
1 

   

Weekly Ministry News  

You are here ð you are welcome.  
 

Where everybody knows your name?  We all wear 
name tags each week ð not just the visitors.  Even 
when we think we know everyone around us, itõs 
often not true.  This is our awkwardly friendly way 
to help us remember to stick out our hand, say 
hello, and practice the welcome we say we do.  
 

Come as you are. Seriously. Donõt have the òrightò clothes? Just finished 
putting those seeds in the ground  or mowed the lawn?  Great.  Just come to 
worship.  God loves you for who you are, not what you wear.  
 
We like kids. See page 11 of this document to get the full scoop.  
 
Nursery care is available during worship.  Itõs located just outside the 
worship area. Look for the sign and the nice people.  
 
Bathrooms and coatrooms. Located just outside the worship area.  
 
Projection. The worship service responses, readings, songs, and prayers will 
be projected on the wall.  You can find an outline for the worship on page 2 
of this Weekly.  It will explain why we do what we do.  
 
The yellow FAITH5 sheet. Just one way to talk 
with your fa mily about God each and every day.  
Youõre invited to take this home and practice. 
 

Communion  ð Everyone is welcome ð without 
exception. Ushers will invite you forward. 
Receive the bread into your open hand and then 
dip the bread in to the non-alcoholic win e. 
Children are welcome to commune or  receive a 
blessing ð weõll leave that decision up to you.  

May 11, 2 014 

Welcome 101   

Outpost (Office)   Worship  

10:30am 

Hutchinson Event Center 

1005 Hwy 15 S. Plaza 15 

300 Hwy 7 W 

Hutchinson, MN 55350 

320-587-4414 

RoH Cell: 320-583-8005 

Staff 
Laura Aase, Pastor & Mission Developer 

   pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Jim Nelson, Worship & Music Curator 

   music@riverofhopehutchinson.org 

Anita Weitzman, Office Admin.  

   office@riverofhopehutchinson.org  

 

On behalf of all of River of 

Hope, I say hello and 

welcome. However you got 

to worship today, Iõm glad 

youõre here. We work pretty 

hard for this not to feel like 

a club where you have to 

figure out t he secret 

handshake. I hope your 

experience includes a warm 

welcome.  

My prayer is youõll find 

worship engaging, 

challenging and comforting. 

We gather to practice a 

dangerous gospel in a safe 

place.  We believe Jesus 

Christ is powerful enough to 

change lives. Even yours. 

Even mine. 

Welcome from 

Pastor Laura  
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There is a rhythm and shape to worship.  We shape ours around the FAITH5 
practice: Share, Read, Talk, Pray, and Bless.  5 elements to practicing faith.  
Worship is the perfect space and time to practice faith.  

SHARE 

Gathering Songs/Hymns òHere I am to Worshipó and òHow Great is Our Godó 

Welcome & Orientation   

No Longer Strangers Prayer  - We pray this prayer believing that Jesus comes to 
us in people we do not know well or at all.  We pray for our eyes to be open ed to 
see Jesus in all those around us. 

Meet Someone New  ð òShare a high and low.ó If youõre visiting, stay right 
where you are. Itõs the responsibility of those who feel comfortable at River of 
Hope to come and find you. The point is to talk to someone yo u might not know well 
or at all.  It might feel a little awkward. Thatõs ok. 

Greeting - Why do we greet in the name of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit? It 
reminds us who we are, who we worship, who we are following, and how we want to 
live.  (Because we te nd to forget.)  

READ 

Song/Hymn:  Sing òHalle, Halle, Hallelujahó before and after the reading. 

Scripture Reading : Act 16: 29-31 

Childrenõs Time ð  

Playing in the Word -  

TALK 

Sermon 

Nicene Creed           

Offering - When people gather together, there is a cost.  Your offering goes to pay 
staff and to reach out in the name of Jesus Christ to Hutchinson and far beyond.  
We need your faithful giving to live out our purpose.  

Offering Song/Hymn: òTake My Life, That I May Beó 

Setting the Table - Kids of all ages are invited to help set up for  communion. 

