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   pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Jim Nelson, Worship & Music Curator 
   music@riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Anita Weitzman, Office Admin.  
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On behalf of River of Hope, 
welcome to worship. 
However you got here 
today, Iõm glad youõre here. 
We work pretty hard for 
this not to feel like a club 
where you have to figure 
out the secret handshake. I 
hope your experience 
includes a genuine 

welcome.  

We believe we are loved 
beyond measure, forgiven 
constantly, and that we 
exist as the church in order 
to go out and love people.  
It is a terrible, beautiful 

gift.  

We gather this mor ning to 
practice leaving the 
building. We go out to 
transform lives through 
Jesus Christ. It takes  
community practice to 
follow Jesus. Iõll see you 

out there!  

Welcome from  

Pastor Laura 

G.I.F.T. Worship  
 

GENERATIONS IN FAITH TOGETHER. 
 River of Hope practices worship together with all 

generations, believing that faith and life are 
connected in a meaningful way when we worship 
together.  
 

G.I.F.T. Worship is River of Hopeõs version of 
Sunday School for all ages. And it prepares us to 
go out into our lives, knowing Jesus Christ is 
transforming us and the world.  

Where everybody knows your name?   We all wear name tags each 

week ð not just the visitors. Even when we think we know everyone at 
River of Hope, itõs simply not true.  These name tags are our awkwardly 
friendly way to help us stick out our hand, say, òhello, youõre new to meó 
and practic e being the friendly church everyone swears we are.  If we 
practice this awkward move here, weõve got a shot at actually doing it in 
our everyday lives.  

Welcome  101   

 

Come as you are.   Well, youõre already here. We donõt care what 

clothes you wear or what kind of shape your spiritual life is in. Because 
God meets you and loves you where you are, we strive to do the same.   
 

We like kids. No kidding.  Read further in this handout, youõll see.  Plus, 
we think kids are leaders in wor ship and lives of faith. Just look around 
you. 
 

Nursery care . Weeping and gnashing of teeth?  Nursery care is available 

just outside the worship area.  
 

Communion.  You are welcome, without exception. If you are hungry and 

thirsty for unbounded grace, mercy,  and forgiveness through Jesus Christ, 
you are welcome.  
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There is a rhythm and shape to worship.  We shape ours around the FAITH5 
practice: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, and Bless.  5 elements to practicing faith.  
Worship is the perfect space and time to practice faith.  

SHARE 

Gathering Songs/Hymns: òHere Am to Worshipó and òThe Name of the Lordó 

Welcome & Orientation  101  

No Longer Strangers Prayer  ð You promise to love all people, even us.  Help 
us to see you in other people.  Help us to love others we donõt know or like.  
When we are uncertain, make us certain of your love for people we would 
call òother.ó  Amen 

Meet Someone New  ð Today, we ask you to get to know those around your 
table.  

Greeting - Why do we greet in the name of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit? It 
reminds us who we are, who we worship, who we are following, and how we 
want to live.  (Because we tend to forget .)  

Psalm of Praise ð Psalm 66 

Offering - When people gather together, there is a cost.  Your offering goes 
to pay staff and to reach out in the name of Jesus Chris t to Hutchinson and 
far beyond.  We need your faithful giving to live out our purpose  

Offering Song/Hymn:  òEverybodyõs Got Something to Offeró 

READ 

Song/Hymn: Sing òI Want Jesus to Walk With Meó (vs. 1) before and after the 
reading 
 
Scripture Reading: September 28, 2014, Exodus 14:10-14, 21-29 
(Next Weekõs Scripture: Sunday, October 5, 2014, Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17)                     
 
Childrenõs Time 
 
Sermon  
 
Post Sermon Connection  
 
Song/Hymn: òPharoah, Pharoahó 
 
Prayers for All People  

Invitation to the Meal - You are welcome at Christõs table.  No matter your 
age, church affiliation.  If you are hungry for grace and mercy that comes 
from Jesus Christ, you are welcome  

Setting the Table ð Kids of all ages are invited to help set up for communion.  

