs Given and Shed for You & Borning Cry 
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