
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñ[Saul] fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, óSaul, Saul, why do you persecute me?ô  He asked, 

óWho are you, Lord?ô The reply came, óI am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.   

But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.ôò 

 

Acts 9:4-6 
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Share 
 

 

 

Music t o Prepare Us f or Worship  

 

Gathering Song s- òAll Are Welcomeó on page 3  and òJust a Closer Walk With 

Theeó on page 4.   
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Welcome, Worship Orientation 101, You Are Here Clipboards  

 

River of Hope Financial Update  
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No Longer Strangers Prayer  
Miraculous God, 
You come to us in the strangest ways: in the body of a newborn; in a body on the cross. Now you come to 
us risen from the dead, and you tell us to look for you everywhere. Continue to show up in our lives in the 
most unexpected ways.  In the complete stranger. Help us to see you and to love you.  Amen. 

 

Meet Someone New  
Share a high and a low about being alive this week. 

 

Greetings of grace through  God,  Jesus Christ, & the Holy Spirit  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Reader: Our story and Godôs story continues today, in a reading from Acts chapter 9, versus 1-19. 

 

 

Read 
 
 ***Sing òHalle, Halle, Hallelujahó on page ð before and after the reading***  
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Reading the Word  
Note to reader(s):  Youôre only one of a few people who have a bulletin in their hand.  Before you introduce the 

reading, please be sure to tell the congregation what is coming.  For example:  ñPlease join in reading the bold 

parts from todayôs scripture reading.ò  Or, if the reading is divided up according to sides, take time to do that 

and to explain what their part is called, like ñside 1ò or ñJesusò or whatever. 

 
Readers: Reader, Jesus, Saul, Ananias 

 

Reader: Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and 

asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 

 

Jesus: Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? 

 

Reader: He asked, 

 

Saul: Who are you, Lord? 

 

Reader: The reply came, 

 

Jesus: I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.  

 

Reader: The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up 

from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 

Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named 

Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 

 

Jesus: Ananias. 

 

Reader: He answered, 

 

Ananias: Here I am, Lord. 

 

Reader: The Lord said to him, 

 

Jesus: Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 

moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 

might regain his sight. 

 

Reader: But Ananias answered, 

 

Ananias: Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here 

he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name. 

 

Reader: But the Lord said to him, 

 

ALL : Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the 

people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name. 

 

Reader: So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 

 

Ananias: Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Pronunciation Guide: 
Damascus: da-MASS-kus 
Ananias: an-a-NY-us 
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Reader: And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 

baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  

 

Our story and Godôs story, to be continued. 

 

Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

  

 

 

Childrenõs Time   

 

Playing in the Word  

 

Sermon  

 

Apostleõs Creed - Video  

 

Offering  
If you like River of Hope and want it to be around for a long, long time, please consider giving consistently to this 
ministry.  Set up automatic giving on our website.  Click ògiveó and go from there. 
 

Offering Song  ð òTake My Life, That I May Be ó on page  8. 
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Setting the Table  
As the kids help set the table, they make a circle around the table and lead the congregation in the table prayer written by Martin 
Luther:  
Letõs pray:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest.  Amen. 

 

Prayers for All People  
Prayer petitions will end with:  Life-giving God 
Your response is:  Your mercy is great 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  
Let us confess that God is God and we are not. 
 
Silence for prayer and contemplation. 
 
Most Merciful God, 

We confess that we turn in on ourselves; we get obsessed about our own lives and we turn away from you. 
We sin against you in the way that we think, speak, and how we act. We do things that are awful. We let 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎƻΣ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ōƛƎ ƳŜǎǎΦ hǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
seem to love you witƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
look like; we forget our very names.  We try and clean ourselves up and make ourselves better but you 
know our whole hearts, our whole lives. We know that you know.  So we beg you for mercy.  Find us. 
Forgive us.  Transform us. Change us. We will follow, recognizing you once again. 
 
 
I have the best news to tell you.   
Fear not sisters and brothers.  
God, who is full of grace and abounding in steadfast love, 
meets us in our sin and transforms us for Godõs glory and the healing of Godõs world. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Be now at peace. 
And we say, thanks be to God. 
Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Jesus is risen! 
Alleluia! 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them to the Risen Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 

Words to bless the meal  
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The Lordõs Prayer 
You are invited to join hands with those around you in prayer. If you are not the hand-holding type, then simply fold your hands in front 
of you or hang onto this bulletin as you pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven 
     hallowed be your name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
          on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
          who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours 
     now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to The Meal   
You are welcome to this meal. If you hunger and thirst for grace and mercy that comes through Jesus Christ, then 
Christ has set this table just for you. 
 

Communion Song s/Hymn s- òWorthy Is The Lambó on page  11-13, and òWe Are 

Called ó on page 14. 
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