 

Worship Outline 
 

Worship Outline Continuedé 
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Worship Notes  

You Are Here Clipboards ð Your being in worship is important. Youõre here ð weõre glad. Take 
a minute to fill one out (both sides) even if you attend here every week. Then put it in the 
offering plate later on as it passes by. Prayer requests can be made o n the other side of the 
form.  
 
Worship Style  ð We are an intergenerational community. (Thatõs a fancy word for young and 
old.) We sing hymns, we sing songs. We pray ancient words and words that are new to us. We 
actively practice faith during worship. Some times itõs beautiful. Sometimes itõs awkward. 
Sometimes itõs both. It always òcountsó as worship. Then we try it again next week.  
 
Practice  ð Did you notice kids and teenagers, moms and dads, old and young helping to lead 
worship? We hope so. Participating in worship knows no age limit. Worship is one place and 
just one way we practice being Christians. It helps prepare us for living as Chris tians. Go 
ahead. Try it. No perfection expected ð just practice.  
 
Exit Strategy  ð Nervous to stand in line and talk to the pastor? Just introverted enough that 
youõd like to slip away? Ok. Slip out a side door. Or scoot behind the line of people out the 
door. No one will be offended, really. We hope you met someone today, but not at risk of 

your fleeing in fright from too much attention.  
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Confession and Forgiveness  - We believe that God, through Jesus Christ, forgives  
our sins.  All of ôem.  We believe God does not define us by sin but rejoices in 
forg iving them.  All of them.  There is power in confessing together, in community.  
There is power in silent confession.  We are forgiven and then we come to the table 
as an important way for us to taste and see that we are forgiven.  

Invitation to the Meal - You are welcome at Christõs table.  No matter your age, 
church affi liation.  If you are hungry for grace and mercy that comes from Jesus 
Christ, you are welcome.  

     Pray 

Communion Songs/Hymns ð òWorthy is The Lambó and òWe are Calledó 

     Bless 

Blessing after Communion - Sometimes Pastor Laura blesses the community.  
Sometimes we all participate in the blessing.  It is Godõs blessing that we pray for 
one another to go with us and keep us in peace.  

Sending Song/Hymn ð òMighty is Our God 
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In Our Prayers 
COMFORT and PEACE:  
All families in transition  
Art Hageman  
Mary Jane Minnig  ð cousin of Andy Koenig 
Great Uncle Bob ð Junker Family 
Those mourning the loss of a pet  
 
HEALING:  
Aunt Beverly -Jill Springer  
Grandma Kathy -Hauser family 
Sara Pollmann  and family  
Margie ð Phyllis Lindstrandõs sister-in-law 
Andy and Arnie Koenig  
Shirley LaLonde ð Friend of Ruth Hamlow  
Clayton ð Robert Schofields Grandpa 
David Hove ð Friend of Sara Shorterõs  
Scott and Tracy ð Friends of Leah Seifert 
Nancy and Dale Redetzke  
Grandpa Darryl  ð Vilt Family  
Jan Schaefer  
Amanda Davisõs Father  
Luke Nelson  ð Nick Nelsonõs Nephew 
Holly  ð Hauserõs Friend 
Chee Chee Halvorson ð Kristi Hoffmanõs mom 
Nyssa Johnson 
Agnes Searle ð grandma of the Kropps 
Grandpa Tom  ð Vilt  Family 
Nic Kempfert  
Deb ð co-worker of Jennifer Hansen  
Laurel Brown  
People who have pain  
Heather Wald Family  ð Jimõs Nelsonõs niece 
Harvey  - Phyllis Lindstrandõs Brother-in-law 
Nancy Jorgenson  
Those living with autism  
Kelly Fuhrman  ð Weisenbergers 
Sara Shorter  and family  
Harrison Sellenrick  
Aaron, Asten, and Jacob  (Jami Beffertõs Make-a-Wish 
Children) 
 

 

Luke  ð friend of the Kropps  
Shirley Crowe  ð friend of Sue Hageman 
Mason & Kevin Hansen ð Kropp family friends  
Nancy Murphy  ð friend of Peggy Sudheimer 
Tanya Klish  ð friend of Kat Scotting  
Lisa Argir  ð friend of Kat Scotting  
Les Nelson ð friend of the Kropps  
Bob Parish ð friend of Pastor Laura  
Troy  ð Son of Phyllis Lindstrand 
 