 

 

 

Worship Outline 
 

 

Worship Outline Continuedé 
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     Pray 

The Prayer of  Great  Thanksgiving  

The Lordõs Prayer 

Invitation to the Meal ð You are welcome at Christõs table.  No matter your age 
or church affiliation.  If you are hungry for grace and mercy that comes from 
Jesus Christ, you are welcome. 

Communion Songs/Hymns ð òJesus, Lamb of Godó and òBlessed Assuranceó 

     Bless 

Blessing after Communion  - It is Godõs blessing that we pray for one another 
to go with us and keep us in peace. 

Purpose 

Spotlight on Where Weõre Going Out to, Then 

Sending Song/Hymn: òYour Everlasting Loveó 

Go in peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God!  

Thanks to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Notes  

You Are Here Clipboards ð Your being in worship is important. Youõre here ð weõre glad. 
Take a minute to fill one out (both sides) even if you attend here every week. Then put it 
in the offering plate later on as it passes by. Prayer requests can be made on the other 
side of the form.  
 
Worship Style  ð We are an intergenerational community. (Thatõs a fancy word for young 
and old.) We sing hymns, we sing songs. We pray ancient words and words that are new 
to us. We actively practice faith during worship. Sometimes itõs beautiful. Sometimes itõs 
awkward. Sometimes itõs both. It always òcountsó as worship. Then we try it again next 
week.  
 
Practice  ð Did you notice kids and teenagers, moms and dads, old and young helping to 
lead worship? We hope so. Participating in worship knows no age limit. Worship is one 
place and just one way we practice being Christians. It helps prepare us for living as 
Christians. Go ahead. Try it. No perfection expected ð just practice.  
 
Exit Strategy  ð Nervous to stand in line and talk to the pastor? Just introverted enough 
that youõd like to slip away? Ok. Slip out a side door. Or scoot behind the line of people 
out the door. No one will be offended, really. We hope you met someone today, but not 

at risk of your fleeing in fright from too much attention.  
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In Our Prayers  

COMFORT and PEACE:  
All families in transition  
Peggy Sudheimer as she morns the loss of her friend 
Nancy Murphy 
Family of Misty Gustafson  
Arlyn DeBruyckere  and Family as they mourn the loss of 
his father  
Kelly Fuhrman  ð Weisenbergersõ Friend 
Harold Lindstrand ð Phyllis Lindstrandõs husband 
David Hove ð Friend of Sara Shorter 
Jean Gray 
 
HEALING:  
Baby Deke & Baby Tate  ð J. Paulsenõs nieceõs newborns 
Sister Diana (Tudi)  ð Phyllis Lindstrand 
Ralph ð Phyllis Lindstrandõs Brother -in-law 
Harvey ð Phyllis Lindstrandõs Brother-in-law 
Clifford  ð Phyllis Lindstrandõs cousin 
Warren Kempfert  
Frank Goodrich  
Lauren Knorr and Family  
Tim & Anita  
Dee Mora 
Sadie ð Friend of Scott & Renee Kotlarz  
Roger Spilde ð Friend of Deb Houseman 
Linda  ð Renee Kotlarzõs co-worker  
Heather Eckstrom  
Ardelle Paulson  
John & Sheila Ortlip  
Laura Junkerõs Dad 
Holly ð Junker Family Friend  
Peg Powers ð Shorter Family Friend 
Stacy ð friend of Renee Kotlarz  
Uncle Hank  ð Phyllis Lindstrand  
Aunt Beverly -Jill Springer  
Grandma Kathy -Hauser family 
Sara Pollmann and family  
Shirley LaLonde ð Friend of Ruth Hamlow  
Clayton ð Robert Schofields Grandpa 
Grandpa Darryl  ð Vilt Family  
Amanda Davisõs Father  
Holly  ð Hauserõs Friend 
Nyssa Johnson 
Grandpa Tom  ð Vilt  Family 
Nic Kempfert  
Deb ð co-worker of Jennifer Hansen  
Laurel Brown  
People who have pain  
Those living with autism  
Kelly Fuhrman  ð Weisenbergersõ Friend 
Sara Shorter  and family  
Aaron, Asten, and Jacob  (Jami Beffertõs Make-a-Wish 
Children) 
Luke  ð friend of the Kropps 
Shirley Crowe  ð friend of Sue Hageman 
Mason & Kevin Hansen ð Kropp family friends  
 

