
    

Weekly Ministry News                    November 23, 2014  

Outpost (Office)   Worship  
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Hutchinson Event Center 
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300 Hwy 7 W 
Hutchinson, MN 55350 
320-587-4414 

RoH Cell: 320-583-8005 

Staff 
Laura Aase, Pastor & Mission Developer 
   pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Jim Nelson, Worship & Music Curator 
   music@riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Anita Weitzman, Office Admin.  
   office@riverofhopehutchinson.org  

 

On behalf of River of Hope, 
welcome to worship. 
However you got here 
today, Iõm glad youõre here. 
We work pretty hard for 
this not to feel like a club 
where you have to figure 
out the secret handshake. I 
hope your experience 
includes a genuine 

welcome.  

We believe we are loved 
beyond measure, forgiven 
constantly, and that we 
exist as the church in  order 
to go out and love people.  
It is a terrible, beautiful 

gift.  

We gather this morning to 
practice leaving the 
building. We go out to 
transform lives through 
Jesus Christ. It takes  
community practice to 
follow Jesus. Iõll see you 

out there!  

Welcome from  

Pastor Laura 

G.I.F.T. Worship  
 

GENERATIONS IN FAITH TOGETHER. 
 River of Hope practices worship together with all 

generations, believing that faith and life are 
connected in a meaningful way when we worship 
together.  
 

G.I.F.T. Worship is River of Hopeõs version of 
Sunday School for all ages. And it prepares us to 
go out into our lives, knowing Jesus Christ is 
transforming us and the world.  

Where everybody knows your name?   We all wear name tags each 

week ð not just the visitors. Even when we think we know everyone at 
River of Hope, itõs simply not true.  These name tags are our awkwardly 
friendly way to help us stick out our hand, say, òhello, youõre new to meó 
and practic e being the friendly church everyone swears we are.  If we 
practice this awkward move here, weõve got a shot at actually doing it in 
our everyday lives.  

Welcome  101   

 

Come as you are.   Well, youõre already here. We donõt care what 

clothes you wear or what kind of shape your spiritual life is in. Because 
God meets you and loves you where you are, we strive to do the same.   
 

We like kids. No kidding.  Read further in this handout, youõll see.  Plus, 

we think kids are leaders in worship and lives of faith. Just look around 
you. 
 

Nursery care . Weeping and gnashing of teeth?  Nursery care is available 

just outside the worship area.  
 

Communion.  You are welcome, without exception. If you are hungry and 

thirsty for unbounded grace, mercy, and forgiveness through Jesus Christ, 
you are welcome.  
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There is a rhythm and shape to worship.  We shape ours around the FAITH5 
practice: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, and Bless.  5 elements to practicing faith.  
Worship is the perfect space and time to practice faith.  

SHARE 

Gathering Songs/Hymns: òChange My Heart Oh Godó and òI Could Sing of 
Your Love Foreveró 

Welcome & Orientation  101  

No Longer Strangers Prayer  ð You promise to love all people, even us.  Help 
us to see you in other people.  Help us to love others we donõt know or like.  
When we are uncertain, make us certain of your love for people we would 
call òother.ó  Amen 

Meet Someone New  ð We practice being Christian by extending our hand in 
friendship to people we  may not know very well or at all. Itõs risky behavior. 
But if we canõt practice it in worship, where else can we do it? Go ahead. 
Make the first move.  òHi, my name is _________. Youõre new to me.ó 

Greeting - Why do we greet in the name of God, Jesus, and  the Holy Spirit? 
It reminds us who we are, who we worship, who we are following, and how 
we want to live.  (Because we tend to forget .)  

Confession and Forgiveness  

READ 

Scripture Reading: Sunday, November 23, Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11 
(Next Weekõs Scripture: Sunday, November 30, Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:2-4; 3:17-
29) 
 
Holy Baptism  

Profession of Faith  

Thanksgiving at the Font  

Baptism 

Welcome 

Down to the River to Pray  

Sermon  
 
Song/Hymn:  
 
Prayers for All People  

Offering ð The ministry of River of Hope is supported by YOU! Itõs true. How 
will you help support this ministry and what God is doing through us? Stop at 
the Connect Table for Simply Giving forms.  