FAITH and GUIDANCE:  
For those who bravely serve our country  
Those suffering  with depression, anxiety, mental illness  
Beer and Hymns  
Those without  adequate food, housing, or employment  
Cure for cancer  
Those that have legal issues and need a reminder that 
you are with  them 
AA,NA,SA, groups and all  who struggle with addiction 
and strive to live in recovery  
Peace wherever there is war, unrest, violence  
ROH financial health  
 
THANKSGIVING and PRAISE: 
Andrew Paulsen  ð Graduating from UMD in May and 
starting a new job in June  
Heather Eckstrom  
Anita Weitzman ð The new Office Administrator  
Changes and Growth at River of Hope  
Visitors to River of Hope  ð that we may  
call them sister or brother  
The ELCA support  of River of Hope ð Bishop Jon 
Anderson, Larry Strenge, Linda Pedersen, and for all 
synod and church-wide staff seeking to be part of Godõs 
work 
River Team!  For your inspired and faithful participation 
in leading worship  
Those responding to the call for financial help  
 

For the Promise of Easter !  

Prayers remain in the weekly for two weeks . Prayers for healing will 
remain on the list until requested to be remove d. Send updates and 

prayer request s to the RoH Office Administrator  at 
office@riverofhopehutchinson.org  , call (320) -587-4414, or indicate 

on a You Are Here clip board. 
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Connect 
Give to River of Hope :  Do you like River of Hope?  Is 
this a place you call your church home?  Great!  How do 
you or will you support River of Hope financially when 
you attend worship or when you donõt?  Go to the River 
of Hope website (riverofhopehutchinson.org) and click 
on ògiveó and you can set up automatic giving!  So no 
matter you Sunday plans, you are supporting this church well into the future.  Thanks for making a plan to 
see River of Hope well into the future.  

Lunch After Worship  ð Squeakyõs 
 
On Line Church Directory is for you. Need a phone number, email address, or home address? This 
is the place to find it.  Keep your own information up to  date and add a picture. Use it to connect. 
Go to:  (http://me.churchmembershiponline.com ) and enter your email address. A password will be 
sent to your email for church membership online. Once you have your password pleasecheck out 
the program and update your household profile. [If you are  not in the direct ory and would like to 
be contact the ROH Office Administrator: office@riverofhopehutchinson.org  or call: 320 -587-4414. 
 
Celebrate Life  - Youõre invited to bring a plant or floral arrangment to liven up the alter to 
celebrate anything in your lives.  Celebrate tags will be available for those who wish to share the 
reason to celebrate.  Donõt forget to take your arrangment home after worship! 
 
Meals on Wheels - River of Hope supplies drivers for Meals on Wheels 2 days a month. Can we add 
your name to the list of available drivers?   Meal recipients are always glad to get a warm meal and 
the volunteer time is usually less than an hour.   Leave your name with Sandy Tracy at 320-275-
2732, tracy@tracyme.com  I am now scheduling drivers May through August.  Individual training 
included!  
 

 

Sunday May 11 th              10:30am Worship  
     

Sunday May 18 th          10:30am Worship  
 
May Worship River Teams:  Crow 

River Guides: Renee Kotlarz 

See full calendar on the back! 

  

Attendance and Offering  
Date: May 4, 2014 
Attendance:  88 
Childrenõs Offering: $ 14.68 
General Offering:     $ 1270.00 
Automatic Deposit:   $3835.00 
 
April Expenses:  $ 20,339 
April Offerings:  $  13,929 

  

This Week on the River  

http://me.churchmembershiponline.com/
mailto:office@riverofhopehutchinson.org
mailto:tracy@tracyme.com
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òMembershipó òDiscipleshipó ð We like the word òparticipantó and 
òdiscipleó (which means learner) more than member. Call it what you 
like, if you feel like River of Hope is home, then we want to help yo u 
feel at home.  
Welcome Home 101 Orientation  is just what youõre looking for to 
feel even more at home here. òChurchó and òLutheranó are the main 
topics for discussion and questions at the orientation. Offered  before 
our quart erly Riverpalooza (Next Date for class:August 24th), plan for 
a plunge into what it means to be part of River of Hope. Sign up by 
emailing Pastor Laura or the Church Office. Weõll welcome you with 
food and clapping at the quart erly Riverpalooz a and in worship that 
same day. 
 