Nancy Murphy  ð friend of Peggy Sudheimer 
Les Nelson ð friend of the Kropps  
Tanya Klish  ð friend of Kat Scotting  
Lisa Argir  ð friend of Kat Scotting  
 
FAITH and GUIDANCE:  
Todd Sudheimer  
Those dealing with a loved oneõs disappearance 
The Children at the border  
Ebola Victims   
Nyssa as she transition to a new home in Brooklyn Park  
Nelson Rokkeð Jim Nelsonõs Nephew  
Those suffering  with depression, anxiety, mental illness  
Those without  adequate food, housing, or employment  
Cure for cancer  
AA,NA,SA, groups and all  who struggle with addiction 
and strive to live in recovery  
Peace wherever there is war, unrest, violence  
River of Hope financial health   
The women and children  who are victims of human 
trafficking   
The People of the Ukraine , Nigeria , Iraq, Gaza , Israel 
and Palestine   

                                                      
THANKSGIVING and PRAISE: 
Blessing - that God  has blessed us to be a blessing to 
others 
Wanda Weiler  for how she takes care of us at ROH 
Phyllis & Harold Lindstrand ð gratitude of one more 
good day for Harold and for all the prayers that have 
been bestowed for his health  
All those serving in leadership roles  in River of Hope 
House of Grace ð New Mission start in Montrose, Pastor 
Kimberly Buffie  
The skill & knowledge of  staff at Childrenõs Hopital 
Amber ð Friend of Ron & Susan 
Changes and Growth at River of Hope  
Visitors to River of Hope  ð that we may  
call them sister or brother                                          
The ELCA support  of River of Hope ð Bishop Jon 
Anderson, Larry Strenge, Linda Pedersen, and for all 
synod and church-wide staff seeking to be part of Godõs 
work                                                                        
River Team s!  For their inspired and faithful 
participation in leading worshi p                                                             
Those responding to the call for financial help   
For Godõs love for all               
For the work of the Holy Spirit     
 
 
                   
Prayers remain in the weekly for two weeks.  Prayers for healing will 
remain on the list until requested to be removed.  Send updates and 
prayer requests to the RoH Office Administrator at  aweitzman@riverof 
hopehutchinson.org, call (320) 587 -4414, or indicate on a òYou Are 

Hereó clip board. 
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Give to River of Hope :  Giving your financial resources consistently means quite a lot to the health 
and life of River of Hope.  What can you give?  Each family's faithful consideration of this question 
is important.  Help us plan for the future God is calling us into.  Automati c giving (Simply Giving) is 
a simple yet incredible way to support River of Hope when you're in worship or away for the 
weekend.  Set it up through our website www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  or email River of Hope's 
Treasurer, John Paulsen at jpaulsen@hometownmn.com to get the ball rolling.  

 

Connect 
 

Discipleship Groups:  Disciple means learner.  We are life -time learners when it comes to living a 
life of faith.  Be part of an intentional small group, a Discipleship Group, where you'll commit 
to  monthly meetings,  weekly readings, and to reflect on scripture as our story and  God's story, 
intersecting.  

All discipleship groups are full.  Donõt let this stop you!  Email Pastor Laura your interest and weõll 
get another group going!  Pastor Lauraõs email is: pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org. 