Offering Song/Hymn:  òSeek Ye Firstó 

Invitation to the Meal - You are welcome at Christõs table.  No matter your 
age, church affiliation.  If you are hungry for grace and mercy that comes 

Worship Outline 
 

 

Worship Outline Continuedé 
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Setting the Table ð Kids of all ages are invited to help set up for communion . 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Words to Bless the Meal  

The Lordõs Prayer 

Invitation to the Meal ð You are welcome at Christõs table.  No matter your age 
or church affiliation.  If you are hungry for grace and mercy that comes from 
Jesus Christ, you are welcome 

Communion Songs/Hymns - òHealer of Our Every Illó and òSanctuaryó 

 
     Bless 

Blessing after Communion  - It is Godõs blessing that we pray for one another 
to go with us and keep us in peace. 

Purpose 

Blessing to Go 

Sending Song/Hymn: òEvery Move I Makeó 

Go in peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God!  

Thanks to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Notes  

You Are Here Clipboards ð Your being in worship is important. Youõre here ð weõre glad. 
Take a minute to fill one out (both sides) even if you attend here every week. Then put it 
in the offering plate later on as it passes by. Prayer requests can be made on the other 
side of the form.  
 
Worship Style  ð We are an intergenerational community. (Thatõs a fancy word for young 
and old.) We sing hymns, we sing songs. We pray ancient words and words that are new 
to us. We actively practice faith during worship. Sometimes itõs beautiful. Sometimes itõs 
awkward. Sometimes itõs both. It always òcountsó as worship. Then we try it again next 
week.  
 
Practice  ð Did you notice kids and teenagers, moms and dads, old and young helping to 
lead worship? We hope so. Participating in worship knows no age limit. Worship is one 
place and just one way we practice being Christians. It helps prepare us for living as 
Christians. Go ahead. Try it. No perfection expected ð just practice.  
 
Exit Strategy  ð Nervous to stand in line and talk to the pastor? Just introverted enough 
that youõd like to slip away? Ok. Slip out a side door. Or scoot behind the line of people 
out the do or. No one will be offended, really. We hope you met someone today, but not 
at risk of your fleeing in fright from too much attention.  
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In Our Prayers  

COMFORT and PEACE:  
Kelzer & Hargreaves Families  at the passing of 
Dad/Grandpa ð Phyllis Lindstrand 
Arnold and M.L. Johansen  as their family mourns their 
passing 
Marlin Meyer  ð friend of Kaj & Meaghan Johansen  
Chris, Sara, Ellie and Issac Wilke , in grief and hope  for 
pregnancy 
All families in transition  
Kelly Fuhrman  ð Weisenbergersõ Friend 
 
HEALING:  
Josh Benson ð Shirley Olsonõs nephew 
Jill Springer  
Harvey  Phyllis Lindstrandõs brother-in-law 
Jean Gray 
Riley ð Melissa Zimmermannõs nephew 
Stacy ð friend of Renee Kotlarz  
Baby Baby Tate ð John Paulsenõs nieceõs newborn 
Frank Goodrich  
Lauren Knorr and Family  
Tim & Anita  
Dee Mora 
Sadie ð Friend of Scott & Renee Kotlarz  
Linda  ð Renee Kotlarzõs co-worker  
Heather Eckstrom  
Ardelle Paulson  
John & Sheila Ortlip  
Laura Junkerõs Dad 
Holly ð Junker Family Friend  
Peg Powers ð Shorter Family Friend 
Uncle Hank  ð Phyllis Lindstrand  
Aunt Beverly -Jill Springer   
Grandma Kathy -Hauser family 
Sara Pollmann and family  
Shirley LaLonde ð Friend of Ruth Hamlow  
Clayton ð Robert Schofields Grandpa 
Amanda Davisõs Father  
Holly  ð Hauserõs Friend 
Nyssa Johnson 
Nic Kempfert  
Deb ð co-worker of Jennifer Hansen  
Laurel Brown  
People who have pain  
Those living with autism  
Kelly Fuhrman  ð Weisenbergersõ Friend 
Sara Shorter  and family  
Aaron, Asten, and Jacob  (Jami Beffertõs Make-a-Wish 
Children) 
Luke  ð friend of the Kropps  
Shirley Crowe  ð friend of Sue Hageman 
Mason & Kevin Hansen ð Kropp family friends  
Les Nelson ð friend of the Kropps  
Tanya Klish ð friend of Kat Scotting  
Lisa Argir  ð friend of Kat Scotting  