Hope Mentors : Have you been part of River of Hope since the 
beginning? Or for a while? Be a mentor of hope for a new person or 
family joining River of Hope. Come to the Welcome Home 101  
Orientation with them. Take them out for coffee or lunch. Become 
their frie nd. Love them. Itõs a discipleship move. Indicate your 
interest on a You Are Here clip board .  
 

 

Small Groups 
 
òriverKIDSó ð This is a great chance for kids 1st-6th grade to be part of a 
choir. Practice, will be at 7:20pm on May 14th  at the HEC.  riverKIDS will sing 
during worship on Sunday May 11th!  Contact Person: Jim Nelson (320)552-
9734.  
 
Eat, Pray, Read  ð Womenõs Book Club. Weõre going to fire up again by 
jumping on The Orphan Train by Kristina Baker Kline. It is the book selected 
to be the Hutchinson Community read this month. The next meeting is TBD, 
please contact Terry Kempfert for more information.  Come join us! 
 
Menõs Bible Study ð 2nd and 4th Thursday each month, 9am @Hardeeõs. It 
dosenõt matter if youõve never opened the Bible ð come to this group with 
an open mind and open questions and youõll fit right in. No experience is 
necessary. This was the first bible study for many men last year and they 
were all eager to return. Qu estions? Dave is at dlpeders@msn.com and 320-
328-9911. 
 

River Life is practice .  It has 

no age limit on either end of 

the spectrum.  River Life 

invites you to practice faith 

with one another ð with 

people your own age and 

people of other generations. 

Itõs how life is, after all. 

River Life includes:  

¶ Worship  

¶ Playing in the Word 

(ages 3-K do an 

activity during the 

sermon.) 

¶ We Go Out ð 

Monthly services 

project 

opportunities  

¶ FAITH5 COMMUNITY 

NIGHT ð 2ND Wed. of 

each month. Enjoy a 

meal and 

intergenerational 

community time led 

by Pastor Laura. 

¶ Confirmation - 

involves kids and 

adult mentors. See 

separate schedule. 

¶ Small Groups 

¶ Your every day life  

River Life!  
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River Sisters Bible Study  ð The group meets in the lower level of Harmony 
River Living Center the third Thursday of each month at 10am . Join this 
intergenerational group of women composed of River of Hope members 
who òadoptó a resident of Harmony River. Our òadoptionó means we help 
residents by giving them wheel chair rides from their room, to the Bible 
study. We may help with other smal l things as expressed by the resident. 
Together we read scripture and share our experiences and wisdom across 
the generations. Contact Pastor Ane K Fitzgerald, 320 -484-6009 
afitzgerald@preshomes.org . 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  ð Prayer Shawl Ministry has created a facebook 
group. Please let Renee Kotlarz know if you'd like to be added to our 
virtual Prayer Shawl Ministry group. We have had several attempts at 
meeting in person and have not had many attendees.   We thought we 
could try this. Don't know how to knit or crochet but would like to l earn? 
Let us know and we'll set  up a meeting!!! Have shawls completed that you 
would like to donate? Know someone who could use a prayer shawl?  Just 
let us know.   If you do not have facebook, you can email Renee at 
rkotlarz@yahoo.com or call 320-234-6847. 

 
  

 

We Go Out 
Beer and Hymns ð Exactly what it says. Come hang out with River of Hope 
the last Tuesday of every month at Main Street Sports bar for a drink of 
your choice and singing. The next one is May 27th at 7pm.  Everyone is 
welcome.  

We Go Out ð We Go Out is an opportunity once a month for the River of 
Hope community to be out in the community maki ng a differenc e.    