2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Sara Pollmann  ð FULL 
2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Jim Nelson ð FULL 
2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Ruth Hamlow  ð FULL 
2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Jenny Tillmann ð FULL 
2nd Sunday/month 9am ð Group leader ð Chanda Kropp ð FULL 
3rd Sunday/month 9am-Group leader-Beth Gasser ð FULL 
1st Tuesday/month at 7pm ð Group Leader ð Ron Johnson ð FULL 
2nd Tuesday/month at 7pm ð Group Leader ð Keri Thoreson ð FULL 
 

 
 

 

Sunday Sept 28st            10:30am Worship  
    Get-a-Bible Sunday!  
 

Tuesday Sept 30th              7pm Beer & Hymns 
 
Tuesday Oct 1st                  Confirmation  
                        
Sunday Oct 5 th    10:30am Worship  
  
September Worship River Team:  Jordan  

River Guide s: Brian & Jennifer Tillmann  

October Worship River Team: Nile  

See full calendar on the back!  

  

Attendance and Offering  
 

Date: September 21, 2014 
Attendance:  97                                
Regular offering:  $746 
Childrenõs:         $20.93 
 

September Automatic Deposit s to Date: $7,082 

 

T-shirt rebate: $250  
Tillmann Rummage Sale to benefit the youth 
fund: $500 
 
August Total Offerings & Contributions: $16,619  

August Total Expenses:                       $14,046 

This Week on the River  

http://www.riverofhopehutchinson.org/
mailto:jpaulsen@hometownmn.com
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7th  graders starting confirmation will receive a Lutheran Study Bible.  
3rd-6th  graders get a Spark Bible.  
4 year olds through 2 nd grade get a story Bible  

 
Linda Portele Miller Benefit   
When:  Sunday, September 28th, 9:00am ð 1:00pm  
Where:  Hutchinson High School Cafeteria  
What:  Pancake Breakfast served by Hutchinson Lionõs Club 
 Free Will Donation and silent auction and raffle  
 
For 19 years Linda has been an employee with the Hutchinson Schools 
as a Para Professional. This summer, Linda suffered a pulmonary 
embolism and went into cardiac arrest.  She is in Abbot Northwestern 
and still continues to deal with pulmonary issues, congestive heart 
failure and healing.   
 
 A fund has also been set up for donations at Wells Fargo: Wells 
Fargo, c/o Linda Miller Trust Fund, 1 35 Main Street, N, Hutchinson, 
MN 55350. For more information, contact Ralph Johnson ð 320-587-
6733. 
 

Seeds of Hope is a student sponsorship ministry  that 
directly benefits students of all grade levels, including 
college, in El Salvador.   Living in extreme poverty,  many 
families cannot afford to buy  shoes, books, 
supplies, uniforms, and transportation required for 
school. To receive a sponsorship, students must attend 

school, show satisfactory progress and attend church 
regularly.   Seeds of Hope covers those costs and is positively 
impacting the lives of over  350 students, including 35 university 
students.  River of Hope  currently sponsors 5  of those 
students.   Thank you  River of Hope!   Current sponsors can expect to 
receive their registration information in the mail the last week of 
September. Seeds of Hope representatives will be visiting  River of 
Hope on October 12 to provide program  information, answer 
questions and connect with  current and prospective  sponsors 
 

 
Please consider donating new or gently used coats, 
snow pants, and mittens for Common Cup? You can 
leave them at the Common Cup office on 2nd Avenue, 
the Church Outpost, or bring to worship and  Andy 

Koenig will transfer the m to where they need to go.  