 

 
 
FAITH and GUIDANCE:  
First Congregational United Church of Christ  ð as they 
move forward into a new future of redevelopment. We pray 
the Holy Spirit to lead and guide them into new life.  
Eliza Mayhew , in her seminary studies.  
Todd Sudheimer  
The children at the border  
Ebola victims  in West Africa, health workers  
Those sufferi ng with depression, anxiety, mental illness  
Those without  adequate food, housing, or employment  
Cure for cancer  
AA,NA,SA, groups and all  who struggle with addiction and 
strive to live in recovery  
Peace wherever there is war, unrest, violence  
River of Hope continued financial strength and growth   
The women and children  who are victims of human 
trafficking   
The People of the Ukraine , Nigeria , Iraq, Gaza, Israel and 
Palestine   
All who suffer from gun violence  

                                                      
THANKSGIVING and PRAISE: 
Bringing Chad Home Safe From Asia ð Nordquist Family 
Baby Deke out of hospital and home ,  John Paulsenõs 
nieceõs newborn 
Blessing ð that God has blessed us to be a blessing to others 
All those serving in leadership roles  in River of Hope 
House of Grace ð New Mission start in Montrose, Pastor 
Kimberly Buffie  
The skill & knowledge of staff at Childrenõs Hospital  
Amber ð Friend of Ron & Susan 
Changes and Growth at River of Hope  
Visitors to River of Hope  ð that we may  
call them sister or brother                                               
The ELCA support  of River of Hope ð Bishop Jon Anderson, 
Larry Strenge, Linda Pedersen, and for all synod and 
church-wide staff seeking to be part of Godõs work                                                                        
River Team s!  For their inspired and faithful participation in 
leading worship                                                              
For Godõs love for all               
For the work of the Holy Spirit                    

 
 

THANKSGIVINGS RECEIVED IN THE OFFERING PLATE 
Family, Friends, Good Health , Work, Financial Security  
Supportive People  
A Church to Call Home  
Blessings We Have Received 
Second Chances 
Grace 
Continued Faith  
 
 
 
Prayers remain in the weekly for two weeks.  Prayers for healing will 
remain on the list until requested to be removed.  Send updates and 
prayer requests to the RoH Office Administrator at  aweitzman@riverof 
hopehutchinson.org, call (320) 587 -4414, or indicate on a òYou Are Hereó 
clip board.  
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 Invite  
 
Beer & Hymns  
November 25  is our next adventure. Always the last Tuesday of the month 
with the exception of Decemberõs Beer & Carols (Dec 16). Come to Main 
Street Sports Bar and expeience community singing like youõve never 
experienced it. Discover that we are called into all places, even bars, and 
we find God there, already at work.  7pm.  
 

 
Holiday Express ð Trees & Traditions  
When: Saturday, December 6, 2014 
Where: Christ the King Lutheran Church, 1040 South Grade Road 
Time: 9:00am ð 2:00pm 
View decorated trees, table settings, collections, quilts, Country Store, Bake Shoppe, 
train display and silent auction.  There will be musical performances and ref reshments. 
Free-will offering  

 
 
Christmas at Trinity  ð Brunch & Bake Sale & Crafts  
When: Saturday, December 6, 2014 
Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, Grove City  
Time: 9:00am ð 12:00noon 
Brunch - $7 (adults); $3.50 (10 & under); $2 (coffee & roll)  
There will be cookie walk, candies, lefse, ethnic goods, quilts, rugs, and cards.   

 
 

The next Riverpalooza is Sunday,  December 7!   We'll celebrate the 
newest among us and what God has being doing with River of 
Hope.  We'll talk about our financial health and future.  We'll talk about 

where God is calling us.  We'll have brunch and worship.  Sign up to bring a brunch item.  Sign ups 
are at the C onnect Cart. 