 

                     What Pastor Laura is reading  

 Stitches: A Handbook on Meaning, Hope and Repair by Anne Lamott 
 
I got to see and hear Anne Lamott speak when I attended the 
Festival of Faith and Writing in Grand Rapids, Michigan last 
month.   She is an incredible writer with a view on life and faith that 
gets things pretty blurred up.   She's been through one mess of a life 
and says, "We live stitch by stitch, when we're lucky."   It's a fast 
read, but I found myself slowing down and underlining all the w ays 
that she speaks about life in the midst of tragedy.   There's Gospel all 
through this book.   It'll be a go -to book for me when I am left 
wordlessly adrift in the face of tragedy . 

 

 

 

River  Team Schedule  
 
April ð Shenandoah 
River Guide: Chris and Lisa 
Kraft  
(320)-583-4434 
clkraft123@hotmail.com  
 
May ð Crow 
River Guide: Renee Kotlarz 
(320)-234-6847 
rkotlarz@yahoo.com 
 
June ð Jordan/Nile  
River Guide: Tillmann/Dobratz  
Tillmann: (320) -296-0821 
tillmann@hutchtel.net  
Dobratz: (320)-583-2149 
dobykro@hutchtel.net  
 
July ð Tigris/Shenandoah  
River Guide: Pollmann/Kraft  
Pollmann: (320)-583-4281 
sarapollmann@gmail.com 
Kraft: (320)-583-4434 
clkraft123@hotmail.com  
 
August ð Crow/Amazon  
River Guide: 
Hamlow/Lindstrand  
Hamlow: (320)-223-5859 
rhamlow@hutchtel.net  
Lindstrand: (612) -559-3307 
palindstrand@gmail.com 
 
September ð Jordan  
River Guide: Brian & Jennifer 
Tillman : (320)-296-0821 
tillmann@hutchtel.net  
 
October ð Nile  
Riverguide: Kris Dobratz 
(320)-583-2149 

dobykro@hutchtel.net  

mailto:rkotlarz@yahoo.com
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Table Ministry 
Do you have a passion for serving through River of Hope?  Do you want to be connected to other people from 
River of Hope?  Then you are invited to the table.  Hospitality, Financial Stewardship, Worship & 
Music, Outreach, Parish Personnel, and Vision are the existing tables.  No need to be voted in.  You are 
invited to the table. 
 
The commitments you make to serve on a table are 4-fold: 
1. Scripture. Read scripture daily. You don't have to "know what it all 
means" - you have to curious about the story that tells us who we are 
as Christians.  Read and ask yourself, "What intrigues me? Confuses 
me? Comforts me?" 
2. Passion.  Only serve on a table where you have a passion for that 
work.  If you passion fades, step away from the table, for your own 
sake and for the sake of the church.  Table groups do not meet just to meet but have a purpose and 
passion for meeting. 
3. Trust. Trust the other tables to do their work and to make decisions. Ask good questions and trust the 
leaders to make faithful decisions. 
4. Give. Leaders of River of Hope give their time and their consistent financial support. 
 
Each table meets on an as needed basis, please contact the leaders for more information. 
 
Vision Table:   
Pastor Laura Aase    587-4414    pastor@riverofhopehutchinson.org 
Worship & Music Table:  
Jim Nelson       320-552-9734    music@riverofhopehutchinson.org 
Hospitality Table:  
Jenny Tillmann     320-296-0821    tillmann@hutchtel.net 
Outreach Table:  
Keri Thoreson      234-7074    teacup_23@yahoo.com 
Financial Stewardship:  
Ruth Hamlow      320-223-5859    rhamlow@hutchtel.net   
(John Paulsen serves as treasurer: jpaulsen@hometownmn.com) 
Parish Personnel Table:  
Brian Pollmann      587-2452    brianpollmann@gmail.com 
Youth: 
wƻƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ϧ 9ƭƛȊŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅΧŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ  Talk to them if you want to join in the fun.  
Ron Johnson    320-234-6308    ronjohn1950@gmail.com  
Eliza Johnson   763-234-4399    eliza.r.johnson@gmail.com 
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River Conditions  ð Letter From Pastor Laura  

 

It's been our story all along.   As a Mission Congregation and a Congregation Under Development, 
we've been receivers of gifts of money in our 4 years together.   We will continue to see gifts given 
to us out of the generosity of friends and strangers; in the church world and outside of it.  
 