River Team Schedule  
 

 
September ð Jordan  
River Guides: Brian & 
Jennifer Tillmann: (320) 
587-1007 
tillmann@hutchtel.net  
 
October ð Nile  
River guide: Kris Dobratz 
(320)-583-2149 
dobykro@hutchtel.net  
 
November ð Tigris  
River guides: Russ & 
Jeannine Borgendale 
(320) 455-0052 
r_j_borgendale@hotmail.com  

Nancy Jorgenson 
(320) 587-7788 
njjorgenson@me.com 
 
December ð Shenandoah 
River guides: Chris & Lisa 
Kraft (320) 234-7680 
Clkraft123@hotmail.com 
 
January ð Amazon 
River guide: Ruth Hamlow 
(320) 587-5045 
rhamlow@hutchtel.net  
 
February - Jordan  
River guides: Jennifer & 
Brian 
Tillmann: (320) 587 -1007 
tillmann@hutchtel.net  
 
March ð Nile  
River guide: Kris Dobratz 
(320) 234-5985 
dobykro@hutchtel.ne t  
 
April ð Tigris  
River guide: 
 
May ð Shenandoah 
River guides: Chris & Lisa 
Kraft (320) 234-7680 
Clkraft123@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

Get ôyer Bible Sunday is September 28  
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       Are you concerned about climate change?   
This is an invitation to change everything! O n Sunday, September 28th at 1 pm a free  
movie  entitled "Disruption" is being shown at First Congregational Church United Church 
of Christ located in Hutchinson at 31 4th Avenue SW. The movie is 56 minutes in length 

and a brief discussion will follow for those interested in participating in a conversa tion  
 
 

Let's Go To Montrose!  September, 28  
House of Grace is a new ELCA church.  Their first official worship service is 
Sunday, September 28 at 5:30 p.m.  This may sound familiar to some of 
you!  It is important that we support them by showing up for this first 

worship and we'll be building them into our  budget too.  
 
Let's meet at 4:30 at the Event Center to carpool.    
Here are the details:  
United Methodist Church 
230 Center Ave, Montrose, MN 

 
 
The Connect Table - your ògo-toó place to find all things  River of Hope and, uh, 
well ð get connected.  Here is a smattering of things youõll find at the Connect 
Table.  

¶ Discipleship Group Signups 

¶ Faith5 Sheets 

¶ Simple Giving Forms & envelopes 

¶ River of Hope General Information  

¶ ROH Directory and River Team Directory  

¶ Events Around Hutchinson  

¶ Minutes from table meetings  

¶ Weekly Ministry News     
 
On Line Church Directory is for you. Need a phone number, email address, or home 
address? This is the place to find it. Keep your own information up to date. Use it  to 
connect. Go to  https://me.churchmembershiponline.com .  Each individual can login 
using the email address in their individual record  and change their contact 
information .  If you are not in the directory and would like to be , contact the ROH 

Office Admi nistrator: aweitzman@riverofhopehutchinson.org  or call: 320 -587-4414. 
 

 
Hope Mentors : Be a mentor of hope for a new person or  family joining River of 
Hope Take them out for coffee or lunch. Become their friend. Love them. 
Introduce them at Riverpalooza. Itõs a discipleship move. Indicate your interest on 
a You Are Here clip board . 
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A Thank You from Pastor Jon Lindekugal, pastor at Chris t  the King  

Family of River of Hope,  
My sincere thank you for the card and the gift!  My retirement is not until the end of 

the year, but I'm thinking of using the gift card strictly for cheesecake at Zella's between now and 
then!  
 
Since announcing my retirement last December, I realize that every event and change of seasons as 
pastor is my last. But rather than focus on things that end, I would rather look forward to new 
beginnings starting in January, as in Christ all things are made new! God's richest blessings to you 
all for growth in the Spirit, and reaching all who come to you, with Jesus' love.  
 
My wife and I plan to st ay in Hutch, at least for the time being. We have grandchildren who now 
live here, all the more reason to continue calling Hutchinson our home.  
 
I thank you for your kind thoughts and continued friendship!  

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Six-Week Book Studies w/ Pastor Laura: Donõt Keep It To Yourself 
 

Itõs hard to invite people to worship sometimes.  Here is an opportunity to invite a friend or co-worker to something 
more casual, meant for questions and conversation. Chances are weõll all be changed by our encounter together.  Just 
as we are called to g o out into the world, part of that is invitation.  These 6 -week groups are meant not only for you, 
River of Hope, but your friends and neighbors.   
 

