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Gather  
Music t o Prepare Us f or Worship  

 

Gathering Songs /Hymns  ð òIõm Forever Gratefuló and òForeveró 

 

 



 3 

 



 4 

Call to Worship  
It is the season of Easter, when Jesus tells us to go! 
The cross is revealed as our hope. Death has not won. 
We celebrate the meal ð the bread and wine of forgiveness and love. 
We celebrate the meal gathered together as an eternal community. 
Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
Jesus is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Welcome, Worship 101, Connection Cards  

 

No Longer Strangers Prayer  
God of miracles,  your victory over death breaks open our stony hearts. Work out your miracles in us each 
day. Reveal yourself in unlikely people and places. Surprise us by being there. Amen. 
 

Meet Someone New  
We practice being Christians by extending our hand in friendship to people we may not know very well or at all.  If we canõt do it here, 
in worship, where else can we do it?  Go ahead, make the first move.  òHi, my name is _____________. Youõre new to me.ó 
Talk to each other about a time you were òthe new person.ó  What was that experience like? 
 

Gathering Back Together Music  ð òForeveró 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us confess that God is God and we are not.   
 
Silence for reflection 

 

Confession  
Most Merciful God, 

We confess that we think weôre ok. Fine thankyouverymuch. 

We confess that we can make things better on our own. 

We confess that we deny death, pretend itôs not a thing. 

We confess that our hearts refuse to be shaken, broken open, changed in any way. 

We confess that we swear we can save ourselves, have a positive attitude, recycle, and drive the speed 

limit.  

We don't love like you tell us to love. 

We leave things alone when we clearly need to pay attention to them. 

We turn in, we neglect others. 

We hurt ourselves. We hurt others. 

We lie and cheat and steal in small and big ways. 

Oh God, we are sorry. 

Change us. Turn us around. Transform us. Make us unrecognizable. Forgive us.  
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This is the best news you will ever hear: 
You are forgiven. 
God forgives you for all of it ð all of it. 
Your life is shaken up for good. Youõll never be the same. 

Receive the forgiveness of God through Jesus Christ, risen this day. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

Kyrie & This is the Feast 
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Word  
Narrator:  Our story and Godõs story continues today with a reading from the from the book of Acts, chapter 10,  

 

 
 
Narrator: There was a man named Cornelius who lived in Caesarea, captain of the Italian Guard stationed there. 

He was a thoroughly good man. He had led everyone in his house to live worshipfully before God, was always 

helping people in need, and had the habit of prayer. One day about three oõclock in the afternoon he had a vision. 

An angel of God, as real as his next-door neighbor, came in and said,  

Angel (Group 1) òCornelius.ó 

Narrator: Cornelius stared hard, wondering if he was seeing things. Then he said,  

Cornelius (Group 2) òWhat do you want, sir?ó 

Angel (Group 1) òYour prayers and neighborly acts have brought you to Godõs attention. Hereõs what you are to 

do. Send men to Joppa to get Simon, the one everyone calls Peter. He is staying with Simon the Tanner, whose 

house is down by the sea.ó 

Narrator: As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called two servants and one particularly devout soldier from 

the guard. He went over with them in great detail everything that had just happened, and then sent them off to 

Joppa. The next day as the three travelers were approaching the town, Peter went out on the balcony to pray. It was 

about noon. Peter got hungry and started thinking about lunch. While lunch was being prepared, he fell into a 

trance. He saw the skies open up. Something that looked like a huge blanket lowered by ropes at its four corners 

settled on the ground. Every kind of animal and reptile and bird you could think of was on it. Then a voice came:  

All: òGo to it, Peterñkill and eat.ó 

Narrator: Peter said, òOh, no, Lord. Iõve never so much as tasted food that was not kosher.ó The voice came a 

second time:  

All: òIf God says itõs okay, itõs okay.ó 

Narrator: This happened three times, and then the blanket was pulled back up into the skies. As Peter, puzzled, sat 

there trying to figure out what it all meant, the men sent by Cornelius showed up at Simonõs front door. They called 
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in, asking if there was a Simon, also called Peter, staying there. Peter, lost in thought, didnõt hear them, so the Spirit 

whispered to him,  

All (whispering) òThree men are knocking at the door looking for you. Get down there and go with them. 

Donõt ask any questions. I sent them to get you.ó 

Narrator: Peter went down and said to the men,  

Group 3 (Peter): òI think Iõm the man youõre looking for. Whatõs up?ó 

Narrator: They said, òCaptain Cornelius, a God-fearing man well-known for his fair playñask any Jew in this part 

of the countryñwas commanded by a holy angel to get you and bring you to his house so he could hear what you 

had to say.ó Peter invited them in and made them feel at home. 

 

The next morning he got up and went with them. Some of his friends from Joppa went along. A day later they 

entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had his relatives and close friends waiting with him. The 

minute Peter came through the door, Cornelius was up on his feet greeting himñand then down on his face 

worshiping him! Peter pulled him up and said,  

Group 3 (Peter) òNone of thatñIõm a man and only a man, no different from you.ó 

Narrator: Talking things over, they went on into the house, where Cornelius introduced Peter to everyone who had 

come. Peter addressed them,  

Group 3 (Peter): òYou know, Iõm sure that this is highly irregular. Jews just donõt do thisñvisit and relax with 

people of another race. But God has just shown me that no race is better than any other. So the minute I was sent 

for, I came, no questions asked. But now Iõd like to know why you sent for me.ó 

Group 2 (Cornelius) òFour days ago at about this time, midafternoon, I was home praying. Suddenly there was a 

man right in front of me, flooding the room with light. He said, ôCornelius, your daily prayers and neighborly acts 

have brought you to Godõs attention. I want you to send to Joppa to get Simon, the one they call Peter. Heõs staying 

with Simon the Tanner down by the sea.õ òSo I did itñI sent for you. And youõve been good enough to come. And 

now weõre all here in Godõs presence, ready to listen to whatever the Master put in your heart to tell us.ó 

 

Narrator: Peter fairly exploded with his good news:  

Group 3 (Peter) òItõs Godõs own truth, nothing could be plainer: God plays no favorites! It makes no difference 

who you are or where youõre fromñif you want God and are ready to do as he says, the door is open. The Message 

he sent to the children of Israelñthat through Jesus Christ everything is being put together againñwell, heõs doing 

it everywhere, among everyone.ó 

 

Narrator: Stay tuned for the continuing drama that is our story and Godõs story. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Sing the Alleluia again. 
 

Childrenõs Time 

 

Sermon  

 

Song of the Day  ð òBe Unto Your Name ó 
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Prayers for All People  
Text your prayers to:  

 

Offering  

 

Song During the Offering ð òI Offer My Lifeó 

 
 

Meal  

Setting the Table  

 
Let us pray. Come, Lord Jesus be our guest. And let these gifts to us be blest. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 