 
 

 
 
Please join CRAYO and Crow River Singers as they present Handelõs 
Messiah and other selections at 4pm on Sunday, December 7th at Hutchinson 
High School. Tickets available at the door: $10 Adult, $5 Senior, $5 Student, 
$5 Max per Family (parents and children). Doors open at 3:30pm and free 
refreshments will follow the concert.  
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Feb 28, 2015, 9am -3pm.  Willmar, MN  
I know it seems presumptuous. Early even. But this "Equipping 
Congregations" day is an incredible event.  You don't have to be part of a Table to go to this. 
Attending this day will not automatically sign you up  for duties you never wanted in the first 
place.  INSTEAD, this day will inspire you in your faith and, probably, get you fired up about River 
of Hope. In whatever way you get fired up.  
 
This year, Nadia Bolz-Weber  is the main speaker.  She's what you call  a Big Deal in the Lutheran 
world. She's an incredible Lutheran theologian who happens to have quite a backstory and is 
covered in tattoos. She's really fun to listen to and she tells it like it is, sometimes with swears.  
This event will sell out.  So sta rt making plans now.  Email Anita, the Office Administrator at 
office@riverofhopehutchinson.org  

 
 

Men's Bible Study  
Men of all ages are invited to the bible study that meets from 9 -10 a.m. the second 
and fourth Thursdays of each month at Hardee's meeting room. Join us at any time 
and we will give you a Master Builders Bible for Men. Information: Dave Pedersen at 
320-328-9911 or dlpeders@msn.com. We email regular reminders  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Worship in Advent will be the Messy Mass, brought to us by our 
own Nate Crary. Advent is 4 weeks leading up to Christmas that tell 
us to slow down, wait, and ready ourselves for the birth of Christ.  
Itõs a mess.  Invite a friend who might be surprised to know 
Christians are messy. 
 
 

 

 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve:  Bless This Mess. Christmas 
program and worship all in one fun, meaningful, worshipful 
and joyful night. Caroling, snacks, and crafts begin at 

4pm.  Worship begins at 5pm. Jesus is born into our mess.  Thank God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dlpeders@msn.com
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Connect  
 

Attendance and Offering  
Date: November 16, 2014    November 1 ð 16 Automatic Deposit s: $7,082 
Attendance:      93       
Regular offering:  $1,185    Oct. Total Offerings & Contributions:  $ 12,349 
Childrenõs: $17.82 for House of Grace  Oct. Total Expenses:                    $14,271 
                    
River of Hope has seen its financial health strengthen and grow.  How will you help it  continue  to 
grow? 
 
Give to River of Hope :  Giving your financial resources consistently means quite a lot to the health 
and life of River of Hope.  What can you give?  Each family's faithful consideration of this question 
is important.  Help us plan for the future God is calling us into.  Automati c giving (Simply Giving) is 
a simple yet incredible way to support River of Hope when you're in worship or away for the 
weekend.  Set it up through our website www.riverofhopehutchinson.org  or email River of Hope's 
Treasurer, John Paulsen at jpaulsen@hometownmn.com to get the ball rolling.  
 
 

 
Today is the òComing Togetheró at Common Cup Ministries  biggest fundraiser  
of the year at 3pm  at the High School.  Jim Nelson has chosen the music for 
òComing Together in Song VIIIó.  We hope you will save the date on your calendars 
for this concert.  
 

The next Riverpalooza is Sunday,  December 7!   We'll celebrate the 
newest among us and what God has being doing with River of 
Hope.  We'll talk about our financial health and future.  We'll talk about 

where God is calling us.  We'll have brunch and worship.  Sign up to bring a brunch item.  Sign ups 
are at the Connect Cart . 
 
 
The Connect Cart - your ògo-toó place to find all things  River of Hope and, 
uh, well ð get connected.  Here is a smattering of things youõll find at the 
Connect Table.  

¶ Discipleship Group Signups     

¶ Faith5 Sheets     

¶ Simple Giving Forms & envelopes   

¶ Events Around Hutchinson 

¶ Minutes from table meetings  
 

 

¶ ROH Directory and River Team 
Directory  

¶ Weekly Ministry News 

¶ River of Hope General Information  
 
 

On Line Church Directory is for you. Need a phone number, email address, or home 
address? This is the place to find it. Keep your own information up to date. Use it to 
connect. Go to  https://me.churchmembershiponline.com .  Each individual can login 
using the email address in their individual record  and change their contact 
information .  If you are not in the directory and would like to be , contact the ROH 
Office Administrator: aweitzma n@riverofhopehutchinson.org  or call: 320 -587-4414. 