We've always seen a gap in what we bring in fin ancially and what goes out.   The gap looks and is 
wider now that the grant we received from the ELCA for 3 years has stopped.   We've asked in 
letters and announcements. We've called special meetings and made a video.   Reports and power 
points, paper and vo ice.  
 
It's time for River of Hope to support itself financially.   It's past time, actually.   We're not in a 
crisis, but in a few months we will be.   It's the spot that all mission congregations face.   Pastor 
Larry Strenge and Bishop Jon Anderson both know this is one of those galvinizing moments for a 
mission church to get it's financial feet under itself.  
 
We'll give you some concrete numbers to chew on in worship today and next week and at 
Riverpalooza in a few weeks.  
 
I really love doing this - being the  pastor and mission developer for River of Hope.   I think you love 
it too.   I've seen your love and generosity demonstrated in countless ways.  
 
Will you help River of Hope, the only ELCA church in Hutchinson, have a future?   Will you 
consistently support t his ministry?  I am asking you to help. How can you help? 
 
I am confident we can do this.    
 
In faith, hope, and love,  
 
Pastor Laura  
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Prayer  For  Motherõs  Day 

 

rise, then, women of this day! Arise all women who have hearts, Οwhether our baptism be that of 

water or of tears!  
 
For those who ache to be moms but are not.  For moms who struggle with the unrealistic 
expectations they put on themselves to be perfect or even good.  For moms who have failed 
miserably, this too shall pass. We pray for moms  who have lost children either to death or to life.  
We pray for moms who mourn and those who are joyful.  We pray for moms weõve known and lost, 
either to death or to life.  
 
For step moms and surrogate moms. For moms who foster kids. For moms who adopt ki ds. For 
moms who we are related to by blood and for moms who are just in us, part of us, pumping in our 
own blood.  For neighborhood moms and moms who take in strays; for our best friendõs mom; for 
the stranger who showed the love of a mom. For grandmas an d great grandmas who, we are 
certain, have a direct line to you, God. For moms who work at home and at work. For moms who 
parent from far away. For moms who are sick. For single moms and divorced moms and remarried 
moms. 
 
God, you gave us the gift of relat ionship, of family, of being and loving moms.  Thank you, God, for 
love shown through years and stories; living and loving; hard work, honest sweat, sweet tears. 
Thank you, God, for this, the most thankless but the richest role of being a mom. For the life time 
of stories we have of love and loss and life with moms of all kinds. Give all moms an extra dose of 
patience; send strangers their way to help them in the grocery store, in airport security, in the 
bleachers.  
 
Remind us that you, God, mothers us like  a mother hen; you were born from a mother, and you are 
our heavenly mother.  
 
In your name we pray.  Amen 
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Dear Parents of Young Children, 
 
We are so glad that you are here, and that you brought your children with you. As an 
intergenerational congregati on, we think faith is something that is experienced and taught through 
participation. We are so glad you are here, practicing faith together.  
 
A few things for parents to consider during this worship time:  
Relax. God put the wiggle in children; donõt feel you have to squash it in worship or appear the 
òperfectó family. That doesnõt exist, silly. Most often, youõre way more worried about the ruckus 
and spectacle than those around you.  

 
Look for these kids in the bulletin ð they tell you we need kids to help  lead that part 
in worship. (This is up to the kids to decide; but please tell them about it and feel 

free to accompany them too.)  
Å It can be helpful to sit toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear.  
Å Our community tends to gravitate to the front ð you wonõt be the only one. Sing hymns and 

songs loudly, pray, and voice the responses with enthusiasm. Children learn behavior by 
copying you. If you interact with worship, your kids will too.  

Å óPlaying in the Wordó is for ages 3-K and begins at the front of the worship space and then 
continues in a room in the building for the duration of the sermon. They come ba ck right 
after the sermon.  

Å If total meltdown happens and there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, there is a nursery or 
simply take t o the halls. You will not be singled out or made to feel bad about what has 
transpired. We will not point and laugh or cast silent judgment. (Weõll most likely be 
breathing a sigh of relief that it wasnõt uséthis time.) 