òOverratedó by Eugene Cho  
Thursdays @ 7pm -- Zellaõs Oct 23, 30; Nov 6, 13, 20 
As Christians, Cho writes, "our calling is not simply to change the world but to be 
changed ourselves." In Overrated , Cho shows that it is possible to move from talk to 
action.  
Questioning what Christianity is all about?  Have a friend who is allergic to church 
and/or Christians?  Just want to dive into a challenging and inspiring read about what it 
means to live ð daily ð as a Christian?  Super.  
 
òAn Altar in the Worldó by Barbara Brown Taylor 
Mondays @ 7pm ð Place TBD January 5, 12, 19, 26; Feb 
2, 9  
Kick off the new year  by diving into a book all about 
spiritual practices. You know, like cleaning and blessing 
sticks.  Taylor shows us how to discover altars 
everywhere we go (beyond church worship services) and 

in nearly everything we do as we learn to live with purpose, pa y attention, slow down, 
and revere the world we live in.    Take a deep breath and dive into this beauty of a book.  
 
Lent Book Study: Book TBD: Thursdays: Feb 19, 25; Mar 4, 11, 18, 25  
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Table Ministry  
Do you have a passion for serving through River of Hope?  Do 
you want to be connected to other people from River of 
Hope?  Then you are invited to the table.  Hospitality, 
Financial Stewardship, Worship & Music,  Outreach, Parish 
Personnel,  and Vision are the existing tables.  No need to be 
voted in.  You are invited to the table.  

The commitments you make to serve on a table are 4 -fold:  
1. Scripture .  Read scripture daily. As a leader, you are asked to grow spiritually. It takes practice 
and a grounding in Scripture. You don't have to "know what it all m eans" - you have to curious 
about the story that tells us who we are as Christian s.  Read and ask yourself, "What intrigues me? 
Confuses me? Comforts me?" 
 
2. Passion.  Only serve on a table where you have a passion for that work.  If you passion fades, 
step away from the table, for your own sake and for the sake of the church.  Table groups do not 
meet just to meet but have a purpose and passion  for meeting.  
 
3. Trust . Trust the other tables to do their work and to make decisions. Ask good questions and 
trust the leaders to make faithful decisions.  
 
4. Give. Leaders of River of Hope give their time and their consistent financial support.  
 
Each table meets on an as needed basis, please contact the leaders for more information.  
 
Vision Table:   
Pastor Laura Aase    320-587-4414    pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org 
Worship & Music Table:  
Jim Nelson      320-552-9734    music@riverofhopehutchinson.org 
Hospitality Table:  
Jenny Tillmann     320-587-1007    tillmann@hutchtel.net  
Outreach Table:  
Keri Thoreson      320-234-7074    teacup_23@yahoo.com 
Financial Stewardship:  
Ruth Hamlow      320-223-5859    rhamlow@hutchtel.net   
John Paulsen serves as treasurer:     jpaulsen@hometownmn.com 
Parish Personnel Table:   
Brian Pollmann      320-587-2452    brianpollmann@gmail.com 
Youth:  
Ron Johnson is crazy é about youth.  Talk to him if you want to join in the fun.  
Ron Johnson    320-234-6308    ronjohn1950@gmail.com  
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River Conditions  
Reflections and visions for  our life together  in this River of Hope ,  
with love from pastor Laura . 

 
Dear hopeful people,  
 
What an incredible thing to see so many in our community joining Discipleship 
Groups.  The word 'disciple' means learner, which makes a lot of sense since we 
learn how to follow Jesus all of our lives. So, in a nutshell, Discipleship Groups 

are small groups that  encourage you to read the Bible together not for knowledge but for your life. 
It sounds simple but it has profound implications.  
 
The Bible can be a very difficult book to pick up because, often,  we've been told we don't have the 
authority to read it "correctly" (whatever that means).  Yet, it's one of the primary ways God 
speaks to us in our lives, right now.  So if we never pick up this book on our own and leave it to 
others to do for us, the Bi ble can feel distant and out of touch with our lives.  
 