 

http://www.riverofhopehutchinson.org/
mailto:jpaulsen@hometownmn.com


8 
 

 

Disciple  
Discipleship Groups:  Disciple means learner.  We are life -time learners when it comes to living a 
life of faith.  Be part of an intentional small group, a Discipleship Group, where you'll commit 
to  monthly meetings,  weekly readings, and to reflect on scripture as our story and God's story, 
intersecting.  

All discipleship groups are full.  Donõt let this stop you!  Email Pastor Laura your interest and weõll 
get another group going!  Pastor Lauraõs email is: pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org. 

2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Sara Pollmann  ð FULL 
2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Jim Nelson ð FULL 
2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Ruth Hamlow  ð FULL 
2nd Wednesday/month 6pm ð Group leader ð Jenny Tillmann ð FULL 
2nd Sunday/month 9am ð Group leader ð Chanda Kropp ð FULL 
3rd Sunday/month 9am-Group leader-Beth Gasser ð FULL 
1st Tuesday/month at 7pm ð Group Leader ð Ron Johnson ð FULL 
2nd Tuesday/month at 7pm ð Group Leader ð Keri Thoreson ð FULL 
 

 
Men's Bible Study  
Men of all ages are invited to the bible study that meets from 9 -10 a.m. the 
second and fourth Thursdays of each month at Hardee's. Join us at any time and 
we will give you a Master Builders Bible for Men. Information: Dave Pedersen at 
320-328-9911 or dlpeders@msn.com. We email regular reminders  

 
 
 
 

 
Six-Week Book Studies w/ Pastor Laura: Donõt Keep It To Yourself  

 

Itõs hard to invite people to worship sometimes.  Here is an opportunity to invite a friend or co-
worker to something more casual, meant for questions and conversation. Chances are weõll all be 
changed by our encounter together.  Just as we are called to g o out into the world, part of that is 
invitation.  These 6 -week groups are meant not only for you, River of Hope, but your friends and 
neighbors.     

mailto:dlpeders@msn.com
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An Altar in the Worldó by Barbara Brown 
Taylor  
Mondays @ 7pm ð Place TBD January 5, 
12, 19, 26; Feb 2, 9  
Kick off the new year by diving into a book 
all about spiritual practices. You know, 
like cleaning and blessing sticks.  Taylor 
shows us how to discover altars 
everywhere we go (beyond church worship 
services) and in nearly everything we do as 
we learn to live with purpose, pay 
attention, slow down, and revere the 
world we live in.   Take a deep breath and 
dive into this beauty of a book.  
Lent Book Study: Book TBD: Thursdays: Feb 19, 25; Mar 4, 11, 18, 
25 
 
 
Please consider  donating new or gently used coats,  
Snow pants, and mitten s for Common Cup .  You can 
leave them at the Common Cup office on 2 nd Avenue, 
the Church Outpost, or bring to  worship and Andy 
Koenig will transfer them to where they need to go.    

 
 

Hope Mentors : Be a mentor of hope for a new person 
or family joining River of Hope Take them out for 
coffee or lunch. Become their friend. Love them. 
Introduce them at Riverpalooza , December 7, 2014. Itõs 
a discipleship move. Indicate your interest on the 

Church Connect ion Card.  
 
 
Beer & Hymns  

November 25  is our next adventure. Always 
the last Tuesday of the month with the 
exception of Decemberõs Beer & Carols (Dec 
16). Come to Main Street Sports Bar and 
expeience community singing like youõve never 
experienced it. Discover that we are called into all places, even bars, 
and we find God there, already at work.  7pm.  
 