Å Communion.  Everyone is welcome to receive bread and (non-alcoholic) wine at the table 
regardless of age. Itõs a meal of mercy and grace, not knowledge and worthiness. Itõs up to 
the parents. Simply tell your kids to hold out their hands for bread and weõll help them 
along.  If youõd rather they didnõt, have them fold their hands over their chests so we know. 
If youõd like your kids to talk with Pastor Laura about it, sheõd be happy to visit you at home 
to talk about this important meal.  

Å Activity Bags for kids are available at the entrance of  the worship space.  
 

To those who are sitting near worshiping parents and children:  
A smile of encouragement or commiseration is always welcome to parents with small, active 
children. For those of you who remember when you were in this stage of life, your smile and nod 
can communicate a lot.  Help each other out.  
 
Worship can and should often sound like life, if not directly reflect it. So the experiences of 
talking, crying, òchurch gigglesó, singing, òsibling interactionsó and general wiggly-ness is also part 
of worship. Weõre glad youõre adding to the fray! 
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1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00am Staff MeetingStaff Meeting

       

      

 

 

              DAY Main Street Sports Bar   

   

  

10:30 am  Worship CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL

7:00 pm Beer and Hymns

  

 

7:00 pm River Kids

 

 

           Aztec Grill      

 7:00pm Vision Table     

 

    9:00 am  Men's Bible Study  

Riverpalooza         Mad Cake  6:00pm 9th grade         1st Call Meeting  

 

10:30 am  Worship 10:00 am Staff Meeting   9:00am Pastor Laura   

      

 

       

      

 

              Country  Kitchen  7:20 pm River Kids 10:00 am River Sisters   

10:30 am  Worship 10:00 am Staff Meeting  6:00 pm Faith 5 Night  

 

    Hometown Realty   

    4:00pm Financial Stewardship 

 

              Culvers  7:00 pm River Kids    

 10:00 am Staff Meeting  6pm Canoe Trip Info. Meeting  

 

10:30 am  Worship  6:30 pm  WAM Sonora's 6:00 pm Confirmation 9:00 am  Men's Bible Study  

  

 

   

  

 

  

 

ƹ Apr 2014 ~ May 2014 ~ Jun 2014 Ʒ

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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We Go OutȣÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ 
Mark your calendars, sign up to reach out! 

June 
12th: hand out root beer floats on the shore of the Crow River during the boat 
parade. 
15th: Grande Day Parade  
18th: Beer & Hymns at Crow River Country Club (outside!) 
 
July 
23rd: Wild Wednesday @ Rotary Park 
28th: Root beer & Hymns in the Park 
18th: Saturday the 19th: River Song 
 
August 
13th-17th McLeod County Fair 
20thΥ ²ƛƭŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ Ϫ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ tŀǊƪ 
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We are the ELCA church in town. We are a purposely 

intergenerational community who is following Jesus 

out of the building and into the world where we live.  

We are learners (disciples) and practice -ers. Worship 

is a safe place to practice a dangerous gospel.  And, 

believe us, it ta kes practice. Your questions, critical 

thinking, doubts and imperfect lives are welcome 

here. In fact, no matter your status in society 

(divorced, never -been-to-church, gay, straight, old, 

young, cranky, liberal, conservative, questioning, 

recovering, alle rgic-to-church, snarky) youõll be 

welcomed here.  Then youõll be sent out, to live your 

life, transformed by Jesus Christ.  And we believe, 

through the love of Jesus, youõll help to 

transform other lives.  

 

River of Hope Lutheran Church  

If you keep up with brands, then 
you should know we are part of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA).  

Weõre pretty pleased about this.  

Our purpose as a church:   

We go out to transform lives through Jesus Christ.  

 

Our Guiding Principles:  

(Disciple = learner)  

God is God and we are not.  

We are called to grow together as disciples: to forgive, to teach, to love.  

Disciples are inspired by the Holy Spirit to take risks.  

Disciples seek Godõs justice. 

Disciples serve with no strings attached.  

Disciples invite and welcome through loving acceptance.  

We meet you where you are.  