Reading the Bible as part of a small group is for encouragement to discover your story 
together.  It's not just about a personal relationship - although a personal relationship is  important 
- it is abo ut the story of community that extends farther than we can imagine.  There is no such 
thing as a singular Christian. Without community, there is no Christianity.  
 
Growing into faith takes a lifetime.  Reading the Bible is meant to encourage you as well as agitate 
and disturb, comfort and care for you.  It's not an easy story, so your life of  faith is definitely 
reflected in scripture.  What I know for certain is that as you read scripture, you will grow 
spiritually and your life will change.   
 
If you want t o be part of a small group, email me or call the office.  We can always start a new 
group.  Or pick up a Bible reading schedule at the Connect Table to read along with the over 70 
people at River of Hope that are reading the Bible weekly, on their own.  
 
This is our story!  It's an incredible one of salvation and is our ultimate hope.  
 
I love you,  
 
Pastor Laura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Laura is away on a combination work/vacation  September 30 - October 9. In case of 
emergency, please call Pastor Joe Midthun  at 320 -699-1045.  
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Dear Parents of Young Children, 
 
We are so glad that you are here, and that you brought your child(ren) with 

you. As an intergenerational congregation, we think faith is something that is experienced and 
taught through participation. We are so glad you are here, practicing faith together.  
 
A few things for parents to consider during this worship time:  
Relax. God put the wiggle in children; donõt feel you have to squash it in worship or appear the 
òperfectó family. That doesnõt exist, silly. Most often, youõre way more worried about the ruckus 
and spectacle than those around you.  
 
We actually think kids can and do help to lead worship.  Anything from ushering to helping set the 
communion table.  There are at least 2 or 3 t imes during a worship service the kids (of any age) are 
asked to help lead in some way.  Itõs up to them to decide if theyõd like to help. 
 
Here are some helpful things to know about River of Hope if youõre nervous about your kids 
being part of worship.  
Å Children learn behavior by copying you. If you interact with worship, your kids will too. 

Funny enough, we often look to children to lead us as well.  
Å When the kids are invited to help, it is not required.  Let your child decide.  Or, if it will 

help that you  accompany them, come on along!  
Å If total meltdown happens and there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, there is a nursery you 

can flee to or simply take to the halls. You will not be singled out or made to feel bad about 
what has transpired. We will not poi nt and laugh or cast silent judgment. (Weõll most likely 
be breathing a sigh of relief that it wasnõt uséthis time.) 

Å Communion.  Everyone is welcome to receive bread and (non -alcoholic) wine at the table 
regardless of age. Itõs a meal of mercy and grace, not knowledge and worthiness. Itõs up to 
the parents. Simply tell your kids to hold out their hands for bread and weõll help them 
along.  If youõd rather they didnõt, have them fold their hands over their chests so we know. 
If youõd like your kids to talk with Pastor Laura about it, sheõd be happy to visit you at home 
to talk about this important meal.  

Å Activity Bags for kids are available at the entrance of the worship space.  
 

To those who are sitting near worshiping parents and children:  
A smile of encouragement or commiseration is always welcome to parents with small, active 
children. For those of you who remember when you were in this stage of life, your smile and nod 
can communicate a lot. Help each other out.  
 
Worship can and should often sound like life, if not directly reflect it. So the experiences of 
talking, crying, òchurch gigglesó, singing, òsibling interactionsó and general wiggly-ness is also part 
of worship. Weõre glad youõre adding to the fray! 
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1 2 10am Staff Meeting 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 13

S Pollman leader

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Mentors,  UCC

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 Notes:

~ September 2014 ~
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 

 Country  Kitchen    

6pm Confirmation w ith   

 

Labor Day    

 

 Mentors & Parents Info.    