River Team Schedule  
 
 
November ð Tigris  
River guides: Russ & 
Jeannine Borgendale 
(320) 455-0052 
r_j_borgendale@hotmail.com  

Nancy Jorgenson 
(320) 587-7788 
njjorgenson@me.com 
 
December ð Shenandoah 
River guides: Chris & Lisa 
Kraft (320) 234-7680 
Clkraft123@hotmail.com 
 
January ð Amazon 
River guide: Ruth Hamlow 
(320) 587-5045 
rhamlow@hutchtel.net  
 
February - Jordan  
River guides: Jennifer & 
Brian 
Tillmann: (320) 587 -1007 
tillmann@hutchtel.net  
 
March ð Nile  
River guide: Kris Dobratz 
(320) 234-5985 
dobykro@hutchtel.ne t  
 
April ð Tigris  
River guide: Russ & 
Jeannine Borgendale 
(320) 455-0052 
r_j_borgendale@hotmail.com  

Nancy Jorgenson 
(320) 587-7788 
njjorgenson@me.com 
 
May ð Shenandoah 
River guides: Chris & Lisa 
Kraft (320) 234-7680 
Clkraft123@hotmail.com 
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The Office Is Moving November 30 !  
Weõll head to the old office space for pizza and then weõll 
load up vehicles and heave-ho to our new spot 
downtown.  Canõt help on Sunday? We may need you to help 
clean up the old place on Monday if it didnõt happen on 
Sunday. 
 
Where are we headed? We've found a suite office space downtown. They matched the 
rent we've been paying.  No more hiding out on Hwy 7.  In fact, we'll have to really 
think about what hospitality looks and feels like in our new space that will certainly 
see more foot traffic.  "Hey, we were just downtown and thought we'd stop in to say 
hi."  Perfect.  (We're in the Jorgenson hotel on the corner of M ain and Washington)  In 
the meantime,  we need your boxes.  Drop 'em off at our current location between 
10am-3pm Monday-Friday. 
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Table Ministry  
Do you have a passion for serving through River of Hope?  Do 
you want to be connected to other people from River of 
Hope?  Then you are invited to the table.  Hospitality, 
Financial Stewardship, Worship & Music,  Outreach, Parish 
Personnel,  and Vision are the existing tables.  No need to be 
voted in.  You are invited to the table.  

The commitments you make to serve on a table are 4 -fold:  
1. Scripture .  Read scripture daily. As a leader, you are asked to grow spiritually. It takes practice 
and a grounding in Scripture. You don't have to "know what it all means" - you have to curious 
about the story that tells us who we are as Christian s.  Read and ask yourself, "What intrigues me? 
Confuses me? Comforts me?" 
 
2. Passion.  Only serve on a table where you have a passion for that work.  If you passion fades, 
step away from the table, for your own sake and for the sake of the church.  Table groups do not 
meet just to meet but have a purpose and passion  for meeting.  
 
3. Trust . Trust the other tables to do their work and to make decisions. Ask good questions and 
trust the leaders t o make faithful decisions.  
 
4. Give. Leaders of River of Hope give their time and their consistent financial support.  
 
Each table meets on an as needed basis, please contact the leaders for more information.  
 
Vision Table:   
Pastor Laura Aase    320-587-4414    pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org 
Worship & Music Table:  
Jim Nelson      320-552-9734    music@riverofhopehutchinson.org 
Hospitality Table:  
Jenny Tillmann     320-587-1007    tillmann@hutchtel.net  
Outreach Table:  
Keri Thoreson      320-234-7074    teacup_23@yahoo.com 
Financial Stewardship:  
Ruth Hamlow      320-223-5859    rhamlow@hutchtel.net   
John Paulsen serves as treasurer:     jpaulsen@hometownmn.com 
Parish Personnel Table:   
Brian Pollmann      320-587-2452    brianpollmann@gmail.com 
Youth:  
Ron Johnson is crazy é about youth.  Talk to him if you want to join in the fun.  
Ron Johnson    320-234-6308    ronjohn1950@gmail.com  
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River Conditions  
Reflections and visions for  our life together  in this River of Hope ,  
with love from pastor Laura . 

 
Dear hopeful people,  
 
Another article made the rounds via the interwebs  a week or 2 ago talking 
about faith formation and that kids are more likely to have faith lives that 
matter to them when itõs part of their life at home.  When God is seen as an 

active and important part of daily life in the home is when it sticks, so to speak. 
 
Does this sounds like good news to you? Or are you a parent who reads this and shudders?  Maybe 
you feel like youõre not qualified to be the #1 resource and source of a lived faith for your kid. 
Maybe youõre not familiar with the Bible. Maybe youõre not sure about your own faith life. Maybe 
you werenõt raised that way yourself. 
 
So let me tell you a few things about what you donõt have to worry about when it comes to this 
whole thing.  Being an expert at faith doesnõt exist.  You donõt have to be a Bible expert for this to 
òwork.ó You donõt have to be perfect. You donõt have to have it all figured out.  All of this is bunk. 
You know what matters?  Curiosity about what God could be doing in the world and in your life. 
Openness to questions ð your own and your kidsõ questions.  Openness to not having all the anwers. 
 
Being a Christian isnõt about where you go on Sunday. Itõs about your whole life.  River of Hope and 
I canõt have faith for you .  I am committed to teaching and preaching and equipping you with tools 
and confidence to live this kind of life beyond Sunday -go-to-meetinõ time.  I am confident God is at 
work in each of our lives  and our messing about in it is whatõs called a life of faith. 
 
All this is to say weõre each one of us disciples ð called by Jesus to follow.  And we do, into a life 
time of learning and faith.  So glad to be on this journey with you.  
 
I love you.  
 
  
Pastor Laura 
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Dear Parents of Young Children, 
 
We are so glad that you are here, and that you brought your child(ren) with 

you. As an intergenerational congregation, we think faith is something that is experienced and 
taught through participation. We are so glad you are here, practicing faith together.  
 
A few things for parents to consider during this worship t ime:  
Relax. God put the wiggle in children; donõt feel you have to squash it in worship or appear the 
òperfectó family. That doesnõt exist, silly. Most often, youõre way more worried about the ruckus 
and spectacle than those around you.  
 
We actually think kids can and do help to lead worship.  Anything from ushering to helping set the 
communion table.  There are at least 2 or 3 times during a worship service the kids (of any age) are 
asked to help lead in some way.  Itõs up to them to decide if theyõd like to help.  
 
Here are some helpful things to know about River of Hope if youõre nervous about your kids 
being part of worship.  
Å Children learn behavior by copying you. If you interact with worship, your kids will too. 

Funny enough, we often look to children to  lead us as well.  
Å When the kids are invited to help, it is not required.  Let your child decide.  Or, if it will 

help that you accompany them, come on along!  
Å If total meltdown happens and there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, there is a nursery you 

can flee to or simply take to the halls. You will not be singled out or made to feel bad about 
what has transpired. We will not point and laugh or cast silent judgment. (Weõll most likely 
be breathing a sigh of relief that it wasnõt uséthis time.) 

Å Communion.  Everyone is welcome to receive bread and (non -alcoholic) wine at the table 
regardless of age. Itõs a meal of mercy and grace, not knowledge and worthiness. Itõs up to 
the parents. Simply tell your kids to hold out their hands for bread and weõll help them 
along.  If youõd rather they didnõt, have them fold their hands over their chests so we know. 
If youõd like your kids to talk with Pastor Laura about it, sheõd be happy to visit you at home 
to talk about this important meal.  

Å Activity Bags for kids are avail able at the entrance of the worship space.  
 

To those who are sitting near worshiping parents and children:  
A smile of encouragement or commiseration is always welcome to parents with small, active 
children. For those of you who remember when you were in th is stage of life, your smile and nod 
can communicate a lot. Help each other out.  
 
Worship can and should often sound like life, if not directly reflect it. So the experiences of 
talking, crying, òchurch gigglesó, singing, òsibling interactionsó and general wiggly-ness is also part 
of worship. Weõre glad youõre adding to the fray! 
 
Nursery  Guidelines:  

As we continue to grow into who we are as River of Hopers, we learn what works and where 

improvement is needed. In an effort to demonstrate the greatest care and love for children, the 

following guidelines will be followed for the nursery.    

 

1. There will be at least 1 adult in the nursery at all times.  



14 
 

2. Children must be signed in and out by a parent (or older responsible sibling) with a cell 

phone number provided.  

3. If a child needs to use the restroom or simply wants to be with their parent, the parent will 

be texted to come get their child.  

4. Children will not be allowed to leave the room without being signed out by a parent (or 

older responsible sibling).  