Office Closed 7pm Discipleship Groups 

  

 

Ron Johnson - Leader

at UCC   

Sara Pollman - Leader

Ruth Hamlow & J. Tillmann-L

 

 

10:30am  RIVERPALOOZA 9am Discipleship Groups

6pm Discipleship Groups 

 

  

7pm Discipleship Groups &

6pm Discipleship Groups 

   

 10am Staff Mtg-McCormicks

  

 6:30pm Outreach Table 6pm Discipleship Groups   

    

 

 Main Street Sports Bar Keri Thoreson - Leader Jim Nelson leaker  

 

Chanda Kropp - Leader 10am Staff Mtg. - Culvers  6-7:30pm Confirmation    

9am Discipleship Groups  

  

10:30am Worship     

 

mation" 7-9th graders & 

  

 

Youth Group Fall Beginning  

Mini-Retreat: "What Is Confir-

 

 

9am Discipleship Groups      

UCC Digs 4-5:50pm  

  

Beth Gasser - Leader 10am Staff Mtg - Outpost & See You at the Pole HS & MS  

Time Begins - 8am    

 

10:30am Worship Tokyo Grill Middle School Release 7am, then BIG Rally  7pm  

 

Conference 21-24  Oak Heights     

Pastor Laura - Theological  

    River Guides:

7pm Beer & Hymns at  

10:30am Worship 10am Staff Mtg. - Arbys   Brian & Jenny Tillmann

  Main Street Sports Bar  

  

    



13 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 Notes:

~ October 2014 ~
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  

 9am Pastor Laura - 1st Call Pastor Laura Day  Off

6pm Confirmation   

 

 Meeting

 

    

Pastor Laura Day  Off  

   

Ron Johnson - Leader Sara Pollman - Leader   

 

10:30am Worship 10am Staff Meeting 7pm Discipleship Group 6pm Discipleship Groups  

 

   Jim Nelson - Leader    

  

  

   Ruth Hamlow - Leader   

   Pastor Laura Day  Off

 

   Jenny  Tillman - Leader  

 

Chanda Kropp - Leader  12:30pm Crow River Conf.    

9am Discipleship Group 10am Staff Meeting

  

10:30am Worship  7pm Discipleship Group    

    

 

  Keri Thoreson - Leader   

 

9am Discipleship Group 10am Staff Meeting    Pastor Laura Day  Off  

  

  

Beth Gasser - Leader      

    

 

10:30am Worship 6:30pm Vision Table - El Loro   

 

       

  

 River Guide:Kris Dobratz

Reformation 10am Staff Meeting    Pastor Laura Day  Off

7pm Beer & Hymns    

Team Nile
10:30am Worship     

 

  Main Street Sports Bar     
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We are the ELCA church in town. We are a purposely 

intergenerational community who is following Jesus 

out of the building and into the world where we live.  

We are learners (disciples) and practice -ers. Worship 

is a safe place to practice a dangerous gospel.  And, 

believe us, it takes practice. Your questi ons, critical 

thinking, doubts and imperfect lives are welcome 

here. In fact, no matter your status in society 

(divorced, never -been-to-church, gay, straight, old, 

young, cranky, liberal, conservative, questioning, 

recovering, allergic -to-church, snarky) youõll be 

welcomed here.  Then youõll be sent out, to live your 

life, transformed by Jesus Christ.  And we believe, 

through the love of Jesus, youõll help to 

transform other lives.  
 

River of Hope Lutheran Church  

IF YOU KEEP UP WITH BRANDS,  THEN 

YOU SHOULD KNOW WE ARE PART OF 

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN AMERICA (ELCA).  

WEõRE PRETTY PLEASED ABOUT THIS.  

Our purpose as a church:   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  

Our Guiding Principles:  

(Disciple = learner)  

God is God and we are not.  

We are called to grow together as disciples: to forgive, to teach, to love.  

Disciples are inspired by the Holy Spirit to take risks.  

Disciples seek Godõs justice. 

Disciples serve with no strings attached.  

Disciples invite and welcome through loving acceptance.  

We meet you where you are.  