5. The parent and caregiver should both be aware that separation anxiety does occur and is 

acceptable. Parents be assured ð we will reach out to you if and when we need your help in 

the best care for you child.  
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1 All Saints Day

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 10am Staff Meeting 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 Notes:

 

Advent 1 Nancy  Jorgenson

Mov ing Day Russ & Jeannine Borgendale

 River Guides:

 

10:30am Worship Team Tigris

3pm Common Cup Concert Main Street Sports Bar   Pastor Laura Day  Off

 

 7pm Beer & Hymns     

     

 

(Joe Rettmann Baptism) McCormicks      

10:30am Worship 10am Staff Meeting   Thanksgiv ing Office ClosedOffice Closed

 

 El Loro  Planning Mtg - Sonora's Zell's Pastor Laura Day  Off  

 6:30 Out Reach Table Mtg 6:30pm WAM/Christmas Eve7pm Book Study  - Overrated 

10:30am Worship Squeaky 's Grill    

Beth Gasser - Leader 4pm Vision Table  Project - Harmony  River Outpost

 

9am Discipleship Group Mad Cake  6pm We Go Out Serv ice 4:30 Parish Personnel Mtg

  Keri Thoreson - Leader Jenny  Tillman - Leader Zella's Pastor Laura Day  Off

 

  7pm Discipleship Group Ruth Hamlow - Leader 7pm Book Study  - Overrated  

10:30 Worship  Jim Nelson - Leader  

 

Chanda Kropp-Leader Hutch Café Hometown Realty 6pm Discipleship Groups Hardee's Meeting Room   

9am Discipleship Group 10am Staff Meeting 6pm Financial Stewarship 9-10am Men's Bible Study 

 

  Ron Johnson - Leader  Zella's Pastor Laura Day  Off  

  7pm Discipleship Group  7pm Book Study  - Overrated 

 

  6pm Confirmation    

10:30 Worship  Outpost/Zellas    

 

10th Grade Confirmation 10am Staff Meeting     

Events Center

 

10am - Noon

Confirmation/Mentor Brunch

~ November 2014 ~ Dec 2014 Ʒ

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 Notes:

     

     

    Chris & Lisa Kraft

    River Guides:

10:30am Worship 10am Staff Meeting   Team Shenandoah

 

       

10:30am Worship      

 

       

Beth Gasser - Leader   Mess Hardee's Meeting Room  

 

9am Discipleship Group 10am Staff Meeting  Christmas Eve:Bless This9am Men's Bible Study   

      

 

10:30am Worship  Main Street Sports Bar     

  7pm Beer & Carols    

 

Chanda Kropp - Leader       

9am Discipleship Group 10am Staff Meeting     

 

  Keri Thoreson - Leader Sara Pollman - Leader Tokyo Grill   

  7pm Discipleship Group Ruth Hamlow - Leader 6:45pm Vision Table  

 

   Jim Nelson - Leader    

10:30am Worship   Jenny  Tillmann - Leader Hardee's Meeting Room  

 

RIVERPALOOZA 10am Staff Meeting  6pm Discipleship Groups 9am Men's Bible Study   

 Ron Johnson - Leader    

 

 7pm Discipleship Group     

     

 

      

10am Staff Meeting     

~ December 2014 ~
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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We are the ELCA church in town. We are a purposely 

intergenerational community who is following Jesus 

out of the building and into the world where we live.  

We are learners (disciples) and practice -ers. Worship 

is a safe place to practice a dangerous gospel.  And, 

believe us, it takes practice. Your questions, critical 

thinking, doubts and imperfect lives are welcome 

here. In fact, no matter your status in society 

(divorced, never-been-to-church, gay, straight, old, 

young, cranky, liberal, conservative, questioning, 

recovering, allergic -to-church, snarky) youõll be 

welcomed here.  Then youõll be sent out, to live your 

life, transformed by Jesus Christ.  And we believe, 

through the love of Jesus, youõll help to 

transform other lives.  
 

River of Hope Lutheran Church  

IF YOU KEEP UP WITH BRANDS,  THEN 

YOU SHOULD KNOW WE ARE PART OF 

THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN AMERICA (ELCA).  

WEõRE PRETTY PLEASED ABOUT THIS.  

Our purpose as a church:   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  

Our Guiding Principles:  

(Disciple = learner)  

God is God and we are not.  

We are called to grow together as disciples: to forgive, to teach, to love.  

Disciples are inspired by the Holy Spirit to take risks.  

Disciples seek Godõs justice. 

Disciples serve with no strings attached.  

Disciples invite and welcome throu gh loving acceptance. 

We meet you where you are.  


